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Below is an English adaptation of this weeks' Parsha Preview which can be heard live every Wednesday at 2:15 PM

Yaakov Avinu’s Techumin: Full Stop!

Harav Hagaon Meir Tzvi Shpitzer Shlita

Yaakov Avinu sends large gifts to Eisav, with the message
N7 127 DY 2PY! ATV IDN DD 1WYT7 TN7 IINNN N, Rashi
explains that 1112 127 Dy implies that 'Nanw Nxp 2"n.
Why was it important for Yaakov to convey to Eisav that
he had kept the 613 mitzvos in Lavan’s house?

The Chasam Sofer explains that Yaakov Avinu was
displaying the riches he had been privileged to amass,
and since Eisav knew that he (Eisav) was destined to
receive the riches of this world, he would wonder how
Yaakov Avinu had managed to obtain this wealth. The
answer, as Yaakov was conveying, was that he had kept
the 613 mitzvos, one of which is Shabbos, which carries
the incredible segulah of 1'wiyn N'0 "N N2132; the Gemara
says that bircas Hashem refers to Shabbos, which is the
mekor haberachah, and therefore brings ashirus. In other
words, Yaakov Avinu was zocheh to ashirus because he
kept Shabbos.

Laterin the parshah, Yaakov Avinu arrives in Shechem and
encamps there. Regarding the words 1'vin 19 NX |01, the
Midrash teaches that he arrived on Friday afternoon and
established techumin, meaning that he designated places
that he was and wasn’t allowed to go on Shabbos. There
are differing opinions as to whether he was outside the city
of Shechem and that’s where he spent Shabbos because
he couldn’t go inside due to the techum restriction, or
whether he actually entered the town and he couldn’t
leave on Shabbos because of the dinim of techumin.

Why is it important for us to know that Yaakov Avinu
established techumin? The Midrash, in Parshas Bereishis,
observesthat the navi (Yeshayah 58:14) promises us that
if we keep Shabbos, Hakadosh Baruch Hu will grant us the
same inheritance of Yaakov Avinu: /2N Y N'701 3'A7IXNDI.
What was Yaakov Avinu’s inheritance? Hashem promised
him an endless portion, a 0'"IXN 71 N7N), as the passuk
says, N2221 NYOXI NN TZINn! NX191. When the passuk says,
QAN QPY! N'7ND AT7IKNI, it is conveying that when you
keep Shabbos, you, too, will merit this boundless portion.

Why, asks the Midrash, did Yaakov Avinu merit this berachah
of N2221 NYOXI NN TPIINN! NX191? Because he’s the one who
kept Shabbos. In the zechus of 1'yin 119 NX |01, he merited
a DX 72 07N

How do we understand the relationship between keeping
Shabbos, specifically the concept of techumin, and the
ashirus of 0xn 1721 N7N1?
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The Shelah says that this world has a never-ending pull on
a person. A person gets involved in gashmiyus on Sunday,
Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, and so on, and if you don’t
put a stop to it, then the gashmiyus just keeps going,
drawing a person in more and more. You have pleasure
from this world, and then you crave the next pleasure and
the next, as you are drawn into the never-ending spiral
of this world.

R' Yechezkel Abramsky, in Chazon Yechezkel, cites the
Kuzari’s explanation that by creating the world in six days,
Hakadosh Baruch Hu, kivaychol, created a stopping point
for the world. The seventh day is meant to be a time to
focus not on gashmiyus but on the real purpose of the
world, which was and remains ruchniyus. The days of the
week, with their gashmiyus, draw us further and furtherinto
this world, so we have to make a stop and think, what was
my madreigah a week ago? How close was | to Hakadosh
Baruch Hu a week ago? Then, we refocus on the purpose
of this world, reminding ourselves that we are here in
order to be involved in ruchniyus, and all the gashmiyus
that we’re busy with is only a means to bring us and the
world to a ruchniyus goal. When a person understands
this, then Shabbos has achieved its purpose, and he can
bring kedushah into the following week.

The sameideais expressed by R' Tzadok (Tzidkas HaTzaddik
237).

With this in mind, we can explain that Yaakov Avinu’s
observance of the halachos of techumin was a statement
that he would not become pulled into all that this world
has to offer. Rather than traveling, he would stop in his
place and contemplate, what am | really doing in this
world? My tachlisisn’t to run around and travel the world,
but to bring kedushah to the place where | am. For this,
Yaakov Avinu was zocheh to a 0'"1x» 71 n'7N2.

