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Below is an English adaptation of this weeks' Parsha Preview which can be heard live every Wednesday at 2:15 PM

Is It Time to Recalculate?
Harav Hagaon Yitzchok Caplan Shlita

The Alter of Kelm tells us that all the fundamental
principles of avodas Hashem can be gleaned from
Yetzias Mitzrayim. Indeed, the famous Ramban at the
end of Parshas Bo delineates the fundamentals of
emunah in Hakadosh Baruch Hu that we learn from
Yetzias Mitzrayim; that Ramban is so essential to our
Yiddishkeit that Rav Wolbe would say that every Yid
should know it by heart.

More specifically, we find that the sefarim compare
Pharaoh to the yetzer hara. The Mesilas Yesharim says
that one of the tactics of the yetzer hara is to make
people busy, just as Pharaoh told the Yidden, TaJn
Y MATAIVY N N2 IRV DWIANKD 7Y N TAYn — make the
Yidden so busy that they won’t have time to think about
being set free. Similarly, the yetzer hara tries to make
people get so caught up in their lives that they don’t
have the ability to think about their avodas Hashem,
because he knows that if they would take some time for
contemplation they would immediately set themselves
on the right path.

I would like to focus on one of the lessons we can learn
from Pharaoh in Parshiyos Vaeira and Bo. It’s really
mind-boggling that although Pharaoh is warned about
the makkos in succession, and each one occurs exactly
as Moshe Rabbeinu described, he continues fighting
and refusing to let the Yidden go free. Even when his
servants tell him, D"1XN NTAX D VTN 01V — Don’t you
realize that Mitzrayim is going under? How can you be
so stubborn and refuse to let the Yidden go? — Pharaoh
justignores them.

During the later makkos, Hashem hardened Pharaoh’s
heart, but that was not the case during the earlier makkos,
and even when Hashem did harden his heart for the
later makkos, He did not take away his bechirah entirely.
Pharaoh may have lost a certain siyatta d’Shmaya at
that point, but he still had the ability to set the Yidden
free, had he really wanted to. Yet he stubbornly refused
to capitulate. Why?

R’ Leib Chasman explains that we see from there that
when a personisinvolved in something and dedicated
toit, he’s willing to fight to the end. Pharaoh was warned
by his chartumim already after the third makkah, when
they were unable to bring forth kinnim, that it’s an act
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of G-d — NIn D'P7X YAXNX. Yet although they informed
him that there’s no way to fight this, Pharaoh keeps on
fighting. At a certain point, he realizes that all is lost,
but nevertheless, he’s determined to fight until the end.
Even though he knows he’s wrong, and his refusal to
let the Yidden go is to his detriment, as Mitzrayim is
being destroyed, he can’t give up the battle.

This is actually a common middah: the inability to
submit to the truth. For example, let’s say a person is
arguing a point with his chavrusa, and they go back and
forth for ten, fifteen, twenty minutes, until suddenly
Reuven realizes that Shimon has a better pshat in the
Gemara. He’s so invested in his pshat, however, that he
doesn’t want to agree with Shimon and acknowledge
the truth, so he keeps on arguing even after he realizes
that his chavrusa is right. Once he’s entangled in the
disagreement, he’s going to argue until the end.

This often happens with spouses as well. They might
be disputing a point, and one has one idea while the
other has a different idea, until, at a certain point one
of the two realizes that the other person’s idea is better.
Still, the person is unable to give in. It’s not just that
he or she doesn’t want to be wrong, it’s also that after
fighting for ten or twenty minutes — or maybe a week
ora month or ayear — it’s hard to let go, so he or she
will keep on fighting even after realizing that the other
person may be right.

This tendency manifests not only in interpersonal
relationships, but also in a person’s avodas Hashem.

The Man with the Better Plan

One of the recent well-known personalities in the Mir
was R' Nochum Stilerman, who passed away last week.
He was known as “the man with the plan,” as dubbed
by Rabbi Frand at a Siyum HaShas. He earned this title
because, when he was seventy years old, he made a
plan to review a couple of masechtos, and he went to R’
Nosson Tzvi Finkel and asked him, “Is this a good plan?”

