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Below is an English adaptation of this weeks' Parsha Preview which can be heard live every Wednesday at 2:15 PM

Meriting a Mirror
Harav Hagaon Meir Tzvi Shpitzer shlita

Moshe Rabbeinu opens with his introduction to teshuvah: nx1
N771N212 010 021197 N1 121X, and the Vilna Gaon explains, in
Kol Eliyahu, why Moshe Rabbeinu chose to express himself with
these words: He starts with the singular verb nx1, addressing
the individual, and while he continues with the plural 021197,
heis emphasizing that although the mitzvah of bechirah is for
everyone; each individual must look at his own situation and
choose the right way in life, regardless of whether the people
around him are doing so.

The second word of this passuk is 121X, conveying that even
if we've fallen prey to the yetzer hara in the past, Hakadosh
Baruch Hu pledges to help us get onto the right path. The next
word, |, is in the present tense, and the Vilna Gaon explains
that Hashem gives us bechirah each day anew. It doesn’t matter
if, unfortunately, until today | was not so good and did various
aveiros; today - 0N - is @ new nesinah, an opportunity for a
fresh start, when | can undertake to improve.

Coming into Chodesh Elul, we should realize that there is
a new nesinah today, with renewed encouragement from
Hakadosh Baruch Hu Himself, Who is helping us along. This
is what each individual should see - NX1 - as he approaches
the task of doing teshuvah.

Taking That First Step

We are standing now just before Chodesh Elul and the great
opportunity it offers for us to draw close to Hakadosh Baruch
Hu. Why are these forty days of teshuvah, from Rosh Chodesh
Elul through Yom Kippur, so significant?

The power of these days traces back to when the Yidden were
inthe Midbar, and Moshe Rabbeinu went up to Shamayim for
these forty days. At that time, Bnei Yisrael undertook to blow
the shofar every day to make sure that that their previous
mistake would not be repeated. This seemingly insignificant
step towards doing teshuvah and making sure that we don’t
fall into the same pitfall as before made this a time when, for
all generations, Hakadosh Baruch Hu is close to us and helps
us to do teshuvah. This is the essence of Chodesh Elul, as we
know from the Abudraham and the Kadmonim that Elul is
alluded to in the passuk "7 'TiTI ' TiT7 "IN, Elul is a time when
every little step that we take to come closer to Hakadosh Baruch
Hu is mirrored by Hakadosh Baruch Hu coming closer to us.

R' Chaim Volozhiner (Nefesh Hachaim, Shaar 1) discusses this
concept of '7'7iT1 ' 7iT7 12N, and explains that the relationship
between Hakadosh Baruch Hu and the Yidden is so close that
one always mirrors the other. Every step we take of ani 'dodi
will be matched and magnified by Hakadosh Baruch Hu in
response. R' Chaim references Chazal’s discussion (Shabbos
88a) of why Klal Yisrael is compared to an apple, in the passuk
D20 "2 TIiT 2 W0 'xya mMond — which, Tosafos notes, is not

NN1NPID |3

referring to Klal Yisrael, but to Hakadosh Baruch Hu. Why, then,
does the Gemara say that Klal Yisrael is compared to an apple?

He explains that since Hakadosh Baruch Hu and Klal Yisrael are
always linked to each other; if the passuk compares Hakadosh
Baruch Hu to an apple, the same must apply to the relationship
that Klal Yisrael has with Hashem, because we are the ones who
generate that closeness, as per the concept of '7 1 7iT1 ' TiT7 1IX.

Similarly, R' Yisrael Salanter (Ohr Yisrael) quotes R' Zundel
Salant as explaining that the passuk 72! T! 7y 77X 'N means
that Hakadosh Baruch Hu mirrors what we do, like a shadow.
This idea echoes the Midrash (Bamidbar Rabbah), which says,
regarding the passuk |2i70117-¥ 7X2 |i"7y 10D 2v, that Hakadosh
Baruch Hu sits in the shadows, as it were, so we don’t always
see Him, but if we’re all prepared to do what it takes, then
we will find that Hakadosh Baruch Hu is available to us and
interested in helping us.

Take a Step, Meet Hashem

In one of the piyutim of R' Yehuda Halevi, author of the Kuzari,
in the yotzros of Simchas Torah, he articulates the feeling of
closeness that Klal Yisrael feels towards Hakadosh Baruch Hu
with the following words:

D71V X7D ATI2D AXXDN N7 NINTL, D7V N7V ARITN ,ANXDN NIN A
ANINXD NXAP7 ANNF7 NINXDL, NP A7 702,027 'AYTT ...

Hakadosh Baruch Hu, where will | find You? Your place is so
high and sublime and not seen! But on the other hand, | can’t
miss Your presence, because Your glory fills the world ... |
search and yearn to become closer to You, with my whole
heart | called out to You. As soon as | went out to meet You, |
found that You had come out to meet me.

