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Below is an English adaptation of this weeks' Parsha Preview which can be heard live every Wednesday at 2:15 PM

Never Give Up!

Harav Hagaon Yitzchok Caplan shlita

In this parshah the Torah describes how Avraham Avinu and
Sarah Imeinu were finally zocheh, after many years of waiting,
to their precious child Yitzchak. Avraham was a hundred years
old, and Sarah was ninety.

Why did it have to be that way? We know, observes R' Tzadok
HaKohen, that it’s preferable to minimize the miracle, so that it
shouldn’t be so clear that Hakadosh Baruch Hu is performing a
nes. Why, then, did He wait until Avraham Avinu was already a
hundred years old and Sarah was well past her childbearing years?

R’ Tzadok answers with a fundamental insight that enlightens
us as to the very essence of Klal Yisrael: Hakadosh Baruch Hu
specifically wanted the foundation of Klal Yisrael to come about
through a situation of complete yiush, where Avraham and Sarah
utterly despaired of ever having a child. Precisely in that situation
Hakadosh Baruch Hu said, “You’re still going to have a child,” to
show us that there is never a situation where a Yid should give
up, because Hakadosh Baruch Hu is always there, and He can
do anything, as the passuk says, 127 'np X79'0. In any situation,
He can get you out.

R’ Tzadok adds that Avraham Avinu himself demonstrated this
principle, in last week’s parshah, when he pursued the four kings
to try to rescue Lot. These four kings had triumphed over the
five kings, which indicated how mighty they were. Nevertheless,
Avraham Avinu was undeterred from challenging them. The passuk
relates that he took 318 people along with him, but Chazal inform
us that he actually took along only one person: Eliezer, whose
name has the gematria of 318.

What is the significance of the name “Eliezer”?

Moshe Rabbeinu also named his son “Eliezer,” giving the following
reason: NVY19 1NN 117X MTYA AN IT7X 2. Chazal tell us that
Moshe Rabbeinu had Pharaoh’s sword at his neck, and even so,
Hakadosh Baruch Hu saved him. Indeed, Chazal urge us never
to despair, even if a sharp sword is upon our neck: N TN 217N 17'9X
DDNIN N INXY YINT 7K DTN 7Y INNIX 7V NNAID. The name “Eliezer,”
which signifies 'MTya "ax'J7), conveys this idea of never giving up.

Similarly, Avraham Avinu didn’t despair of rescuing Lot, and that
idea is symbolized by his taking along Eliezer. R' Tzadok notes that
the gematria of Eliezer, 318, is one more than the gematria of wIny,
which is 317. “Eliezer” — which connotes going with Hakadosh
Baruch Hu’s help — overcomes yiush, banishing despair through
the knowledge that Hakadosh Baruch Hu is always there to help.

|4

Keep Davening!

This idea applies in both the realm of gashmiyus as well as the
realm of ruchniyus. When a person is davening repeatedly for
something, whether a shidduch, parnassah, or anything else,
and he finds himself waiting and waiting, he might feel that he’s
ready to give up. But Hakadosh Baruch Hu doesn’t want you to
give up! He wants another tefillah!

We see, from Avraham Avinu, that Hakadosh Baruch Hu desires
the tefillos of tzaddikim, and He wanted more tefillah from him,
waiting until he was a hundred years old to grant his request.
Each tefillah brought Avraham closer. Similarly, Moshe Rabbeinu
davened 515 tefillos to enter Eretz Yisrael, and he would have kept
on going had Hakadosh Baruch Hu not instructed him to stop.

I think Hakadosh Baruch Hu gave us a demonstration of this idea
this past year when Rav Tzvi Kushelevsky was zocheh to a son
after 65 years of waiting. “I never gave up,” he said, and this is
what he keeps telling people: Don’t give up! Keep on davening,
and davening again!

Who would have believed that after 65 years, he was still davening
and waiting for a child?

Chazal (Berachos 32b) tell us that when a person davens to
Hakadosh Baruch Hu but doesn’t get what he wants, he should
daven again: n 7 NP1 927 \OXIPTD "N 78 NP How does it help to
daven again? The more the person davens, the more he realizes
that only Hakadosh Baruch Hu can help him, and there’s nothing
too hard for Hakadosh Baruch Hu. Each tefillah brings him closer
to this cognizance that Hakadosh Baruch Hu has the ability to
answer him: 127 "N X79'0. That’s in the gashmiyus realm.

