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Below is an English adaptation of this weeks' Parsha Preview which can be heard live every Wednesday at 2:15 PM

Chanukah: Capturing the Ohr Haganuz

Harav Hagaon Peretz Tarshish Shlita

The Gemara in Shabbos, in Bameh Madlikin, cites Rav’s
statement that the wicks and fuels that the chachamim
forbade for use for Shabbos candles may be used for the
Chanukah candles. The problem with those wicks is that
the fire doesn’t catch onto them so well, so Chazal were
concerned that on Shabbos, a person might try to fix the
flame. But those limitations, as well as the limitations of
which oils may be used, do not apply to Chanukah lecht.

Thereis a beautiful vort that explains the deeper difference
between Shabbos and Chanukah lecht. The passuk states: 1)
DTN NNYI 'N, which can be understood as follows. Hakadosh
Baruch Hu provides us with a guf and a neshamah; the gufis
like the vessel, and the neshamah is like the wick. He gives
us oil - i.e., sustenance - but we have to provide the fire,
the flame. That’s our avodah - to serve Hakadosh Baruch
Hu with a bren.

Do we serve Him with a bren, or are we flickering out?

Shabbos has an exceptional koach; it is extremely kadosh,
described as NIwo1n DVI). But there are some people -some
psilos and shemanim - whose neshamos even Shabbos can’t
ignite. But when Chanukah comes, Chanukah is so uplifted
and its light is so great that even those whose neshamos are
not kindled by Shabbos can become ignited on Chanukah.

What does this mean for us? How can we feel the ohr of
Chanukah? How can we make sure that it has an impact on us?

Publicizing the Hidden Testimony

Chazal tell us that the menorah was an eidus that the
Shechinah resided among Klal Yisrael, because the ner
hamaaravi never went out. Eidus is testimony that witnesses
give before beis din, which is a public place; everyone can
see what goes on there. Yet the eidus of the menorah was
hidden deep inside the Beis Hamikdash. To get to see the
menorah, a person would first have to travel to Yerushalayim
and make his way to the Har Habayis. From there, he would
have to enter the Cheil, and then the Ezras Nashim, and then
the Ezras Yisrael, the Azarah, and the Ulam, until he would
finally make it into the Heichal.

In reality, though, it wasn’t possible for the vast majority of
Klal Yisrael to witness this testimony. The only ones who
were zocheh to see the lit menorah and the ner hamaaravi
were the Kohanim who entered the Heichal to light the
menorah and bring the ketores.

If so few people actually saw the menorah, why was it called
eidus?
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The answer is that we can all be zocheh to experience this
eidus - if we go deep, deep inside and connect to Yerushalayim,
to the Beis Hamikdash, to the Heichal.

This is what we are supposed to do when we daven - we're
supposed to be mechaven k’neged Yerushalayim and the
Kodesh HaKodashim. Once we go deep inside and reach that
pnimiyus, we can reach the recognition that the Shechinah
resides among Klal Yisrael.

Chazal instituted that although the eidus of the menorah
was usually hidden away in the Heichal, on Chanukah we are
meant take that eidus and publicize to it everyone, placing
our menorah at the entrance of the house or courtyard for
pirsumeinisa. Normally, it is very hard to access that pnimiyus,
but on Chanukah its readily available, right at our front door
orin our window.

Don’t Leave it Outside!

Yet even though today the menorah is placed where all
can see it, it still has not lost its essence, which is the ohr
haganuz. That light is still very hidden, but Chazal gave us
an opportunity to connect with it. It doesn’t happen by itself,
however. If we want to acquire that hidden light, we have to
work on ourselves and become pnimi, until the light becomes
part of ourinner essence - which was exactly the point of the
war between the Chashmonaim and the Yevanim.

The koach of Yavan was their chochmah, which we call
chochmah chitzonis. They worshiped superficiality: external
beauty and the perfection of the body. These are things
that may be necessary for Olam Hazeh, which is a world of
superficiality, but Klal Yisrael’'s world is an olam pnimi, as
represented by the menorah, which was hidden deep inside
the Heichal.

The only way to fight chitzoniyus is through pnimiyus, but
sometimes it’s very hard to get there. The Eibishter gave us
this yom tov of Chanukah, and Chazal instituted the public
lighting of the menorah, so that what’s usually deep inside
can now be found outside, which makes it easier for us to
acquire it. But that acquisition is only the beginning; to have
atrue kinyan and be zocheh to the ohr haganuz, we have to
take this light and internalize it.

We still have time to chap arein and be zocheh to the lights of
Chanukah, so that we can become pnimiyus’dike mentschen.
Then, our Torah and avodah will not be merely external, but
will represent our innermost essence.

Ah freilechen Chanukah!
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