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Crying Over the Present

Harav Hagaon Yehuda Wagschal Shlit”a

Chazal tell us in Midrash Eichah that after the Churban Beis Hamikdash,
Hakadosh Baruch Hu came to the site of the Beis Hamikdash with the angels
and observed the terrible destruction. Yirmiyahu Hanavi was also there, and
Hakadosh Baruch Hu told him, “I'm like a king who had an only son, and when he
brought his beloved son to the chuppah, the son died. And you're not sad about
what happened to Me? Go to the Avos — take them out of their graves and bring
them here, because they're the ones who know how to cry.”

What does it mean that Yirmiyahu Hanavi didn't know how to cry? Yirmiyahu
Hanavi didn't stop crying for Klal Yisrael!

My rebbi, Rav Asher Arieli, gave a mashal to explain this Midrash.

A rich man was once offered an opportunity for a very good investment.
In order to invest, he had to sell all his assets and put all his money into the
opportunity. Before he gave over the money, he drew up a detailed contract, and
that document represented his investment and his entire fortune.

When he returned home, he explained to his wife that this document is
very important, and that their entire parnassah depends on it. The wife put the
contract away in a safe place and warned the children not to touch it, explaining
thatit's avery important paper and that if something happens to it, their father
would be very upset.

One day, the children wanted to play, and they took out the contract and
used it as a toy. In the process, it got lost. Some time later, the father needed
the contract, and when he went to look for it, he saw that it was gone. A quick
investigation revealed what had happened.

Upon hearing that the document was lost, the father began to cry. When he
started to cry, his wife started to cry, and when she started to cry, the children also
started to cry. Everyone was crying over the same contract, but they were each
crying for something different. The father was crying because he knew exactly
what the document represented -all the money and property and investment that
he now had no claim to. He was crying because he realized that he was financially
ruined, and he knew how difficult it would be to rebuild what had been lost. His
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Yet even then, there were still great yeshivos and groups of Torah scholars. But
eventually the flesh of the body becomes so decayed that the bones scatter -
which iswhat happened to Klal Yisrael when the yeshivos dispersed. At that time,
the bones are no longer bound together in one form, but they still exist. Just as
the bones give support to the body, the talmidei chachamim give support toKlal
Yisrael and keep them strong. As time went by, however, even the bones - the
talmidei chachamim - decayed into dust. That's what happened to Klal Yisrael.

The Gra is teaching us a tremendous chiddush: the Churban Beis Hamikdash
wasn'taone-time event; it is an ongoing, continuous process. This process began
with the destruction of the Beis Hamikdash, but just as there is a process of decay
that continues after death, there continues to be yeridas hadoros through the
generations of galus, and that's a direct result of the Churban.

The best way for a person to experience and mourn the Churban would be for
him to know what the Beis Hamikdash was and understand the magnitude of the
loss of the hashraas haShechinah there. But for that, you need great people, Avos
Hakedoshim, and many people are far from that level. Even Yirmiyahu wasn't able
to cry properly for the Churban Beis Hamikdash. Of course, we all have to try as
much as we can to appreciate what the Beis Hamikdash was, but we know that
the concept of hashraas haShechinah is very far removed from us.

Yet every single person can experience aveilus on the Churban Beis Hamikdash
—and he doesn't have to look so far away. According to the Gra, just looking at
ourselves, at the present condition of Klal Yisrael - the yeridas hadoros, and the
tzaros in both gashmiyus and ruchniyus that surround us —is itself an experience
of aveilus on Yerushalayim. We see the basic boundaries of Klal Yisrael, the basic
boundaries that define what a Yid is, being eroded in front of our eyes. And for
that, even we should know how to cry. Every single person has the ability to
experience this aveilus and cry for Churban Yerushalayim.

The Continuity of Klal Yisrael

There's afamous story about Yirmiyahu Hanavi, who was sitting and crying as
he looked at the makom hamikdash. A gentile philosopher approached him and
said, “I have two questions for you. First, wise people don't cry over wood and
stone. Why are you crying over this destroyed building? And second, wise people
don't cry over spilled milk—what happened, happened, and a wise person knows
to move on. So why are you crying over what happened in the past?”
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cry was a full cry, one that represented the magnitude of the loss.

