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Below is an English adaptation of this weeks' Parsha Preview which can be heard live every Wednesday at 2:15 PM

Torah vs. Yavan: Sharing vs. Receiving

Harav Hagaon Yosef Elefant Shlita

In Al Hanissim, we mention that Hashem delivered o' 171
01N 'Poiv T3, and the Beis Yosef (Orach Chaim 682)
points out that this does not seem to follow the pattern
of the previous phrases, all of which feature opposites:

,DMIND T DDV, D'VYD T'A 0'A7,0'W7N T DI NN
Q77X T2 DYWL

It would seem, however, that 0'TT are not the opposite
of 701N 'goiv.

The Beis Yosef explains that this phrase reflects the
wording of the passuk in Tehillim, TXD Ty X700 DT
NI X7 AMiNN. Chazal formulated these words of Al
Hanissim based on this passuk.

Still, this doesn’t answer the question of why D77 are
contrasted with 301N 'Poiv.

We can suggest the following explanation. The Midrash
says that the words DinnN 19 7y q¥niallude to Yavan, who
“darkened the eyes” of Klal Yisrael with their decrees and
told them: 7xaw 'J7N2 (770 D27 |'NW WD |17 7V 120D,
Why did they want them to write, specifically, that they
had no share in the G-d of Yisrael?

The Maharal and others explain that the reason Yavan
is particularly opposed to Klal Yisrael is that they pride
themselves on their chochmah, which the entire Western
world is still espousing, and they viewed the chochmas
haTorah as a threat to theirs.

Chazal instituted two separate berachos, one for when
a person sees chachmei Yisrael (PX'7 INRINND P70Y)
and another for chachmei umos ha’olam (iNp2NY |NIY
DT1w17).There are two significant differences between
these berachos: the verb — p7nv, which means to share,
versus |01y, which means to give — and the object of the
verb — I'N'7, which means those who fear Him, versus
DTl W17, which means a human being.

The Taz (ibid. 224:1) explains that the verb |n1Y connotes
that Hakadosh Baruch Hu gave this person wisdom, but
does not maintain an ongoing connection with him, as
connoted by the verb p7nY. When Hakadosh Baruch Hu
gave the Torah, He “shared” it, meaning that the purpose
of chochmas Yisrael is for the person to connect to Him:
NIN TN NIN M2 XRTIPEXNING 78w, Chachmei Yisrael,

nnn-ypn | 4

then, are not defined as people who know a lot, but rather
as people who have an ongoing connection to Hakadosh
Baruch Hu through His sharing of the Torah with them.
The study and absorption of the chochmas haTorah is
a shared experience, as opposed to the imparting of
wisdom to the nations of the world, to whom Hakadosh
Baruch Hu gives wisdom and waves goodbye: “Here’s
the wisdom, take it.” The wisdom is not a vehicle for
developing a relationship with Hakadosh Baruch Hu.

This brings us to the second difference, 'N1'7 vs. DT A7,
Are all chachmei Yisrael automatically 'N7'? The answer
is yes; it has to be that way. To share the chochmah of
Hakadosh Baruch Hu, a person has to have yirah, which
will create the appropriate relationship in which this
sharing can occur.

So there’s a deep, fundamental difference in the role
of chachmei haTorah vs. the chachmei umos ha’olam.
The Torah is meant to create I'XY!, and the way it does
that is through its being a shared experience, a means
of connecting to Hakadosh Baruch Hu. Its main purpose
is not to serve the person, but to uplift him and bring
him close to Hakadosh Baruch Hu. The chachmei umos
ha’olam, on the other hand, remain who they are, and
are not changed or spurred to growth by the wisdom
that Hakadosh Baruch Hu grants them.

The Yevanim certainly possessed a great deal of wisdom,
but chochmas Yisrael posed a threat to them because
it represented the need to improve and attain the level
of X7, The wisdom of the Torah demands from its
scholars a higher standard, and its study is meaningless
if between classes, the person is rolling in the gutter,
drunk, or experiences no personal growth as a result
of what he is learning. In this sense, chochmas Yisrael
presented a direct challenge to the worldview of Yavan,
which maintained that chochmah exists to serve man,
not to uplift him.

The fierce opposition of Yavan to chochmas Yisrael arose
from Klal Yisrael’s belief that chochmah has no value if
it doesn’t bring a person closer to Hashem (p7nv), and
therefore doesn’t create 'X1!. When the Yevanim declared,
TNV IJT7ND P70 D07 )XY WD N 7V 120D, they were
insisting that Klal Yisrael repudiate the sharing aspect
of Torah, in which they connect to Hashem; they wanted
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Below is an English adaptation of this weeks' Parsha Preview which can be heard live every Wednesday at 2:15 PM

Klal Yisrael to have only the |n1Y, which doesn’t require
people to become I'N7.

