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PARSHAPREVIEW

1Y UNI

Below is an English adaptation of this weeks' Parsha Preview which can be heard live every Wednesday at 2:15 PM

Will We Be Pardoned?

Harav Hagaon Peretz Tarshish shlita

It is right before Rosh Hashanah, and everyone is
trying to prepare in their own way to be ready for
the Yom Hadin. We have a mesorah from the baalei
mussar that Chodesh Elul is, unfortunately, very
much lacking, and I include myself in that.

I would like to suggest an approach that can help
all of us fulfill our responsibility on this day and
properly utilize Rosh Hashanah, which will lead us
into Aseres Yemei Teshuvah and Yom Kippur while
doing teshuvah the way it is supposed to be done.

Chazal discuss, in several places, the connection
between the first day of Tishrei and the judgment of
Rosh Hashanah, and the Ran addresses this as well.
We know that this is the day when Hakadosh Baruch
Hu sits in judgment, but what makes this the day of
judgment? Creation began on 25 Elul, not on the first
day of Tishrei! We can explain that the first of Tishrei
is when Adam Harishon was created, and he was the
culmination of Creation, but the Ran gives a different
explanation.

Chazal say that during the first hour of the sixth day
of Creation, yom hashishi, Hakadosh Baruch Hu had
the thought to create Adam Harishon, and during
the second hour he consulted with the malachim.
Other things happened in subsequent hours, and
during the seventh hour Hashem blew a neshamah
into Adam. During the eighth hour he was brought
into Gan Eden, during the ninth hour he was given
a command, during the tenth hour he sinned, and
during the eleventh hour he stood in judgment before
Hakadosh Baruch Hu. His verdict was handed down
during the twelfth hour, at the end of the sixth day,
and then Shabbos came in and Adam Harishon was
asked to leave Gan Eden. But the Midrash adds that
he left bdimus.

What does bdimus mean? It’s not a very common
word.

The Aruch explains that dimus is when someone is
sentenced to death and is pardoned. How was Adam
Harishon pardoned?

Hakadosh Baruch Hu had given him a command and
told him that on the day he would eat from the eitz
hadaas, he would die. So by rights, he should have
been executed on the spot. But Hakadosh Baruch

Hu had rachmanus on him, and instead, He allowed
Adam Harishon to live a long life.

What happened to the punishment he deserved?

It was given in installments, and paid by his
descendants, until eventually one of those descendants
would rectify the cheit of Adam Harishon.

Hakadosh Baruch Hu judged Adam Harishon with
rachmanus. Without that rachmanus, Adam Harishon
would have been killed, and everything would have
been over. The rachmanus was that Hashem left a
place for tikkun. Adam Harishon was not zocheh, but
one day his children will be zocheh.

The Midrash continues that Hakadosh Baruch
Hu told Adam Harishon, “This is a siman for your
children. Just as you faced a judgment and you left
bdimus — being pardoned with rachamim, so that
the terrible gzar din hanging over you did not come
to fruition — so, too, your children will stand before
me in judgment on this day of Rosh Hashanah, and
they will emerge bdimus. I will make sure to issue a
verdict with rachamim.”

What was Adam Harishons avodah here? It does
not say that Adam Harishon did teshuvah. In fact,
another Midrash relates that Adam Harishon
met Kayin and asked him what happened with his
judgment, and Kayin answered, “I did teshuvah and
Hakadosh Baruch Hu made a compromise with me”
The Midrash goes on to say that upon hearing this,
Adam Harishon slapped himself on the face and
lamented, “If only I would have known about the
power of teshuvah, perhaps things would have been
different”

Clearly, Adam Harishon was not aware of the
possibility of teshuvah.

Trusting the Judge

When the Torah lists the various korbanos of the
Yamim Tovim in Parashas Pinchas, the verb used
in relation to most of the offerings is onapm, you
should bring a korban. Regarding the korban of
Rosh Hashanah, however, the verb used is onwm,
you should make a korban. The Midrash explains
that Hashem is telling Klal Yisrael, 185 onoioiw 11on
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since you came before Me for judgment and left with
a pardon of rachamim, I consider it as though you
made yourselves into a new creation.

The Gemara (Avodah Zarah 16b) relates that people
tried to force R' Eliezer to worship idols, and when
he refused, he was brought to judgment. At the point
when he was about to be convicted and subsequently
executed, the judge asked him, “You are a wise man.
Why do you busy yourself with these vain pursuits
[meaning Torah study]?”

R’ Eliezer, who was prepared to be moser nefesh
rather than worship idols, answered the judge, “I put
my trust in the Judge” He was referring to Hakadosh
Baruch Hu, the Dayan Haemes, but the judge thought
he meant him, and he replied, “Since you have placed
your trust in me, you are pardoned (dimus).”

We know that the Heavenly kingdom resembles
the earthly kingdom, and the Chofetz Chaim, in
Shemiras Halashon, explains that if a person accepts
Hakadosh Baruch Hu’s judgment without question,
recognizing that He knows what is right, then the
verdict is a totally different verdict. If in the earthly
kingdom, when a person places his trust in the judge,
the judge responds, “I see that you are an upstanding
person, so you are pardoned,” then when we stand
before Hakadosh Baruch Hu and say, “We place our
trust in the Judge,” we, too, are pardoned.

Perhaps this is what the Midrash means when it says
01771 157%2 D5 71X 15PN DINTA DNXRY™ 1772 1195 DNOINIW 117N
1195 onwyl. We go before Hashem, knowing that there
is a din happening. Closing our eyes and placing our
emunah in segulos is not called being omed bdin. A
person can benefit from segulos, but our avodah is to
know that there is a din, which means that Hakadosh
Baruch Hu wants accountability. He doesn’t expect us
to do more than we are capable of, but we have to
know that there is a din and that we are accountable
for our actions 24 hours a day, 7 days a week.

Becoming Accountable

Hakadosh Baruch Hu wants gadlus from us, and in
order to ensure that this happens, He takes inventory
once a year, through the process of din.

Wehave to be omed bdin — literally, stand in judgment
— because when we come before Hakadosh Baruch
Hu, there is no place for “sitting” The halachah is that
there was no sitting in the azarah, except for the kings
of Malchus Beis Dovid, and similarly, in front of
Hakadosh Baruch Hu we stand at attention, meaning
that we’re mevatel ourselves to Him.

Adam Harishon stood before Hakadosh Baruch Hu
in judgment, meaning that he took responsibility,
and recognized that the Eibishter is just. That alone
sufficed for him to be yotzei bdimus. And that is
our preparation for Yom Hadin as well. We cannot
be in denial; we have to know that we are standing
in judgment before Hakadosh Baruch Hu, we have
to take responsibility for our actions, and we have to
declare that we trust in the Judge, because we know
that the Eibishter is just.

If we do so, then we are assured that we will be yotzei
bdimus, and Hakadosh Baruch Hu will give us a
judgment with rachamim.

If we internalize that Hakadosh Baruch Hu is looking
for our good, and he seeks accountability from us,
then after Rosh Hashanah we’re able to start doing
teshuvah in a serious way, because we know the
Eibishter wants us. If, however, we approach Rosh
Hashanah with a whole list of things that Hakadosh
Baruch Hu didn’t give us last year, that doesn’t look
like were standing before Him in judgment. Of
course, the baalei mussar say that if we don’t daven
for our personal needs, that shows that we are lacking
emunah in Hakadosh Baruch Hu, but first and
foremost we must understand that there is judgment
and we must be accountable. Once we are 17125 Ty
1713, then, as a side point, we can ask for our needs.



