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Below is an English adaptation of this weeks' Parsha Preview which can be heard live every Wednesday at 2:15 PM

A Day of Joy, A Day of Loss

Harav Hagaon Moshe Aaron Friedman shlita

This is the week of Shiva Asar b’Tammuz, which is
the beginning of the days of Bein Hametzarim, may
they be transformed into sasson b’simchah.

Pinchas - who, as we know, is Eliyahu - is ’'maalah
miderech hateva. Parshas Pinchas is the eighth
parshah in Sefer Bamidbar, and at the end of the
parshah we read about Shemini Atzeres, which is
entirely beyond nature. Pinchas was the one who
remembered the halachah of 12 |'v219 D'X27, which
Moshe Rabbeinu forgot. Forgetting Torah is a function
of the second Luchos, but Pinchas, who remembered,
is connected to the first Luchos, before they were
broken. Pinchas, then, has a link to the Shiva Asar
b’Tammuz before the misfortune that occurred with
the breaking of the Luchos.

Shiva Asar b’ Tammuz was actually supposed to be
a day of Mattan Torah. When Moshe Rabbeinu was
standing at the sneh, Hakadosh Baruch Hu told him,
as Rashi explains, that the zechus that Klal Yisrael
would have to leave Mitzrayim was that after three
months, NTN NN 7Y D780 NN PTAVA. The simple
understanding is that the three months span the
period from Yetzias Mitzrayim until Mattan Torah,
including part of Nissan, all of lyar, and part of Sivan.
Itis possible, though, that the meaningis a full three
months, and Hakadosh Baruch Hu at that point was
still referring to Shiva Asar b’Tammuz as the day when
Mattan Torah was supposed to occur.

Pinchas is linked to that original plan. The Gemara
(Berachos 57b), that discusses the significance of
various dreams states that if a person sees Pinchas in
adream, heis going to experience a peleh, a wonder.
The word X790 contains the same letters as alef, which
stands for anochi - Hashem, Who is the Original.

The gematria of the name “Pinchas” (spelled with
ayud, asitis written in the Torah) is eight times the
gematria of the Shem Havayah, and the gematria of
Eliyahu, who is also Pinchas, is twice the gematria
of the Shem Havayah. Together, these names equal
ten times Hashem’s Name, and the sefarim explain
the significance of this: Pinchas and Eliyahu together
represent the ultimate shleimus of ten times Hashem’s
Name.
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Pinchas, as Eliyahu, came and made havdalah - 7721,
which is also the gematria of “Eliyahu.” When a Yid
doesn’t want to make havdalah, but wants to fraternize
with the non-Jews - which is what happened in the
incident with the Bnos Midian - Pinchas comes and
makes havdalah.

A Lost Opportunity

There are 22 days of Bein Hametzarim, from Shiva
Asar b’Tammuz through Tisha b'Av, corresponding
to the 22 letters of the alef-beis. If so, the first day of
this period, Shiva Asar b’Tammuz, corresponds to
the letter alef, and is the day of peleh.

Actually, regarding this day, Aharon told the Yidden,
“ann 'n'7 an - tomorrow is going to be a chag.” Of
course, he was stalling, trying to convince them to
wait, but on a deeper level he was conveying that
Shiva Asar b’Tammuz is meant to be the ultimate
day of Mattan Torah.

Mattan Torah, we know, is like a kiddushin between Klal
Yisrael and Hakadosh Baruch Hu. Kiddushin involves
nesinah and amirah, and perhaps the amirah of the
kiddushin of Mattan Torah was the statement of 'n 21X
77X, while the nesinah of the Luchos was supposed
to occur on Shiva Asar b’Tammuz, representing the
culmination of the kiddushin. Unfortunately, it was
a lost opportunity, and instead, the Luchos were
shattered. But the breaking of the Luchos was not
merely a lost opportunity; it constituted the Mattan
Torah of the breaking of the Luchos. This is reflected
in the final words of the Torah, 7271 npInin ™0 727
TR 72107 NYD NWY WX 7ITa0 X1inn, which refer
to the breaking of the Luchos.

The passuk in Tehillim says that the Torah brings
us joy: 27 Mmnwn DY 'N ' TP9. How is it possible,
then, that Eichah is sad? Eichah is connected to the
broken Luchos, but after a person stabilizes himself
and rises from the shattering loss, he can reach a
state of 27 '"MnWN DY N TPO.

Begging for the Final Geulah

Regarding Moshe Rabbeinu’s experience at the sneh,
the Torah says, NIXN17 1D '2 'N X' During the ensuing
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Below is an English adaptation of this weeks' Parsha Preview which can be heard live every Wednesday at 2:15 PM

dialogue, Moshe Rabbeinu tells Hashem, n7¥ 1)7-X 12
N7vN T'a NJ. The Bnei Yissaschar explains, citing the
Arizal, that the months of Tammuz and Av correspond
to the eyes, the right eye and left eye respectively:
DD NTY Y Y.

