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PARSHAPREVIEW

BELOW IS AN ENGLISH ADAPTATION OF THIS WEEKS' PARSHA PREVIEW WHICH CAN BE HEARD LIVE EVERY WEDNESDAY AT 2:15 PM

A Mirror of Unity

The Maharal and others explain that the reason
the mitzvos of Purim — mishloach manos and
matanos la’evyonim — revolve around bein adam
lachaveiro is to counteract Haman'’s description of
Klal Yisrael as 719011190, divided and disunified.
In response, Mordechai said, 07100 '73 NX 0133 77
— bring everyone together, and mishloach manos
and matanos la’evyonim are an expression of that
achdus. Clearly, in order for Haman'’s decree to
take effect, he had to introduce it by emphasizing
that Klal Yisrael are 71901 1190, and the tikkun
for that was when Klal Yisrael gathered together:
Ow9gl 7y TNY117071.

Why is Klal Yisrael’s being divided and disunified
the catalyst for Amalek to prevail? The answer can
be found in this statement of the Gemara (Kesubos
68a):

NPTXN 1N 17 07NN 73 ONIXK NNIP ]2 YWIn® "2
NN 19 17 NWAN X3IN QNI ,0'2J13 NTIAV T2V 17'K3
1J2 O'WIX IXX' ;0NN 2'™NJ1,121 7V'71 J227 Oy AT
0'23J1J NTIAY |XJ X ,0'2313 NT1aV |707 nn ,'7vu172.

Why is someone who looks the other way to avoid
giving tzedakah considered to have worshipped
avodah zarah? The Maharal (Chiddushei Aggados)
explains this at length. The passuk quoted by the
Gemara, ... 71717227 OV 12T 010119 77 1WA
1172XD 7'NXA 73"V NVl mentions “your brother
the pauper,” as if to say: How can it be that you
don’t have mercy on your impoverished fellow
Jew? Everyone has mercy on a brother! It must
be that you're detaching yourself from him — being
1"V 0"7un. By not treating him like a brother, you're
detaching yourself from Klal Yisrael, which is an
am echad — and, says the Maharal, because they
are an am echad, they have a Keil echad.

Klal Yisrael's achdus is not a social thing; it's a result
of our being connected to Hakadosh Baruch Hu.
Our bond with Him is what creates our unity as a
nation, and that unity is an expression of Hashem
echad: TNX "2 7KW VI "M TNX JNWT TRX AKX
Y1XA. Our unity declares that there is nothing in
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the world besides the Eibishter, and we are here
to further the Eibishter’s singular agenda.

Rashi, in Parshas Vayigash, on the words w3gin 73
O'WAW NN1IXN NXAN 2PYT N7, points out that the
singular noun nefesh is used to describe the seventy
family members of Yaakov, while only six family
members of Eisav are described with the plural term
in'aniwgl. He explains that this is because Eisav's
family worshipped many deities while Yaakov’s
family all worshipped the same Hashem.

What does it mean that Klal Yisrael are called one
nefesh because they serve one Hashem? It’s not just
circumstantial; what it means is that what unites
Klal Yisrael is that we are connected to Hashem
echad. Hashem’s unity means that there’s nothing
else in the world, and when Klal Yisrael cling to
that Hashem echad, that’s what makes us all one,
because we'’re all connected and devoted to that
echad. Our being a YIX2 TNX i1 is a sibah and a
siman that there’'s Hashem echad in the world.

If a person is npTXN [N 17U O'7VUN, continues the
Maharal, then it must be that the pauper is not
your brother, but a separate entity — which means
that you are not part of am echad anymore. That’s
considered worshipping avodah zarah, because it’s
no longer Hashem echad. Hashem echad means
that Klal Yisrael are one and we’re all connected
to Hakadosh Baruch Hu without any if, ands, or
buts, but if chas v'shalom we don't relate to one
another as brothers, that means we are disparate
individuals, not one unit.

The achdus of Klal Yisrael is a mirror to the achdus
of the Eibishter, and the lack of one creates a lack
of the other in the world. When a person is 0'7un
NPTXN N 1Y, it's as though he’s announcing, chas
v'shalom, that Hashem is not one, but there are
other gods, because if there’s only one Hashem,
and Klal Yisrael are connected to that one Hashem,
then we must be brothers. And if we are brothers,
then there’s no way we can ignore the plight of a
brother who needs tzedakah.