His wife's crying was also a cry of deep pain, but not on the same level as
her husband’s. She understood that they had suffered a great loss, and that
things would now be difficult, but she was not the one responsible for earning
the parnassah.

The children had no idea why they were crying; they were just crying because
they saw their parents crying, and they knew something had happened. They
couldn't relate to the loss at all.

Similarly, different people can cry over the same Churban, but not everyone
knows what to cry about and how to cry. Yirmiyahu Hanavi cried plenty, but
compared to the Avos, even he didn't understand the magnitude of the Churban
Beis Hamikdash and the loss of the closeness to Hakadosh Baruch Hu. The Avos,
who are the merkavah of the Shechinah, are the ones who were able to understand
the loss involved in the Churban. They knew how to cry.

The Ongoing Churban

Going into Tisha B'Av, our avodah is to mourn over the Churban Beis Hamikdash.
But if Yirmiyahu Hanavi didn't know how to cry, then how are we supposed to
know how to mourn for the Beis Hamikdash, thousands of years later?

The Gra offers a deep understanding of what the Churban Beis Hamikdash
is. He writes:

RH2 NYY 9N RINNNIR PT NIRVI NVRT NIOY 1IMT IRY? 12N 3INY NYN 2
TIVN 1N DINNY 1T PRI IVHY NAION NN 2PN RIN PIRY PINT RN W)
VAN 2PNY TY MNTI MDY MNIN PR DIPN KM a1V DIYIIRD DN
DNIN TNYNNY MNP MNXYN PYTIY PR DIPR 930 NS INR NDA 1791 MY
VPN NNRA 2P THIN RIR IRV R MNARYN 12PNV TY )N *T0RYn HRIWIY
TN (MY 19PN MIPIND DNNN NPNNY ANY PPN NMRI NIVAY 1YY INY 8y
IRMIPINT RIADY R“MN

The Gra is saying that the destruction of the Beis Hamikdash was akin to
the death of Klal Yisrael. It was as if our neshamah departed, leaving us with a
lifeless body. But the process of Churban didn't stop there. Just as the body is
buried in the grave after death, Klal Yisrael went into galus, which is compared
to the grave. In galus, the Jewish people continued to deteriorate as a result of
the surrounding influences, just as the flesh of the body decays in the ground.
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us to mourn for Yerushalayim properly, but at the same time it also gives us the
encouragement and the strength to try to stop this Churban that's going on
around us.

It's in our hands to put an end to the Churban and save the past.

May we be zocheh to the rebuilding of the Beis Hamikdash speedily.
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“You probably have a lot of unresolved questions,” Yirmiyahu responded. The
sage confirmed that he did. "Ask them to me,” Yirmiyahu said.

The philosopher asked Yirmiyahu all his questions, and Yirmiyahu answered
all of them.

“The answer to your first question,” Yirmiyahu said, “is that I'm crying over
wood and stone because the Beis Hamikdash was much more than just a building
of wood and stone. My ability to answer all your questions comes from this place,
because the presence of the Shechinah in the Beis Hamikdash was the source of
our wisdom. Now, we have lost that.

“As far as your second question is concerned,” continued Yirmiyahu, “I can't
even answer you why I'm crying over something that happened in the past,
because it's something that you won't be able to understand.”

This great non-Jewish sage wasn't able to understand it, but every Yid does
have to understand it. Every year that the Beis Hamikdash is not rebuilt and we're
still experiencing a Churban, we have to mourn and cry. How are we supposed to
understand this great loss, if even the greatest non-Jew who lived at the time of
the Churban couldn't understand it?

Perhaps we can explain this according to the Gra's insight that the Churban
is not part of history; it's part of the present. The Churban Beis Hamikdash is a
continuous process that is unfolding in front of our own eyes. All of Klal Yisrael's
suffering and spiritual deterioration, throughout the generations and down to
our own times, is all a direct result of the Churban.