These last words encapsulate the whole concept of Elul. If we
take advantage of the new nesinah that Hashem is giving us
today - DN D297 N1 1IN NN - then Hakadosh Baruch Hu will
be there to help us. This concept leads us to Rosh Hashanah,
when we recite Malchuyos in order to coronate Hakadosh
Baruch Hu, as the Gemara teaches (Rosh Hashanah 16a). The
same Gemara states that we bring the shtei halechem on
Shavuos so that the fruits should be blessed, and the nisuch
hamayim on Succos so that there should be blessed rain.
The mefarshim note that the amount of effort we invest into
bringing these offerings is hardly commensurate with the
berachah we subsequently receive. We do a little, and we
receive incredible berachah in return, for the parnassah and
water of the entire year. Similarly, on Rosh Hashanah, all we
do is recite Malchuyos - a small undertaking of ani 'dodi, to
come closer to Hakadosh Baruch Hu - and we are showered
in return with the entire might and assistance of Hakadosh
Baruch Hu’s Malchus.
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Below is an English adaptation of this weeks' Parsha Preview which can be heard live every Wednesday at 2:15 PM

Parshas Re’eh continues and says, /M2 NN 'F7X 'N 2yl which

means, on a simple level, that Hakadosh Baruch Hu will bring
us back from our exile. But the Malbim interprets this to mean
that Hakadosh Baruch Hu will reciprocate by coming close to
us and showering us with bountiful berachah, reflecting our
efforts to do teshuvah come closer to Him.

The Sfas Emes understands the message of ani I'dodi as
conveying that a person has to be aware at every moment
that he came to this world not for the pleasures or mundane
pursuits of Olam Hazeh, but purely to come close to Hakadosh
Baruch Hu. True, we have to be involved in earning parnassah
and so many other aspects of living in this world, but no matter
what we’re doing we have to make sure not to lose sight of
the goal of ani 'dodi.

The Place of the Guf

Each dayin Selichos, we appeal to Hakadosh Baruch Hu and say:

‘N, 7Y QA0 7 NRYID 7DY 7Y NDIN LN 7Y9 Q13017 NDYan
ANY |YDT7 NWY.

What is the difference between 77y9 1301 77 npwan and7 nnwan
77¥ 1301 ? And why the repetition? The Chasam Sofer explains
that these two expressions are referring to two types of people.
The first type are those whose relationship with Hakadosh
Baruch Hu is very remote. True, their neshamah belongs to
Hakadosh Baruch Hu, but their guf has no relationship with
Him, and has done nothing for Him. The only connection their
guf has with Hakadosh Baruch Hu is 77V9, that He created it,
so the maximum such people can do is appeal, 77ny 7y nbiNn
— have pity on me because You created me.

Forthose of us, however, who seize the opportunity in Elul to
focus on anil'dodi, recognizing that our entire purpose in this
world is to come closer to Hakadosh Baruch Hu, then when
we come to Selichos we can turn to Hashem in a completely
different way and say, 717¥ Q1anl 717 NnYIn— not only is my
neshamah dedicated to you, but | now know to dedicate and
focus my guf for your sake as well. Once we have taken that step
towards Hakadosh Baruch Hu, we can then appeal to Him in
a completely different way and say, “nv |yn7 nwy 'n — grant
me a good year of health, happiness, and prosperity for Your
sake, because my guf has now become Yours.”

Coming Closer, No Matter the Circumstances

We just now experienced the Mir yeshiva camp in Mitzpeh
Yericho, where we were fortunate to hear an incredibly inspiring
speech from R' Shalom Mordechai Rubashkin, who described
his perseverance in the darkness of prison, which exemplified
the concept of 171 7IT1 ' TiT7 1IN, of feeling that I'm here in this
world because | want to get closer to Hakadosh Baruch Hu.

No one should ever be tested with the tribulations R' Shalom
Mordechai experienced, but the idea of being in prison and still
feeling that my neshamah is not subject to the limitations of
my physical situation and remains davuk to Hakadosh Baruch

NNINWI0 |4

Hu is a lesson we can all learn from and apply to our own
circumstances. Whether I’'m in the office, in the car, or involved
in whatever | happen to be doing, ani 'dodi - I’'m really here
to come closer to Hakadosh Baruch Hu.

And thatis mirrored and magnified by the dodi li, as Hakadosh
Baruch Hu grants us tremendous siyatta d’Shmaya in return.

True Light and Darkness

R' Pincus writes in his sefer that he once met an elderly woman
who was unfortunately very distant from Yiddishkeit, but in
heryouth she had had the opportunity to speak to the Chofetz
Chaim. “You live in the darkness of Radin,” she had chided him.
“You're not exposed to the brilliance and light that is available
in the world. If you leave Radin and join the enlightenment that
this world has to offer, you will wonder what you are doing in
the darkness of Radin.”

“It depends,” answered the Chofetz Chaim, “on what you're
trying to achieve. If you're involved in the world of gashmiyus
and trying to make physical things” - and bear in mind that he
said this over a hundred years ago - “the day will come when
planes will drop bombs strong enough to destroy the world.
That takes place in what you call the enlightened world.

“Butwe,” continued the Chofetz Chaim, “are involved in making
people, in creating a metziyus of closeness to Hakadosh Baruch
Hu, of ani 'dodi. And that takes place in what you call the
darkness of Radin.”

Thisis the great opportunity that Hakadosh Baruch Hu offers us:
N7771N12712 010 021197 101 1DINNXY. There's a new nesinah, and
it’s happeningtoday. Forget about what happened previously.
Right now, Hashem is |10, in the present tense, and we need
to see - NN - that our purpose is to utilize the opportunity
today to become closer to Hakadosh Baruch Hu. Then, all of
His greatness and might - 121X - are available to help us to get
closer to Him.

May we be zocheh, each and every one of us, to grab the
opportunity of what Parshas Re’eh, and Elul, and Rosh Hashanah
have to offer, and utilize it to truly seek out Hashem — YT
70217, and to have Him respond in kind: "NX77 7NK1P7 NINXD
JUINXD.
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