Zeidim are Impenetrable

We can now understand why D'T7 are contrasted with
MIN 'FRiv. What are zeidim? Dovid Hamelech defines
this term when he states, X7 307D TXD Ty NX'70 D171
NW). Zeidim engage in leitzanus, as the passuk in Mishlei
(21:24) underscores: iny Y7 1! TT.

Leitzanus has two harmful aspects, one more external
and one more internal. Externally, leitzanus involves
zilzul, ridicule of something that has intrinsic significance.
When Dovid declared, 'n'1 X7 307100 TND Ty X170 DT,
he was saying, “I didn’t abandon the Torah even though
the leitzim were deriding it.”

Butit goes much deeper than that. The Mesilas Yesharim
explains that the power of leitzanus can be compared
to a greased shield, which doesn’t allow anything to
adhere or penetrate. Similarly, leitzanus — even a drop
of it — blocks inspiration from penetrating the person’s
heart. A person can hearimmensely inspiring words, but
a bit of leitzanus will destroy the impact of those words.
That’s the deeper understand of TxND Ty X170 D' TT: the
leitz doesn’t allow Torah to penetrate.

When Dovid Hamelech adds that 01 X7 3n1inn, heis
expressing that he didn’t budge from the Torah, which
remains with him constantly, as a steady companion.
Unlike the wisdom of the nations, which is granted as
a one-time gift, indicating a casual relationship, the
wisdom of the Torah is shared, and the relationship with
Hakadosh Baruch Hu it represents is a continuous one.

In that sense, 0O'TT are the opposite of 701N 'PDIV. No
oneeverannounced, at a ceremony for the Nobel Prize in
physics, that the winneris such a masmid, he even learns
his physics book bein hasedarim. They might say that the
winner has accomplished incredible breakthroughs, or
innovated astoundinginventions, but they won’t describe
what physics has done to him as a person. No one ever
said that physics made a person who studied it become a
more upstanding individual. That’s not the point; results
are measured by what he did with his studies.

When it comes to Torah, however, the pointis the esek:
1IN PDIV. Torah is our esek, our avodah. What matters
is not the academic achievement, or what we get out of
Torah study, but our connection to the Torah.

Zeidim represent leitzanus, where what is studied doesn’t
penetrate the person. In contrast, 301N 'ZDIV means

nIN-ypn| 5

that the person is connected to what he is learning at
all times, as expressed in the phrase 'l X7 01inn:
| never budge from it. That’s because Torah is not just
about knowing information, which can be accomplished
even without 'MN'V1 X7, without a relationship, without
being X7

The Yevanim were zeidim in the sense that they did not
want chochmah to penetrate the person; they wanted
it to be something separate.

Dispelling Darkness with Light

Perhaps this explains why Yavan is referred to as “darkness.”
The Mesilas Yesharim describe a person who is groping
in this world without mussar as a blind man in the dark.
A person’s natural state, his factory setting, is to live
a life of darkness; indeed, Olam Hazeh is inherently a
place of darkness. That’s because naturally, a person
is controlled by his instinctual desires — kinah, taavah,
and kavod — which have no vision and no constructive
goal, and are therefore “blind.”

As we’ve discussed many times, unless our middos are
driven by seichel and harnessed to the truthful vision of
chochmah, they will remain in their natural state, as blind,
undirected, purposeless forces. This is what is meant by
the Mesilas Yesharim’s comparison of a person without
mussar to a blind man in the dark.

Torah, in contrast, is called ohr: 2ix NAINI NIXD 1) 1.
What does it light up? In a world of darkness, in which
a person lives by blind instinct, the Torah tells us where
to go, which direction to follow, which steps to take. It
enables us to differentiate between emes and sheker, so
that we don’t live a life of blind pursuits driven by blind
instincts. The light of Torah illuminates the darkness of
Yavan, who denied the light of Torah and insisted that a
person live according to his nature, and that there is no
reason why chochmah should uplift a person; let him
stay in darkness!

Their fight was against the light of Torah, which shows
a person how to live and what to do, and against the
idea that chochmah should turn those who study itinto
"N Chochmas Yavan says that wisdom is not meant
to illuminate a person’s path in life; let him remain in
the darkness and live a life of his base desires, without
chochmah affecting his personal life. In that way, they
darkened the eyes of Klal Yisrael, until the light of nix»n 1)
JIN NN prevailed.

A freilichen Chanukah.
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