That's something only a Yid can understand. A Yid understands that he's not
living in his own bubble - he's another link in the chain of all the generations
that preceded him. We are a continuation of our parents and rebbeim, who are a
continuation of their parents and rebbeim, who are a continuation of their parents
and their rebbeim - all the way back to the time of the Churban Beis Hamikdash
and back to Maamad Har Sinai.

Anon-Jew can't understand this concept. He sees only himself, within the box of
time that he'sliving in, and can't possibly identify with something that happened
2000 years ago. A Jew, however, davens every day: 1maR »poR1 wphR. Thisis a
statement of our connection to previous generations, affirming that everything
that happens today, good or bad, is a continuation of the past.

Recognizing that the Churban Beis Hamikdash is an ongoing process enables
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which are kulo tov.
The aveilus of the Churban is to understand what we're missing — to feel it.

A person once went to be menachem avel a family that had lost a parent, lo
aleinu. The 18-year-old, the 17-year-old, and the 14-year-old were a mess; they
were crying. But outside, the 3-year-old and 4-year-old were playing happily.
Seeing them was a rachmanus, because nebach, they don't even realize what
they lost. In truth, they have a lot more to cry about than the 17-year-old and
the 18-year-old do. It's going to be much harder for them growing up, but they
just don't realize it.

We today are like this 3-year-old and 4-year-old. We don't understand what a
relationship with Hakadosh Baruch Hu is, what kirvas Elokim is.

We daven, and we just can't connect. When we learn, we're not connected the
way we should be. Our middos, our bein adam I'chaveiro, are not connected. It's
because of galus, it's because we're far away. A bayis is a place where a father
lives with his son, where a husband lives with his wife. The Beis Hamikdash was
our home —we lost our home, and we don't have a home anymore together with
Hakadosh Baruch Hu. That's what we're mourning for. Deep down, no Yid feels
at home in galus, or feels that he belongs where he is. He knows he's missing
something: Xonn XY Yo o).

That's what these days are for: to think about and understand the depth of
what a relationship with Hakadosh Baruch Hu is, what dveikus with Hakadosh
Baruch Hu is, and how much we're missing.

Chazal gave us time for aveilus - the Three Weeks, the Nine Days, and then
Tisha B'Av itself. The more we think into it, the more we'll open our heart, and
the more it will help us to mourn. But the point of the aveilus is not just to be
sad; it's much deeper.

Back Into Hashem’s Home

We can explain this with a mashal to a king who was a very big baal middos,
very powerful, very strong, very rich. He got engaged to a poor girl, after seeing
how special she was and becoming enthralled with her. One day, during the
engagement, he came to visit her, and he heard her crying in a room. “What's
going on?" he asked her parents. “Why is she crying?”

They explained to the king that a close friend of his had come to his kallah
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Feeling What We Are Missing

Harav Hagaon Yaakov Moshe Katz Shlita

There was aman who, before World War II, was a very successful businessman.
He had a beautiful house and a beautiful family, and everything went well for
him. He was very happy with his life, but when the Nazis came, he was forced, like
so many others, to run away. He survived the war, and after the war he returned
to his city. He couldn’t track down his wife or children, but he was able to find
his house, which had been bombed. Only a small part of his house, which had
originally been a mansion, remained. In fact, there was a single wall of his house
that was intact. This wall reminded him that it's not just a house he's missing,
he’s missing what the house meant: his family, his wife, his children that he loved
so much, his position, his whole life - everything was gone.

This one wall was all that was left.

This is a mashal to a Yid who comes to the Kosel and sees what is left the
Beis Hamikdash, the place where we enjoyed closeness with Hakadosh Baruch
Hu, the place that was the source of all goodness and brachah. Chazal tell us that
since the Churban:

172N YW N9 NI o o Y33, We lost that close connection to Hakadosh
Baruch Hu, which is compared to the bond between a father and son, and to the
bond between a husband and wife.

The Gemara (Brachos 3a) says that Hakadosh Baruch Hu laments: 315 on% nx
DR N Yyn 19w, We lost the connection to Hashem, and it's not the same
anymore. So when we see the Kosel, of course we're happy that we have the Kosel,
the makom tefillah, but it's such a painful reminder of what we used to have. All
that's left of our relationship with Hakadosh Baruch Hu is a remnant, a shell.