Shabbos: The Pursuit of Ruchniyus

The 39 melachos that are forbidden on Shabbos are based
on the same concept. The first eleven melachos, the Gemara
tells us, are called sidura d’pas, encompassing the labors
that are necessary for creating bread: zorei’a, choresh,
kotzer, me’amer, and so on. Those are followed by another
set of melachos that are necessary for creating wool, leather,
and clothing: gozez and menapetz, then tzad, shochet, and
mafshit. The final melachos are necessary for building a
house: kosev and mochek, boneh and soser, and so on.
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Below is an English adaptation of this weeks' Parsha Preview which can be heard live every Wednesday at 2:15 PM

These 39 melachos represent involvement in this world.
What is a person busy with in this world? Food, clothing,
and shelter — these are the areas that a person dedicates
his life to, as he seeks to enjoy more and more of these
things. These 39 melachos drag us into the never-ending
cycle of pursuit of happiness, as a person seeks one
pleasure after another. This goes on and on, unless the
person puts a stop to it and decides not to be involved,
for twenty-five hours, in pursuing food, clothing, and
housing, but to instead focus on the real purpose of this
world, which is ruchniyus.

As R’ Abramsky explains, Hakadosh Baruch Hu made the
world in six days and then stopped on the seventh day
because that day represents the purpose of this world, and
everything that happened in those six days was only to
enable us to get closer to Hakadosh Baruch Hu. Shabbos
serves as an opportunity to refocus, and to analyze: Am |
ata higher madreigah than | was at a week ago? Itis a time
to focus on tefillos and enjoy the spirituality of Shabbos.

If a person does that, he is following the example of Yaakov
Avinu, who established techumin and was zocheh to nX191
N2 NMIOXI NN TPI NN This promise of endless berachah
in this world comes when you understand that 'n N3712
1wy NN, and that the tachlis of this world is ruchniyus.
If you focus on ruchniyus, that’s when you get your n'7n
D'XN 172, because you’re not limited to the gashmiyus
of this world.

Remember the Purpose!

There’s a famous story recorded in the sefer Rachamei
Ha’av about the father of the Rema, who had a business
in Krakow and was offered a business deal just before
chatzos on Erev Shabbos. Since he never did melachah
or kept his business open after chatzos, he closed his
business and lost that important deal — but for that, he
was blessed a year later with a son who became the Rema.

There’s noissur to keep a business open after chatzos on
Friday, but the father of the Rema understood that the
purpose of Shabbos is to realize what’s the real tachlis of
this world. He closed his store on Friday afternoon because
he wanted to spend time before Shabbos preparing
himself spiritually. He understood that Shabbos offers an
opportunity for ruchniyus, and in that zechus he merited
to have a son who became the Rema, because he was
brought up with this understanding that this world is
really for ruchniyus and not for gashmiyus.

In a similar vein, there’s a famous story told about a man
named R’ Donath who lived in Haifa about eighty years
ago and was a shareholder in a big coat company called
Shachar. When this coat company entered a partnership
with the Egged company, R’ Donath was unsure whether

n7wi| 4

to maintain his involvement, due to concerns of shemiras
Shabbos, so he approached his rav, Rav Klein from Haifa,
and asked him whether he could remain a shareholder.
Rav Klein said he didn’t know the answer to this difficult
halachic question, so he went to ask the Chazon Ish in
Bnei Brak.

The Chazon Ish responded that remaining a shareholder
in the company might be halachically muttar, but if he
wanted to have children and grandchildren who keep
Torah properly and bring him nachas, he should pull out.
That’s exactly what R’ Donath did, and he was zocheh to
an incredibly large family full of ehrliche people who are
big talmidei chachamim.

The Chazon Ish was conveying that it’s one thing just to
keep the Shabbos, and another thing to understand what
Shabbosreallyis. If you remain a partner in that company,
the Chazon Ish was saying, you’re failing to realize that the
purpose of Shabbos is to understand that we are here in
this world for ruchniyus. The point isn’t to look for some
way to find a heter to keep your business open on Shabbos.

May Hakadosh Baruch Hu bentch all of us to follow in
the way of Yaakov Avinu and keep our techumim clear,
knowing what is for Shabbos and what is not, and may
we be zocheh to M'wWyn X' 'n N212 and to the '71 n7M)
0'1xD of N2 NIOXINRTPI NP NXTDI.
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