Because, Not Despite

In the realm of ruchniyus, as well, there is no room for yiush, as
we know the principle of Djjl 7'TX 719! vaY. One of the gedolim
said that he had to fall seven thousand times! No matter how
many times a person falls, he should never despair, because that’s
what the yetzer hara wants: that the person should give up. As
long as the person is still getting up, then no matter how many
times he has fallen, the very fact that he’s fighting is already half
the s’char. Even if he falls again, he should see that as an impetus
to grow even higher.

Rav Hutner would say that people typically interpret the words
DjJ1 77X 7191 vaY to mean that although a tzaddik falls seven times,
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he nevertheless keeps getting up. That is how fools understand
this concept, says Rav Hutner; wise people understand that the
tzaddik only reached that level because he fell seven times and
rose each time. As long as a person is not meya’eish, as long as
he keeps fighting, he is already being oveid Hakadosh Baruch
Hu and receiving s’char.

Often, a person takes on kabbalos during the Yamim Noraim,
but already at the beginning of the winter, these resolutions are
starting to fall by the wayside. Or it can happen that a person
tries to work on something for many years, without success.
The main thing is never to give up! Try something else, take a
different approach, perhaps ask someone for advice. It’s never
too late! There are people at late stages in life who have been
able to change things about themselves that they thought they
would never be able to change and accomplish things that they
never thought they’d be able to do.

If You’re Important, You Can Succeed

I ' was thinking that one strategy by which a person could be
zocheh not to fall down yet again, after falling numerous times,
is to bearin mind the following idea, which can be gleaned from
an incident later in the parshah.

When Hakadosh Baruch Hu told Avraham Avinu that He was
planning to destroy Sedom, Avraham davened that the city be
spared, which itself is fascinating: Hakadosh Baruch Hu said He
was going to do something, and Avraham Avinu tries to stop him!
As part of Avraham’s tefillah he declared: 7x 1277 'R7XIN X)) NN
19X 19y 1DIN] 'N. What did he mean when he said, “I am earth
and ashes”? Rashi explains that he could have been reduced to
earth when he fought the four kings, and he could have turned
into ashes when Nimrod threw him into the fire.

Rav Wolbe wonders why the phrase “I am earth and ashes”
cannot be understood simply as a way of saying, “l am nothing.”
Why do Rashi and Chazal have to expound this phrase to mean
something more complex?

Rav Wolbe answers that Avraham Avinu understood that it’s
not a virtue to ignore your own capabilities and declare that
you’re a nothing. A person is not meant to efface himself and
feel worthless. Rather, a person should feel that he is great, and
he has the ability to step up and daven even to override what
Hakadosh Baruch Hu said He is planning to do!

When Avraham declared that he is earth and ashes, therefore, it
must be that he was conveying that he could have turned into
earth and ashes during those perilous experiences.

One of the building blocks of a person’s avodas Hashem is for
him to recognize his own maalos and understand that he is not
a nothing. Indeed, Rabbeinu Yonah says, at the beginning of
Sefer Shaarei Ha’avodah, that the first step in avodas Hashem

N[5

is to recognize the chashivus of yourself and your ancestors and
know how beloved you are to Hashem. Realize how great you are!
If you realize how great you are, it puts you on a pedestal and
elevates you, so that you realize yourself that it’s not appropriate
for you to act in certain ways. This automatically gives you a
certain standing.

Know Your Strengths... And Their Source

In this vein, the Derashos HaRan gives a fascinating explanation
of the pesukim .nTn 7'n0 NXC'7 NWY ' T DXVI 'ND 72272 20N
7'0 NIWY7 0D 7 1030 NN D PPN N NN NNDTIL We generally
understand these pesukim to be conveying that when a person
starts becoming wealthy and successful, he begins to brag and
attribute his achievements to himself, so the Torah tells him, “No,
it’s not you, it’s Hakadosh Baruch Hu Who is the Source of his
success. The Derashos HaRan interprets this as a tzivui, however:
A person should say, “Yes, it was my kochos that enabled me to
accomplish! But | realize that it was Hakadosh Baruch Hu Who
gave me those kochos.”

You’re right — you have brains, you have brawn, you have good
ideas. Butjust remember who gave you those kochos, those talents,
those good ideas. Don’t ignore your maalos — recognize them!

Rav Yerucham would say, “Woe to someone who doesn’t know
his chesronos, but double woe to someone who doesn’t know
his maalos.” A person who doesn’t recognize his own strengths
is missing the first step in being oveid Hakadosh Baruch Hu.

By recognizing our strengths, we enable ourselves to step up
to the yetzer hara and prevent ourselves from falling down yet
again. Instead, we can become the tzaddik of Djp| P'TX 719! vy
and use all our talents for avodas Hashem.

DI7WN D N 7Y NN 71w - waTn N