The passuk in Tehillim says: 230 %2 Dn%R n11p »X). The root of all the good
for every Yid is having kirvas Elokim. The Torah and mitzvos all bring dveikus to
Hakadosh Baruch Hu, but after the Churban Beis Hamikdash it's just not the same
anymore. We feel distanced; we don't have that same kirvah.

We are missing a world of no pain, a world in which ma 5 5yn nynT ' nnm,
because we are close to Hakadosh Baruch Hu, and He's watching over us and
giving us all the good. We are missing the days of Mashiach, and Olam Haba,
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The purpose of the aveilus is not just to remember something sad that
happened to us in the past, but rather to build the relationship again, and to
cause Hakadosh Baruch Hu to want to bring us back into His home. In order for
that to happen, however, the tears have to be real tears; they have to come from
our heart. We have to show Hashem that the relationship isimportant to us, and
we do that when we're mekabel to daven to Hashem to help us in our life. Every
person has a tzarah, whether in his own life or in the life of someone else he
knows. On Tisha B'Av, we should be mekabel to daven and connect to Hashem
on behalf of ourselves and others, to show Hashem that we need Him. This is
the teshuvah that will bring Hakadosh Baruch Hu back.

Moreover, we know that the cheit that caused the Churban was sinas chinam.
Hashem wants us to have achdus, to be mekabel to try to be better to someone
to whom we're not as good to as we should be. It could be a wife, it could be a
childwho gives us a hard time, it could be a father, a friend, a neighbor. We should
be mekabel one tikkun and then cry to Hashem and say, "Hashem we're trying,
we want to come back, we want to strengthen ourselves in Torah and mitzvos,
which are dveikus to Hashem. Please, Hashem, D72 390 W0 2wy 78 ‘NN,
Give us the koach to come back to you and to rebuild our house again so that
we can come back.”

When Hashem sees our tears, and our desire to come closer, that will b'ezras
Hashem spur Him to give us another chance - and this is the chance that will last
forever. It will never be taken away, because this geulah ha'asidah is the eternal
geulah. These tears, this aveilus of Tisha B'Av, is the avodah of going back to
Hashem and rebuilding the Beis Hamikdash.

We hope that this year, the tears, the feelings, the tefillos, and the chizukim of
Klal Yisrael will help bring us back to Hakadosh Baruch Hu and His bayis speedily.
Through this, we should all be zocheh not to have any more tzaar, but only tov
and brachah, always and forever.
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and told her negative things about him, warning her that it was going to be hard
for her to be married to him. She was so taken aback by these words that she
kept on crying and crying.

“If so," said the king, “I don't want to marry her. If she could believe someone
who tells her negative things about me, I'm breaking the engagement.”

When people saw how foolish this girl was for having given up the opportunity
to marry the king, no one wanted to marry her. Eventually, she found someone
who was willing to marry her, but he was a lowlife, and she suffered tremendously
with him for many years until she finally got divorced.

One day, when she was back in her parents’ home, the king passed by again,
and he decided to check up on his former kallah. He knocked on the door, and
when the parents opened, he again heard his former kallah crying. Again he
asked the parents why she was crying, and they told him what had happened to
her in the interim. "She is crying now because she wants to come back to you,”
they explained. “She misses you, and she can't believe how foolish she was for
having given you up in the first place.”

“In that case,” said the king, “I'm ready to take her back.”

The cheit that caused the Churban - the first mistake of Klal Yisrael on Tisha
B'Av-was the cheit of the Meraglim, who claimed that Eretz Yisrael is not a good
land, that they wouldn't be able to capture it, and that Hashem is not taking
the Yidden there for their own good. When the Yidden heard this, they cried. In
response, Hashem said, “If so, this relationship will not be a long-lasting one,
and the Yidden will have to go into galus.”

The punishment of galus came about because we didn't appreciate having a
relationship with Hashem; we were too worried about the hardships involved.
What's the teshuvah for this? The aveilus of the Three Weeks, the Nine Days, and
Tisha B'Av. To make up for the tears that we cried because we did not want to
have a relationship with Hashem, we cry during this time to tell Hashem that we
miss Him and we want the relationship back. That is what will cause Hashem to
return to us, as we say at the end of Eichah: n1wi PoR 'n npwp.

