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PARSHAPREVIEW

Below is an English adaptation of this weeks' Parsha Preview which can be heard live every Wednesday at 2:15 PM

Chessed: It's Not for Hashem
Harav Hagaon Yehuda Wagshal shlita

We all know that one of the unique characteristics of
Klal Yisrael is that we are gomlei chassadim, and there
are many mitzvos in the Torah, some of them in this
week’s parashah, that involve various forms of chessed.
Now, the simple understanding of the mitzvah of
gemilus chassadim is that we are meant to provide
needy and less-fortunate people with what they are
lacking. But if we look into some of the mitzvos of
gemilus chassadim in this week’s parashah, we will see
that they have a deeper meaning as well.

The passuk states, regarding the mitzvah of perikah:
- iny atyn arw S atvn AYTM iRPHN nnn Y0 x3w inn axon if
you see someone else’s donkey carrying packages, and
it's buckling under the burden, will you refrain from
helping him? You have to help him out! The related
mitzvah, te’inah, is that if you see someone loading
packages and he needs help, you’re supposed to help
him load his packages.

Regarding the mitzvah of perikah, the Torah stresses
that even if the donkey that’s suffering belongs to
your enemy - iXwn nom ya1 AXIw 7ing Axn D - you
should still help him. The Torah makes it clear that
your dislike of the person should not stop you from
helping him out in his time of need. So the simple
meaning of the passuk is that despite the fact that
you hate him and you don’t really want to help him,
you should overcome your hatred and help him. The
Gemara (Bava Metzia 32b) actually says that if you
have the choice of helping with te’inah for an enemy
or perikah for a friend, you should do teinah for your
enemy, even though in doing so you are ignoring the
donkey’s discomfort. Why? Because helping your
enemy involves overcoming your yetzer hara nx mo5 -
-1y and is therefore a more important mitzvah.

The Targum Onkelos understands the passuk
differently, however, interpreting the words iny atwn ary
to mean: my pom by 12527 Xn prawn pawn. The word
atw can mean “help,” but it also means “abandon,” and
Onkelos teaches that you are meant to abandon what’s
in your heart against him, and unload with him. You
can’t just remain his enemy and help him despite your
hatred for him; you are required to eliminate your ill
feelings and help him.

Now, it's always good to abandon one’s hatred of
another person - there’s an issur of 7nx nx Xipn x>

0'DOWN N9 | 4

- 722%2 but this would seem wholly unrelated to the
mitzvah of perikah, which applies even if you still hate
the person. But Onkelos is teaching that the mitzvah
is specifically to stop hating him and then help him.

Rabbeinu Chananel explains that when the Gemara
states that it’s better to help your enemy than your
friend, in order to overcome your yetzer hara, the
point is o>w5 1My nx Mab "1, to compel your yetzer
hara to make peace.

We see, then, that the purpose of the mitzvah of
gemilus chassadim is not only to give the other person
what he needs - it’s to love him and then give him what
he needs. If you give him what he needs without loving
him, that’s not the full mitzvah of gemilus chassadim.

First, Feel His Pain

This idea is also reflected in another mitzvah of chessed
in this parashah, the mitzvah of lending money: ox
mM>A 702 DX TRV "WD NX MY NX Mon qo3. Regarding the
words 7nv 11 nx, Rashi comments: 15X qn¥ya Sanon »n
nyn nnx. Look at yourself as if youre the pauper, and
then lend him the money. This means that if a person
is asked to lend money to someone, and he doesn’t
put himself in the borrower’s shoes, but instead feels
every bit the rich man in the comfortable chair who's
extending his magnanimity to the needy borrower, he
has not fulfilled the mitzvah of lending money in its
complete sense. The true fulfillment of the mitzvah is
when you view yourself first as the needy person, and
then you lend him the money.

Why is that? If youre the baal chessed, and not the
ani, then why do you have to feel like the pauper? The
answer is that the real mitzvah of chessed is not just to
supply the person’s needs. Hakadosh Baruch Hu has
other ways of providing for people — but He wants us
to feel the pain of others in need. We should connect
to another Yid and feel what he’s going through. Just
as when I’'m in pain I want to relieve the pain, and I’ll
do anything I can to get myself out of my predicament,
when I see another Yid suffering I have to feel what
he’s going through, feel his humiliation, and then help
him out. That’s the meaning of 7nv »wvn nx.

