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Below is an English adaptation of this weeks' Parsha Preview which can be heard live every Wednesday at 2:15 PM

You Set the Expectations
Harav Hagaon Yehudah Wagshal shlita

The Beis Halevi in Parshas Miketz cites the following story,
which is recorded in Tanna Dvei Eliyahu. Eliyahu Hanavi
once met a man who was completely unlearned, and was
making light of the fact that he was an am ha'aretz. “So now
you’re joking about this,” Eliyahu reproved him, “but what
are you going to answer on the Yom Hadin?”

“Oh, I'm not concerned about the Yom Hadin,” he responded.
“I have plenty to answer. When I'm asked why I'm such an
am ha’aretz, | will simply reply that | was not blessed with
kisharon or seichel to learn. | tried, but never succeeded.
And | just don't have the brains for it.”

“What do you do for a living?” Eliyahu inquired.
“I'm a fisherman,” the man said.
“And how do you catch fish?” Eliyahu asked.

The man explained that he lays nets in the water and traps
the fish that way, whereupon Eliyahu asked him how he
fashions his nets, so he described the process of net-making.

“If Hakadosh Baruch Hu gave you the seichel to make nets
and catch fish,” said Eliyahu, “then how can it be that you
don’t have the intelligence to learn Torah, about which it
says, INWY7 7122721 7'92 TND 1270 '7K 2P 1277

This am ha’aretz was shaken by Eliyahu’s tochachah, and
he started to cry.

We can wonder, however, why this tochachah struck the
fisherman so powerfully. There are many people who have
the right type of intelligence and talent for crafting nets
and catching fish, but don’t have the right type of seichel
to succeed in Torah learning, which requires a different set
of skills. Maybe this man was a natural fisherman and net-
maker, but Torah was simply beyond him!

R'Moshe Finkel zt”|, the brother of R' Aryeh, offered a beautiful
explanation.

Eliyahu was a navi, so he must have known that this person
wasn't a natural fisherman. “You weren't born a fisherman,” he
challenged him. “How did you figure out how to make nets?”

The answer, of course, was that the man had to learn this
skill in order to earn parnassah. If he hadn’t acquired the
know-how of fishing, he would not have been able to support
his family. The necessity of parnassah compelled him to go
beyond his comfort zone, and he figured out how to make
nets. If so, Eliyahu Hanavi told him, he could have approached
Torah learning the same way — that this is not just a nice
thing to do if it works out, but something vital, 13"n bin 2. He
could have looked at it the way he looked at his parnassah;
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without it, there’s no bread on the table. If that was how he
thought about Torah, he would have figured out how to go
about learning it, too.

This was the tochachah that Eliyahu Hanavi gave this am
haaretz.

We can learn an important lesson from here. Everyone knows
thatin orderto succeed in avodas Hashem, we have to putin
effort. Without yegiah, we can’t make progress. But how much
effort do we have to put in? What exactly is expected of us?

We see from this story that the answer is not the same for
every person. Had this am ha’aretz not figured out how to
earn parnassah through fishing, and had he told Eliyahu that
he has no skills by which to make a living and is forced to live
off handouts, then Eliyahu would not have admonished him
for not devoting himself to Torah study. If he hadn’t invested
effort into earning a living, then he would not have been
admonished for not investing effort into learning Torah. But
because he pushed himself out of his comfort zone for his
parnassah and went beyond his natural abilities in order to
support his family, he was expected to go beyond his comfort
zone for Torah as well.

In general, then, the level of effort we're expected to invest
into avodas Hashem is proportional to the level of effort we
invest into other areas of life.

This varies by the individual and by the time in the person’s
life. Depending on how much mesirus nefesh he exhibits
in other areas, that is what he is expected to invest into his
Torah and avodas Hashem.

What Do You Push For?

This idea is reflected in this week’s parshah as well. Moshe
Rabbeinu gives tochachah to Klal Yisrael, and when he
discusses the incident of the meraglim, he says, '7X 127711
YIND NNAIZ1019N142197 DIYIN ND7WIINNNXAID)Y2. Rashi notes
that the phrase 0272 '7x p27jn1 is part of the tochachah,
because it implies that they approached Moshe Rabbeinu
X112V, with everyone pushing each other disrespectfully:
the youths were pushing the elders, and the elders were
pushing the leaders. Not only are Klal Yisrael censured for
requesting meraglim, they are also criticized for the way they
approached Moshe to ask him to send meraglim.

Rashi adds that there was another time when the Torah uses
a similar lashon: In Parshas Va’eschanan, when describing
how Klal Yisrael approached Moshe Rabbeinu to learn Torah
from him, the passuk says: D211 D2'VAY 'WINT 72 'ZX 2P AL
In this case, says Rashi, they approached in a proper, orderly
manner, with the youths honoring the elders by allowing

DI7WN D N 7Y NN 71w - waTn N



Below is an English adaptation of this weeks' Parsha Preview which can be heard live every Wednesday at 2:15 PM

them to go ahead, and the elders honoring the leaders by
allowing them to go in front of them.

