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This week’s bishvilei haparsha is
sponsored by:

Mr. and Mrs. Avi Rogoff

As a zchus for the hatzlacha of our
children.
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Below is an English adaptation of this weeks' Parsha Preview which can be heard live every Wednesday at 2:15 PM

Focusing Eyes and Heart
Harav Hagaon Aharon David Shlita

In this parshah we find a crucial description of Moshe Rabbeinu:
Though he was a prince, he went out to his brothers, X1
DN72D2. Rashifamously explains: DN'7y AXID NIM7 1271 111y 1N,
This Rashi expresses the fundamental trait of Klal Yisrael and
manhigei Yisrael: to care about others. Moshe Rabbeinu, and
all manhigei Yisrael, pay attention to the tzaar of others.

Naturally, a person lives for himself and worries only about his
own issues: parnasssah, health, and so on. Human nature is
to not think about others, so how do you develop this middah
of worrying for others?

You stop learning, you stop working, and you think about
what another person is feeling and how he is doing. This is
the secret of getting into the heart of other people:i'1'y |m
1171 . Even though Moshe Rabbeinu was living in the palace
and lacked nothing, he went out to see how the enslaved
Yidden were suffering. The lesson for us is to look at how our
friends, and everyone around us, and Klal Yisrael as a whole,
are doing, and that will enable us to live a new life, one of
YIND TON A 7K1 nyd 1. We are all bound together, as
the Torah describes Bnei Yisrael as going down to Mitzrayim
¥o10D'vava, inthe singular, as opposed to Eisav’s family, who
are described as many nefashos. We are one nefesh, and we
think of others and try to help each other.

Our heiliger rebbi, R” Chaim Shmuelevitz, whose yahrtzeit just
passed, was a prime example of someone who was 1271 1'1'y |N)
DN'7V XD NIMNY. He was always thinking of Klal Yisrael and
crying for any tzarah in Klal Yisrael, and would truly experience
every person’s simchah. When his dear friend R’ Chaim Zaitchik,
a gadol from Novardhok, moved to Eretz Yisrael after losing his
family in World War Il and remarrying, he didn’t have a position,
and R’ Chaim was very worried about him. He asked two of his
close talmidim to arrange a position for R' Zaitchik, and they
met with great success. The leading avreichim in Ezras Torah
would come to hear shmuessen from him on Shabbos, and
the minyan the talmidim arranged still endures, even after his
passing. That’s all because R’ Chaim cared for his friend and
thought about how he was doing.

It Only Takes Some Thought

This is the way to open your heart — by thinking of others. R’
Chaim Shmuelevitz cites Rashi’s statement (Sanhedrin 68a)
that R’ Eliezer told R’ Akiva, “Your heart is open like an ulam.”
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By thinking about how others are doing — your friends, your
family, your wife and children — and trying to help them, you
access a deeper life that is not limited to your own existence.
It’s not easy, but it’s not so hard either; it just requires you
to think of others.

When R’ Chaim Shmuelevitz passed a shoe store and saw
children’s shoes for sale, he said that he could imagine — he
wasn’t seeing it, justimagining — the joy of a mother buying
her child’s first pair of shoes. What a simchah!

This was the middah of Moshe Rabbeinu, to focus his eyes
and heart on what others are experiencing.

The Mirrer talmidim traveled by train across Russia, and
then boarded a ship in Vladivostok that took them to Japan.
Once they left Russia, and realized that they were free, having
escaped the war zone, they began to dance from happiness.
R’ Chaim related that this dance remained with him all his
life; such was his ability to experience the simchah of others.

Chazal state that R’ Chiya would buy his wife gifts all the time;
he wanted to make her happy. Whenever he was out on the
street and noticed something she would want, he would buy
it for her. This was the holy Tanna R’ Chiya, who was so great
that although Reish Lakish wanted to see him in a dream,
he wasn’t able to, because R’ Chiya was too lofty. And this R’
Chiya bought his wife presents.

Klal Yisrael is in a terrible state now, fighting a war in which
so many people have been killed or wounded. We have to
think about our brothers, the soldiers, day and night and
have them in mind in every tefillah: 12maya XxanXA! They need
enormous rachamim. We’re not fighting, we’re learning or
working, but we should say Tehillim for them and daven for
them. This is the basis of Klal Yisrael, to focus our eyes and
hearts on our brothers.

Hashem should help us to really see the situation of others,
and this should open our hearts to daven for them, including
those who need shidduchim, children, refuos or other yeshuos.
Hashem wants our tefillos, and davening helps: 7'9 2010

INN7NNKL. Hashem should grant all the yeshuos we need and

make everyone healthy and happy, giving hatzlachah to all
of Klal Yisrael.
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