The idea that Klal Yisrael’s achdus is a mirror to
Hashem echad is one that we find elsewhere as
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well: At the end of Parshas Beshalach, on the words
M 03 7V 113, Rashi comments 1"&1 O7W 1NW "KW
1713 p'7nY 7W 1NW ANN'W TV O7W 1X0J — Hashem's
Name and His throne are not complete until Amalek
is eradicated. That idea is echoed in the passuk n'n1
TN INWI TNX N N XIND 01712 YIXD 73 7V 1707 'n,
which conveys that on that great day, when Hashem
will be echad, there will be no other kochos in the
world. When Klal Yisrael are not centered around
Hakadosh Baruch Hu, that indicates that there are
other kochos in the world, but if we're all centered
around Hakadosh Baruch Hu, then we’re all one:
YIX2 TRX A 7KW qAYI NI TN JRWT TRX DAK.

Haman, who is from Amalek, is a contradiction to
the Name of Hakadosh Baruch Hu, which therefore
cannot be echad until that great day when the full
revelation of His Name will occur and it will be clear
to all that there is only the Eibishter. Amalek says
there's no Hashem echad — there is no one Being
running the world; rather, there are all types of
disparate forces in the world that are not connected
to each other and not focused on the Eibishter.
That causes Hashem’s Name and throne to be
incomplete.

We can now understand why Haman introduced
his gezeirah with the declaration of Tnx OV JW?
T19n1 119N. Klal Yisrael, he was saying, are an
am echad, but they’re detached and separated —
they’re different forces, and in that case there is
no TNX JNUW1 TNX nAX. Amalek has power when
people are T19N1 119N, similar to being 1"17y O0"7un
NPTXN N, which is akin to worshipping avodah
zarah Essentially, people who are disunified are
being 1"v 0'7un from Hakadosh Baruch Hu, because
if you're 1'"v O0"7un from another Yid you're turning
away from Him as well. Seeing Klal Yisrael in this
state of disunity, Haman said, “They’re mine! They're
not submitting themselves to the Eibishter, so they
are not connected to TNX NAK.”

Amalek’s entire identity is in opposition to Hashem'’s
oneness in the world and His running everything
alone. Hashem echad means that everything in the
world — the natural and the supernatural — are all
Him, and nothing else exists. And when Klal Yisrael
are disunified, Amalek comes along and says, “Oh,
there’s a situation that is tantamount to idol worship
— there’s a state of hester in the world.” They don’t
see the Eibishter, because if they would, it would be
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a situation of "ia 7xXW JNYI "N TOX JRW]T TRX AKX
YIx2 TNX. We would all be connected to that one
entity, as we say in the Rosh Hashanah davening,
O07W 1272 301X NWY7 nNX NTiX 073 1wyl When
we all submit to the Eibishter and His incredible
power, then we all become one.

The battle with Amalek is over whether it is nefesh
or nefashos. We don't just happen to all daven to
the same G-d; rather, we're connected to Hashem'’s
Oneness, and that proclaims that there’s nothing
else but Him in the world. When we're all a chelek
of Hakadosh Baruch Hu, and we’re all davuk to
Him, then He and His Name are one, and that is a
state of nefesh — not nefashos, like Eisav.

The mitzvos of Purim, which are a tikkun for 119n
T19n1, are not just about unity among Klal Yisrael,
but about the oneness of Hakadosh Baruch Hu.
The disunity of Klal Yisrael is a chillul Hashem, as
it indicates that there is no Hashem echad, chas
v'shalom, and that is where Amalek steps in. The
remedy for that is 17033, as Esther said, nx 0113 77
O'T1n'n 73 — daven to the Hashem echad, and bring
it back together again by uniting Klal Yisrael around
the knowledge that there's nothing else besides the
Eibishter. When we connect to the Eibishter on that
level, we create a gilui of TNX nnK, and that’s the
nes of Purim and the V|ctory over Amalek.

This is the opposite of npTXn |n 117V O'7unn 73,
as we go back to being brothers — nefesh, not
nefashos — and when that happens, Hashem echad
is once again revealed. That's the yeshuah.

Perhaps that is pshat in the Midrash, cited by
the Rambam in Hilchos Megillah, that the Yom
Tov of Purim will not be bateil le’asid lavo. Many
explanations are given for this, but maybe the reason
is that le’asid lavo, Hashem and His Name will
be one, and the Yom Tov of Purim represents the
coming together of Klal Yisrael — 73 nx 0113 77
o' TN — which is a revelation of Hashem echad.
That’s what will happen le’asid lavo, so Purim is
a glimpse of how things will look in the future:
NXJ7 N""n ONYIWN.

We should be zocheh to all the yeshuos and all the
refuos, and may this Purim bring us closer to Oi"a
TNX INW TNX N AT NN,

A freilichen Purim to one and all!
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