The gematria of Pinchas and Eliyahu combined is 260,
which is also the gematria of the word ayin (eye) twice.
Similarly, the word 1D, the passuk NiIX17 1D 2 'N N1,
also has a gematria of 260. When Moshe pleaded with
Hashem, N7vin T'a N2 N7V, he was saying, “Why don’t
You already brmgthe final geulah7 Senditvia Pinchas
and Eliyahu, who represent the full shleimus of ten
times Shem Havayah! Why should the geulah from
Mitzrayim come about through me, and then there
will have to be another galus and another process of
redemption?”

Five Misfortunes Instead of Spiritual Fortune

The Gemara teaches that five misfortunes occurred
on the Shiva Asar b’Tammuz. One of these was the
breaking of the Luchos, which is really a way of saying
the cheit ha'eigel, which caused the Luchos to be
broken. That’s one end of Bein Hametzarim. At the
other end is the cheit hameraglim, on Tisha b'Av.

Another misfortune was the cessation of the korban
tamid, which represents the idea that there was no
longer consistency and continuity in avodas Hashem.
The third misfortune the Gemara lists is that the walls
of Yerushalayim were breached; this allowed negative
influences to penetrate. We don’t have to elaborate on
what that means, as now, too, we face a monumental
nisayon in this regard. We can also place the fourth
misfortune, the placement of a tzelem b’heichel, in
this category. And the fifth misfortunate was that
Apostamus burned the Torah.

The cessation of the korban tamid on Shiva Asar
b’Tammuz is linked to Parshas Pinchas, where the
tamid is discussed, among the other korbanos
brought in the Beis Hamikdash. This connection is
no coincidence, but we can understand it on a deeper
level based on the following Midrash, quoted in the
introduction to Ein Yaakov, in which three Tanna’im
offer differing opinions as to which single passuk
expresses the fundamental principle of the entire
Torah. Ben Zoma says it is shema Yisrael; Ben Nanas
said itis N2 Y17 ManNl; and R' Shimon ben Pazi said
itis NYYN WD WA NN PR NPV TOND WA NX
D'2AVN |'2. The Midrash concludes by endorsing the
view of R' Shimon ben Pazi.

DN N9 |5

On asimple level, we can explain that shema Yisrael
represents the realm of bein adam laMakom, while
qiN2 Y17 Xl represents the realm of bein adam
lachaveiro. The concept of NnWyN TNXD W12 NX
D2V |'2 NYYN YD a0 NN P21, however,
represents bein adam l'atzmo - the person’s own
inner commitment of temidim k’sidram, to follow
his own compass without being swayed by outside
factors.

Interestingly, at the beginning of Shulchan Aruch, the
Rema, citing Moreh Nevuchim, brings the halachah
of TN 'T117 'n MY, which he calls a “klal gadol
baTorah.” The last halachah the Rema brings, at
the other end of Orach Chaim, in Hilchos Purim, is
TN NRQYN 17 21V A person has to fulfill both of
these “tamid” obligations, to achieve the correct
balance between bein adam laMakom and bein
adam lachaveiro

When Chazal say that the korban tamid stopped on
Shiva Asar b’Tammuz, they are also conveying that
there was a deficiency in this aspect of temidim
K'sidram.

The Chasam Sofer calculates the timing of the events
in Megillas Rus, and determines that Rus approached
Boaz on the night of 16 Tammuz, and the following
day Boaz arranged the matter, which means that
their wedding night was on Shiva Asar b’ Tammuz.
This was the start of the dynasty of Beis Dovid, so
it turns out that the seeds of Malchus Beis Dovid
were planted on this day of Shiva Asar b’ Tammuz;
Hakadosh Baruch Hu created the refuah before the
makkah.

Had Shiva Asar b’Tammuz been the culmination
of the process of Mattan Torah, Nn7vn T'a X) N7y
would have happened right away. The sameiis true
in the generations that followed: If a person makes
an effort to contemplate and draw out the ultimate
potential that lies in Shiva Asar b’Tammuz - that of
nn ‘N7 N, of Zman Mattan Toraseinu - and pluginto
that, then hopefully Hakadosh Baruch Hu will put
an end to our tzaros. This is especially relevant to
our current situation, where each day’s misfortunes
seem to overshadow the previous ones, and we have
no one to rely on but our Father in Heaven. Let us
be davuk in Hashem and His Torah, and merit that
these days should indeed be transformed into days
of joy and celebration.
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