R'Nosson Tzvi challenged him to revise his plan. “Your
plan should include not just one masechta,” he said,
“but all of Shas.”
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“I just turned seventy!” R' Nachum protested, adding
that to learn all of Shas and review it multiple times
would take him decades.

“Come back with a new plan,” R' Nosson Tzvi insisted.

R'Nochum returned to him with a plan that consisted of
hundreds of pages outlining daily schedules that would
enable him to finish Shas and many other sefarim over
the course of twenty-plus years, with multiple chazaros.

“Now that’s a plan!” R' Nosson Tzvi said.

Sure enough, at the age of seventy, R' Nochum started
to implement the plan, day by day. | used to see him
checking off his schedule each day.

At a certain point, however, he realized that it would
probably be better for his learning if he would spend
more time focusing on the same limud, aiming for more
quality than quantity, so that he could gain a deeper
and more thorough grasp of what he was learning.

He asked his rebbi what to do, and his rebbi advised
him to begin a new program. At his levayah last week,
in front of Yeshivas Mir, the point was raised that his
switching course was even a bigger gadlus than the
original plan he undertook. He was the man known
throughout the world as the man with the plan to finish
Shas — yet he was prepared to recalculate and embark
on a new track if that’s what was better for his avodas
Hashem. He might have been following his original plan
for years, but when he realized that there was a better
option, he was willing to make the switch.

The ability to acknowledge the reality and recalculate
your path in avodas Hashem is what enables you to take
your avodas Hashem to the next level, because you’re
not stuck continuing what you were doing until now.
Instead of remaining on cruise control, you are willing
to rethink whether this is the right path for you.

So many people have been learning a certain way or
approaching an aspect of avodas Hashem a certain
way and they are just not willing to switch what they’ve
been doing. Although sticking to the same track can be
beneficial in some ways, in certain situations a person
is better off being flexible.

Yiddishkeit is Not About Streaks

One such situation was documented in a Chofetz Chaim
Heritage Foundation Tishah B’Av event. A group of
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bachurim was traveling to a friend’s wedding and along
the way they realized that they would not make it to
the hall with enough time to daven Minchah before
shekiyah. They decided to pull off the highway and find
a place to daven Minchah, but then they calculated
that the detour would mean that they would miss the
chuppah. Unsure what to do, they called their rosh
yeshiva, and he instructed them to daven b’yechidus
so that they could make it to the chuppah on time.
“Your friend is waiting for you,” he explained. “This
is his day, and it will mean so much to him if you are
there for the chuppah.”

One of the other boys in the car then took the phone
and said, “Rosh yeshiva, I’'m twenty years old, and in
the seven years since my bar mitzvah, | haven’t missed
a tefillah b’tzibbur even once. I’'m not ready to miss one
now! Do | have to give up tefillah b’tzibbur to make it
to the chuppah?

The rosh yeshiva responded by sharing a fundamental
principle of Yiddishkeit. “Yiddishkeit is not about
streaks,” he said. “The point is not how many years
we can continue along a certain path, but to do the
ratzon of Hakadosh Baruch Hu.”

Now, the truth is that streaks are very important, because
they get a person to continue doing the things that he
should be doing, since he doesn’t want to miss one time
and ruin his streak. The streak cannot be continued,
however, when it is detrimental to his avodas Hashem.
If avodas Hashem requires that he depart from his
streak, then he needs to be able to recalculate and
end the streak, in favor of what’s right.

That is what the rosh yeshiva was conveying to this
bachur: True, you haven’t missed a tefillah b’tzibbur
in years, but right now it’s more important to daven
b’yechidus and make it to your friend’s chuppah than
to continue your streak.

The importance of being able to recalculate and shift
course is one of the lessons we learn from Pharaoh.
You’ve been learning Daf Yomi for many years — maybe
you should be learning something else? You’ve been
learning something else for years — maybe you should
start Daf Yomi? If you think there might be a better way
to be oved Hashem, then hit the button on the GPS
to recalculate and see if there might be a better way.
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