The passuk in last week’s haftorah says: 'n nR 721y 99 ¥1 %0 — we realize that
all the tzaros, the cholim, the nebachs in Klal Yisrael are all a result of our missing
the closeness to Hashem. And our tears are what will rebuild the relationship;
it's teshuvah for the cheit that caused the Churban.
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and content. We forgot m9wyv and its loss does not touch our heart, therefore,
we were forgotten like ann who is forgotten after a few mym7...This is especially
obvious on the bitter day of ara nywn."

We see that by feeling this loss we can bring an end to the m%). To connect
to the wTpn and yearn for it. We must appreciate what we once had and desire
to have it once again.

It could be this is why 5“rn saw it fit to add ma%n as the generations
continue. Since we are lacking in our feelings of attachment to the w1pnn m2a,
we are given m’»7aR to cry and attach this yearning. As the generations go on,
our yearning diminishes.

For example, one of the maYn is the MR of washing clothes. Even if one
intends to wear the clothing after 282 nywn, one still cannot do laundry during
the nine days. Thenv17a nawn explains the problem is nyTn no’n. Not to suffer...
but to focus. Focus on the lack of wTpn and the loss of YW1y and its glory.

Therefore, the idea of these halachos is not to suffer unnecessarily. The
reason is to focus on the nmay of these days. To yearn for the wpnn n>a. Not
toremove ournyT and bring about the feeling that we are missing a tremendous
part of the capability of serving Hashem.

An idea that can help us is to think about the great benefits with a m»a
wTpnN. Anend of sickness, health for all, no worry of noa19, children who serve
hashem properly etc.

9“tn even created a tool to make this focus easier daily, during these days
of o¥nn pa to remind ourselves anytime we mention WTpnn n>a in nYan or
NN N7,

Through this yearning, this focus, this attaching, this will bring an end to
this long m%3 and bring our wTpnin n>a speedily in our days.
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Mourning with a Purpose

Harav Hagaon Refoel Katz Shlit”a

When we look through the 711y n%w, we see the Halachos that pertain
to the three weeks and nine days are not so numerous. The ma%n 7>y that
are brought down apply to 12 Ynw »aw, the week of ara nywn itself. Only
throughout the years the other m>%n have been added on to include the nine
days and the three weeks.

In order to explain why these ma%n intensified over the years, we first have
to understand what is the point of these halachos of Yaxrnn and what are we
trying to accomplish. The point of not wearing fresh laundry, no bathing, and not
enjoying a good »w»9a meal cannot be only to suffer, there must be more depth.

One of the famous 0*>wn of the lack of feeling attachment to n7an 120
and the ox¥nn ais about a pregnant lady who is told to choose, either she
herself or her baby will die in the course of childbirth. She then chooses to
sacrifice herself for her child's survival. The baby is born and lives as the mother
leaves this world. All through the years the father tells the son of the great
sacrifice his mother made in order for the son to live. As the boy grows older,
he starts to say w>7{ on his mother's V¥ 8. Yet the boy shows no emotion
and even a lack of feeling while saying w»1p. Although everyone is shocked to
see an insensitivity for the person who gave her life to him, the truth is, the boy
never met the mother to appreciate the great sacrifice on her part. Therefor he
has a hard time to connect.

We are also in such a scenario. How can one mourn a loss he has never
known? One only feels the lack of something when he has had it in his possession!!
None of us have ever seen or felt the wTpnn moa.

Rav Yaakov Emden bring down an incredible revelation. He explains one
of the main reasons for Y87%> 993 to remain in MY and to suffer so much
persecution. He writes: “If 98w %93 were to rectify all of their my71ay but would
be left with only one nay, the n17ay of not mourning 09wy appropriately,
that would be reason enough to remain in m%3. In my eyes, this is the clearest,
most revealed, and strongest reason for all of the extremely terrible persecutions
that have taken place throughout the m¥...The heart of Y& 993 is lacking the
feeling of emptiness. The mourning has left our hearts because we are happy



