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PARSHAPREVIEW

BELOW IS AN ENGLISH ADAPTATION OF THIS WEEKS' PARSHA PREVIEW WHICH CAN BE HEARD LIVE EVERY WEDNESDAY AT 2:15 PM

Keeping the Joy Real

In Parshas Haazinu, we read in the shirah: 777" 11X
177NN 7P nJwn1'wn — the Rock who bore you was
forgotten, and you forgot Hakadosh Baruch Hu, who
brought you forth.

The Dubno Maggid explains this passuk with a
beautiful mashal. There was once a man who was
facing a court case and was sure he was going to
lose the case, since it seemed that the person who
was taking him to court had incriminating evidence
against him. At a loss for what to do, he went to see
a consultant and asked him for advice.

“No problem,” said the consultant. “Just buy a
whistle.”

“How will a whistle help me?” he wondered.

The consultant explained: “When the judge asks
you a question, just blow the whistle with all your
might. The judge will say, ‘What’s going on? Don’t
you hear the claims against you?’ Then you'll just
blow the whistle again. He'll think you’re crazy and
throw the case out.”

Sure enough, on the day of the court case, the judge
began questioning the man: “Is it true that this is what
happened? What do you have to say for yourself?”
Each time he was asked a question, the defendant
just blew the whistle, until finally the judge said, “This
guy is a lunatic,” and threw the case out of court.

Overjoyed, the man ran back to the consultant and
said, “Thank you so much for the idea. It worked
beautifully.”

“Wonderful,” said the consultant. “Now it’'s time to
pay me for my advice.”

Upon hearing this, the man pulled out his whistle
and started blowing it with all his might.

“What's going on?” said the consultant. “You owe
me the money!”

But the man just kept blowing the whistle.

The consultant cried, “What a chutzpah! The advice
I gave you, you're using against me?”
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The Dubno Maggid explains that when the passuk
says, "Wn 1 T7' MY, it is conveying that the Ribbono
Shel Olam, Who bore you, gave you the ability to
forget. Imagine if a person couldn’t forget all the
terrible things he heard about or experienced — he
would fall into misery and depression, and be unable
to live. Hashem granted us the ability to forget so that
we can forget bad things. Yet, the passuk is saying,
177nn 7P nJwnl — you used that ability to forget in
order to forget the Ribbono Shel Olam Himself. What
a chutzpah! The purpose of the kochos Hakadosh
Baruch Hu is not so that they can be used against
Him, chas v'shalom!

This applies to all the gifts Hakadosh Baruch Hu
gives us, which are meant to be used to serve Him.
If Hakadosh Baruch Hu gave a person talents,
intelligence, or abilities, he should use them for
avodas Hashem. They were given to him for a reason,
and certainly should not be turned against their Giver.

This message is very timely for Sukkos, which is
Zman Simchaseinu, and also Chag Ha’asif, the time
of the year when we bring in the produce from the
fields. There'’s a tremendous amount of bounty and
abundance inside the house, and people have what
to eat for the next year, so they're happy.

But this abundance is also dangerous, as is the
simchah that comes in wake of all the wealth. As it
says earlier in the parshah, ninw vyl NW? DWW
n'w3 nay — Klal Yisrael became fat. They had so
much wealth, they indulged too much, and they
started to forget Hakadosh Baruch Hu.

Hakadosh Baruch Hu gives us all this abundance
so that we should have simchah and be available to
serve Him. The simchah is meant to be channeled
in His service — chas v'chalilah that we should take
this wealth and use it against Him!

Sukkos is a time when the family gets together.
There's extra time, there’s more eating, and with a
lot of people around, it's possible for lashon hara
or other issues to come up. Certainly, a person
should be careful not to misuse the simchah of this
time, which can easily turn into nisyonos in avodas
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Hashem. This Zman Simchaseinu is meant to be
used for avodas Hashem and not, chas v'chalilah,
used against Him.

The extra time on Yom Tov, when people are off
from work, also affords us the ability to focus on
avodas Hashem to a greater extent, as Chazal say,
71N M2T2 N2 P10V X7X 01210 O NINAW 1IN X7,

The Sefer HaChinuch sees a similar significance in
the mitzvah of dalet minim, as it states:
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Why did Hakadosh Baruch Hu give us the mitzvah
of taking a lulav, an esrog, hadassim and aravos?
The Chinuch explains that Chag Ha'asif is the zman
of simchah, and simchah is dangerous, because
it can cause a person to forget the Ribbono Shel
Olam. Therefore, Hashem commanded us to take
the dalet minim in our hands, to remind us that all
the joy of our hearts should be channeled for His
sake and His honor .

The Chinuch adds that Hashem wanted this reminder
to take the form of something that brings simchah,
and he says something fascinating: that naturally,
these four species bring simchah to people who
see them. The sight of date trees, palm trees —
from which we take lulavim — is indeed appealing;
it reminds people of vacation, and definitely brings
simchah. But he says that this is true of all the dalet
minim.

The idea is that these minim are supposed to remind
us that the simchah of this time is for avodas
Hashem.

This brings us to another reason why Sukkos is
called Zman Simchaseinu. It's not just because it’s
Chag Ha'asif, but also because Hakadosh Baruch
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Hu grants kapparah for our aveiros. Sukkos comes
in the wake of Yom Kippur.

Tishrei is built in such a way that on Rosh Hashanah,
we accept Hashem’s malchus. Then, we need to
feel remorse for anything that we might have done
against the King. And after we receive kapparah,
we have the simchah of coming together with
Hakadosh Baruch Hu in a commemoration of the
ananei hakavod. Then, we can celebrate the joy of
Shemini Atzeres and Simchas Torah together with
Hakadosh Baruch Hu, Who tells Klal Yisrael, “Stay
with me one more day.”

That simchah comes on the heels of the kapparah
for our aveiros, as Hakadosh Baruch Hu tells us,
through the bas kol that emanates on Motza’ei Yom
Kippur, nX 07K 1X1127 '3 ... 1NN7 NNNW2 73K 17
J'wyn. “Now, you can eat with simchah,” Hashem
says, “because you're cleansed of aveiros.”

That's the real simchah: becoming free from aveiros.
The title Chag Ha'asif represents the material
reason for experiencing simchah at this time, and
the title Zman Simchaseinu is due to spiritual joy
we experience as a result of the kapparah.

A person who bears in mind that the joy is because
we were forgiven will have a true, lasting simchah.
And the joy shouldn’t bring us to do the opposite, to
turn against Hakadosh Baruch Hu, chas v’chalilah.

Indeed, the Rambam says at the end of Hilchos
Shofar V'Sukkah V’Lulav that it's a tremendous
avodah for a person to be b'simchah:nnw'w nnnwn
N71TA NTIAV [N NIXW 7K NANKATNIXNN NTWY OTX
N0,

One of the greatest levels is to be samei’ach in
avodas Hashem; conversely, the tochachah comes
because a person didn’'t serve Hakadosh Baruch
Hu b’simchah. So if a person remembers that the
true simchah is after Yom Kippur, and he thinks
when he’s holding the dalet minim that these are
Hakadosh Baruch Hu’s way of reminding us what the
real simchah is — the simchah of avodas Hashem
— then certainly he will be able, b’ezras Hashem,
to have a truly simchadike yom tov.
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