Some explain that Rashiis drawing this contrast notin order
to compliment Klal Yisrael for their previous, respectful way
of approaching Moshe Rabbeinu, but to highlight a point
of the tochachah: “When it came to sending meraglim, you
were all pushing and shoving, but when you were coming
to learn Torah, you were all acting with derech eretz, and no
one was pushing.”

This doesn’t mean that it’s right to push — what it means is
thatif you’re the type of person who pushes when you really
want something, like the meraglim, then that automatically
raises the question of why you didn’t push when it came to
learning Torah.. For an aveirah, you dropped all decorum,
because you were in a frenzy, but for Torah learning, you
suddenly proceeded softly and allowed the zekeinim to go
first. Why?

Again, the pointis not that they should have pushed forward
without derech eretz to go learn Torah from Moshe. It’s that
if they were ready to push for what was important to them,
then they opened themselves up to criticism for being relaxed
and orderly when it came to learning Torah.

“Avraham Preceded You!”

Asimilaridea regarding how expectations in avodas Hashem
are set emerges from Parshas Balak. When Bilam departed
to curse Klal Yisrael, he rose early and saddled his donkey on
his own, as the passuk states, iIJNX NX ¥2N'1 1722 0Y72 DL
Rashi observes that nnwn NN N7P7P0 NXawN; Bilam was a
distinguished individual who usually did not saddle his own
donkey, yet he was so filled with hatred toward Klal Yisrael
that he was ready to lower himself and perform this task
himself in order to go curse them. Rashi adds that Hakadosh
Baruch Hu responded, “Rasha! Avraham Avinu preceded you
to this” — asit says, regarding the Akeidah, that he rose early
and saddled his own donkey: inn0 NX YN 1722 DNIAN DY,

R' Moshe Feinstein points out that from Hakadosh Baruch
Hu’s response, we can deduce that Bilam had some ulterior
motive in waking up early and saddling his donkey himself.
He thought that this zeal to curse Klal Yisrael would harm
them — but because Avraham Avinu demonstrated the same
zeal before him, his effort failed.

R' Moshe explains that the level of mesirus nefesh expected
of a person in his avodas Hashem is proportional to the self-
sacrifice he, or the general public, demonstrate in other areas
of life. Bilam wanted to show that for his nefarious objective,
he was willing to rise early and saddle his own donkey, which
was beneath his dignity, and by doing so he hoped to create
a kitrug against Klal Yisrael, challenging them: Where do you
display such levels of mesirus nefesh for Hakadosh Baruch Hu?

In response, Hakadosh Baruch Hu highlighted the parallel
mesirus nefesh of Avraham Avinu, who already established
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this trait among Klal Yisrael by saddling his own donkey to
hurry to the Akeidah. And Klal Yisrael retains that middah
throughout the generations.

Again we see that the level of effort and mesirus nefesh
that we are expected to invest into our avodas Hashem is
a function of how much effort and self-sacrifice we, or the
world in general, invests into other areas of life.

Consistency in Perfectionism

To give a contemporary example: In the old days, if a person
was suffering from some ailment, he would go to the doctor,
and when the doctor would prescribe a medication, he would
fill the prescription and take the medicine, no questions
asked. Nowadays, no one does that. We have to know
everything about the medicine the doctor prescribed, and
we research carefully before taking the pills. I'm not sure
if this is good or bad, but it's what people do. No one just
follows the doctor blindly anymore.

What about when a person has a shailah in halachah? In
the past, maybe it would also have been fine to simply ask
a rav and follow his instructions. But nowadays, we’re not
the type of people who content ourselves with following the
doctor’s orders. So maybe, when it comes to halachah, we
should also strive to understand the halachos? Shouldn’t
our desire to know every detail of what the Torah wants at
least match our desire to know all the possible side effects
of a medication?

Similarly, we're living in a world where people need their
gashmiyus to be just right. Everything has to be perfect.
Again, whether that's good or bad is a different discussion,
but that's the way many people are. If so, a person would
then have to ask himself, is this the way | am in my avodas
Hashem as well? Or am | a perfectionist only in matters of
gashmiyus, while in ruchniyus | am satisfied with doing
Hashem’s will “more or less”?

As we learned from Moshe Rabbeinu’s tochachah, a person
might be able to get away with “good enough” in his avodas
Hashem if that's the way he is in all areas of life. But if, in
other areas, he’s particular that everything should be just
perfect, then he is expected to apply that standard to his
avodas Hashem as well.
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