The mitzvah of chessed is meant to connect one Yid
to another. When another Yid is having a problem,
and you feel what he’s going through and you want to

D'7WINI D N2 7w NWION 17w - W TN N



PARSHAPREVIEW

Below is an English adaptation of this weeks' Parsha Preview which can be heard live every Wednesday at 2:15 PM

ease his pain just as you would want to ease your own
pain, that is the ultimate fulfillment of the mitzvah of
chessed.

Perhaps the same idea applies to the mitzvah of
perikah for an enemy. The point is not that the person
should continue hating his enemy and help him out
anyway saying, “I'm not interested in doing him a
favor, but what can I do? The Torah commands me to
help him” When doing mitzvos bein adam laMakom,
it is crucial to do them I'sheim mitzvah. But when it
comes to chessed, I'sheim mitzvah isn’t enough. You
have to do the mitzvah I'sheim the other person, out
of understanding for what he’s going through and
empathy with his plight.

The main point of the mitzvah bein adam Ichaveiro
of chessed is to do it for him, not to do it for Hashem.
Therefore, if you continue to hate him, then even
though you supplied his needs and he received the
help he required, that defeats the main purpose of
chessed, which is to feel for the other person. And the
only way to feel with him is by giving up your hatred
and make peace. Once you become close again, you
can feel his pain and feel the desire to help him. Only
then can you fulfill the mitzvah of chessed properly.

Prohibited Even Without the Bite

Another mitzvah related to lending money is the
prohibition of ribbis, which the Torah also refers
to as neshech: 7wy v5v pvvn 5. The Gemara, at the
beginning of w1y, explains that the term “neshech”
connotes a bite, since interest takes a “bite” out of the
borrower. The term ribbis connotes increase (ribui),
since charging interest causes the lender’s money to
increase, since he is repaid more than he lent. The
Torah forbids both aspects: Don’t bite the borrower’s
assets by charging interest, and don’t increase your
own assets that way.

Why does the Torah care if the lender increases his
own assets? Isn’t the main concern that the borrower
shouldn’t be bitten? Accordingly, isn't the term
neshech more apropos than the term ribbis?

Furthermore, the Gemara discusses the ramifications
of these two terms, and says that theoretically, if you
could have a situation of neshech without ribbis
- where the borrower loses but the lender doesn’t
benefit - that would be forbidden. The reverse
scenario, ribbis without neshech - where the lender
would gain without the borrower losing - would be
forbidden as well. The Gemara tries to find ways in
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which these scenarios could play out, and concludes
that it is impossible; whenever there’s ribbis, there’s
neshech, and vice versa. But even hypothetically, if
the lender would only gain while the borrow would
not lose, that would be forbidden as well.

Why is that? Isn’t that a classic win-win situation? The
borrower received his loan, while the lender received
his interest, so everyone is happy!

Clearly, the Torah has a problem with ribbis as well
- and it’s the same problem as lending money just to
supply the borrower’s needs. That’s not the mitzvah of
halvaah! If the purpose of this mitzvah was just to give
the borrower the loan he requires, then ribbis should
be perfectly acceptable under those circumstances;
I gained, and he didn’t lose. But the mitzvah is to
lend him money because you feel his pain and you
empathize with his predicament. The man is in
trouble, and because you understand his helplessness,
you reach out and lend him the money. Youre doing
it for him. If you are gaining through the transaction
by earning ribbis, however, then even though the
borrower is not losing anything, youre not doing it
for him, and it’s not true chessed.

Don’t Do It Lishmah?

We pasken, regarding mitzvos d’Oraysa, that mitzvos
tzrichos kavanah — you fulfill the mitzvah only if you
had in mind to be yotzei. The Chofetz Chaim seems
to say that this concept of mitzvos tzrichos kavanah
applies to chessed and bein adam Ichaveiro as well, so
when, say, you lend someone money, you should have
in mind to do it I'sheim mitzvah.

The Chazon Ish disagrees, maintaining that not only
is there no requirement of kavanah I'sheim mitzvah
when doing chessed, if a person does do chessed
’sheim mitzvah, he practically loses the whole mitzvah
of chessed. Why? Because if youre doing it I'sheim
mitzvah, that means you’re doing it for Hashem, and
Hashem wants us to do chessed for the sake of the
other person! When a person is in pain and he seeks
to ease his pain, he doesn’t do it 'sheim Hashem — he
does it I'sheim himself, because he's in pain! Hashem
wants our friend’s pain to be our pain, and we should
feel a need to solve his problem in order to ease that
pain.

Doing chessed I'sheim the friend and not I'sheim
Hashem is what we learn from the mitzvos in this
week’s parashah, which teach us the ultimate meaning
of the mitzvah of chessed.
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