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Below is an English adaptation of this weeks' Parsha Preview which can be heard live every Wednesday at 2:15 PM

Your Torah Protects Everyone

Harav Hagaon Binyomin Cohen Shlita

This week’s parshah discusses Maamad Har Sinai and
Kabbalas HaTorah, which was the purpose of Yetzias
Mitzrayim: N0 W00 7y O'F7x0 NN NTAYN. Kabbalas
HaTorah was the foundation of Klal Yisrael’s becoming
an am segulah, as we say |N11 D'DYN 72D 112 1N WX
1NN NX 117 1 would like to discuss some basic ideas
about Kabbalas HaTorah.

The passuk says, in our parshah, 1yn¥n viny OX NNy
D'PYN 720 N71D '7 DDA AN DAY 7P, and
on a simple level this means that if we accept upon
ourselvesto listen to Hashem, then we will be Hashem’s
treasured nation; in other words, it’s all one statement.
The Mechilta, however, understands the phrase nDnn|
17 to mean, “If you will be to Me,” meaning that if you
involve yourselves only in Torah and not in other things,
then you will be 0'nyn 7310 N71D, more special than all
the nations of the world.

The Torah is telling us that Hashem gave us the Torah
so that we should connect to Hakadosh Baruch Hu:
17 0NNl you should be to Me.

How do we do that?
By being involved only in Torah.

The Nefesh Hachaim (Shaar 4) explains that the Torah is
the dibbur and the ratzon of Hakadosh Baruch Hu, and
by connecting ourselves to the Torah we are connecting
ourselves to Hakadosh Baruch Hu. The Gemara (Berachos
28b) relates that when R' Nechunia ben Hakanah left
the beis midrash he would thank Hakadosh Baruch
Hu, Ay {pg7n Ny X710 waTon Navin {yp7n nowy
NP, Rashiexplains that NN awirare not sinners, but
rather amei haaretz who engage in idle conversation.
R' Nechunia’s tefillah continued, Y1 '2x,D!X0 DNl Y 1IN
NNY X217 0'X1 DNIENAN D71V N7 — through our limud
haTorah we will reach Olam Haba, but the nnp awn
who are busy with idle chitchat will reach Gehinnom.

The only way to be connected to Hakadosh Baruch
Hu — '7 DNl — and to be zocheh to Olam Haba is
through being involved only in Torah.

nm |5

A Singular Nation

Another very fundamental idea related to Kabbalas
HaTorah is reflected in the passuk T1) 7xQ¥! DY |01
100, which is phrased in singular, even though it is
discussing all of Klal Yisrael. Rashi explains that at this
point Klal Yisrael were TNX 272 TNN WIND, one unit, and
that is why the passuk is written in singular.

The Ohr Hachaim explains that being one unit was a
prerequisite for Kabbalas HaTorah. R’ Chaim Shmulevitz
adds that the Torah was not given to 600,000 individuals,
but rather to all of Klal Yisrael as a unit, and therefore,
in order to receive the Torah, Klal Yisrael had to be
b’achdus.

This point, that Kabbalas HaTorah has to be TNX WINXD
TNN 272, is acrucial factorin our avodas Hashem. When
we say the TInt 0W7 nusach before doing a mitzvah, we
include the phrase 7871 7> DwA. By way of illustration,
if a person davens, he wouldn’t say that his mouth
spoke to Hakadosh Baruch Hu; the whole person spoke
to Hakadosh Baruch Hu. Similarly, when an individual
Yid does mitzvos, all of Klal Yisrael are doing mitzvos.
Therefore, a person has to be mechaven 78w 70 DwA,
and this has to do with the fact that Klal Yisrael are
one unit, and we received the Torah TNX 272 TNN WNOD.

The Ramchal (Igros 86) writes that he had a chaburah
that learned from morning to night, and a condition for
joining this chaburah was that members had to learn
Torah not for themselves, but for all of Klal Yisrael.

In explaining the Mishnah’s statement that 1'nn 7x

explains that you should not serve Hashem in order to
receive reward for yourself, but rather, you should do
soin order to receive reward for Klal Yisrael and bring
down shefa for Klal Yisrael through doing mitzvos.

The Vilna Gaon writes (Mishnayos Berachos, perek
5) that it is assur to be mechaven for oneself when
davening — he actually uses the term assur. Rather, he
says, you should be mechaven for Klal Yisrael, that Klal
Yisrael should come to the ultimate shleimus. But in
Elokai Netzor, he notes, a person may daven for himself.
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Below is an English adaptation of this weeks' Parsha Preview which can be heard live every Wednesday at 2:15 PM

One for All and All for One

The Mesilas Yesharim (end of perek 19) extols the virtues
of a chassid who does mitzvos for the benefit of the
entire generation, with the intention that all his actions
should help Klal Yisrael. Such a person confers protection
on his generation, and that all stems from the fact that
Torah was given to Klal Yisrael TNN 272 TNN WIND. When
a person does mitzvos with this kavanah, he grows in
his ahavas Yisrael and becomes a true baal chessed.

Torah was not given to individuals. We’re all one unit, and
ouravodahis I'sheim Klal Yisrael. Klal Yisrael needs major
yeshuos, both collectively and individually. Besides the
various tzaros people are suffering from, the hatred of
the goyim today is open and clear. In this time of war,
aYid very much wants to help Klal Yisrael and be nosei
b’ol with Klal Yisrael. We have to realize that the best
way to help Klal Yisrael is by strengthening our limud
haTorah. The Chazon Ish says that people don’t realize
that by learning a Tosafos, you could be mevatel many
bad gezeiros.

Two bachurim once came to Rav Aharon Kotler and
told him that they want to leave the zman a little earlier
to go do kiruv rechokim, explaining that it’'s a matter
of hatzalas nefashos. To that, Rav Aharon responded
that hatzalas nefashos is right herein the beis midrash.

R’ Nosson Wachtfogel, the mashgiach of Beth Medrash
Govoha, was very frail during the last Yom Kippur of his
life, and the yeshivah cordoned off an area of the beis
midrash so he could daven in privacy. During Ne’ilah,
he was so weak that someone had to read each word of
the Shemoneh Esreito him, and he repeated it. When he
reached the end of Shemoneh Esrei, where people insert
personal bakashos, he had just one request, asking,
“We should be zocheh to build kollelim in every city.”

That was 7X@ 70 bwd — he wanted to bring the model
of a Lakewood kollel to every city, to spread serious
Torah learning.

Our tefillos, and our doing mitzvos I’sheim kol Yisrael,
are very effective.

We should all be zocheh to be mechazek in more limud
haTorah, in more tefillah b’chavanah, and in doing
mitzvos TNN 172 TNX W'ND, and we’ll be zocheh to see
yeshuos and nechamos for all of Klal Yisrael b’karov
mamesh.

Gut Shabbos.




