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Below is an English adaptation of this weeks' Parsha Preview which can be heard live every Wednesday at 2:15 PM

Live Your Own Life!
Harav Hagaon Meir Wahrsager Shlita

The parshah begins with a discussion of the eved lvri,
and presents the halachah of the eved nirtza, whose ear
is pierced at the doorpost after he has spent six years
serving his master and expresses his desire to remain a
slave. This piercing of his ear seems to be some sort of
punishment, and indeed, Rashi cites two statements of
Chazal that explain why he receives this punishment:

ONI.UXTN ,0221 701,210 X7 12D 10 7V NUDYY NNT |TX
,0ITAV ZNAWN 11017 1D 10D 0 7Y NYUDYY TN LINDXY 101D
VXN LIDXY7 ITN NP1 700

We puncture his ear, Chazal are saying, because he stole
despite hearing the prohibition of lo signov, or because
he went and took a human master for himself despite
hearing Hashem say that Bnei Yisrael are His servants,
and are not meant to be servants of other servants.

If, indeed, we puncture the ear of the eved Ivri because
he stole, then why don’t we give him this punishment
right away, rather than waiting six years until he declares
that he wants to stay with his master? Furthermore,
asks the Maharal in Gur Aryeh, why is this punishment
of piercing the ear meted out only for violation of lo
signov, and not for other transgressions?

The Maharal answers this second question by noting
that even according to Rashi’s statement that the ear of
the eved lvri is pierced because he stole, it is obvious
that this punishment is not only for the violation of lo
signov. The Maharal adds that the piercing is performed
specifically at the doorpost, as Rashi goes on to explain:

NIN N WITPN NN ,N1AW 0170 700 NTITNINT7 T NNWI NN
NY 7V QIgwnin 7Y 'NNDOYWD DNIXNA D' TY 'Y NTITNINT T
D'TAY N71 DN 'TAY ,0'TAY 7XW 11217 1D DKL NITITNN
N0 YX'INDXYT7 ITX MPINT 701,00 TaV7.

The doorpost, which Hashem passed over during Makkas
Bechoros, bears witness that Hashem took us out of
Mitzrayim to be His servants, and not to be indentured
to anyone else. Clearly, says the Maharal, the reason
we pierce the eved’s earis partially as a punishment for
his selling himself as a slave — not for violating other
prohibitions. Apparently, there is a connection between
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his avdus and his theft, for the piercing of his earis not
merely due to his violation of lo signov, as evidenced
by the fact that this piercing is performed only after
he expresses his desire to be entrenched in his avdus,
to the extent that he wants to stay even after his term
of servitude ends. Somehow, that is a continuation
and deepening of his sin of stealing, for which he is
punished by having his ear pierced.

Stolen Identity

As we saw in the aforementioned comment of Rashi,
there are two ways that a person can become an eved
Ivri: by selling himself, or by being sold by beis din to
repay what he stole, if he doesn’t have another way
to repay. This second way is reflected in the passuk
(Shemos 22:2) that states: 1202117 |'X DX ,07Y! D7Y
in11)2 — if the thief doesn’t have money to repay,
he is sold as a slave in order to cover what he owes.
This halachah is unique to a thief; no other debtor is
sold into slavery in order to repay what he owes. If a
borrower must repay his debt, or a mazik is required to
pay damages, or a husband has to pay his wife’s kesubah,
he is expected to pay from the money, assets, or real
estate that he owns, but he is not sold into slavery if
he cannot pay. That requirement is unique to a thief.
Clearly, the thief’s being sold as a slave is not merely
a way to produce the money he owes, but is actually
a punishment for his thievery.

Once again we see that thereis a connection between
avdus and geneivah. What is this connection?

An eved doesn’t have his own identity; he’s subservient
to his master. When he wakes up in the morning and
thinks, “What’s my schedule? What am | doing today?”
he doesn’t know the answer, since he does not dictate
his life or his schedule. Thatis the lowliness of an eved:
He cannot develop his own self, his own persona.

Why does a person steal? Because he doesn’t recognize
the boundaries of what’s his and what’s someone else’s.
Why doesn’t he recognize these boundaries? Because
he hasn’t really developed his own sense of self. A
person’s assets and possessions are an extension of
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himself; they are the tools that Hashem has given him to
develop himself and achieve what he can in this world.
When you don’t develop yourself and take ownership of
who you are, then you have no boundaries or barriers,
so you take from other people because it’s not clear to
you what’s yours and what’s theirs. If you would have
a sense of ownership of what’s yours, and recognize
that what’s his is his, then you would have no need to
take from others. The thief steals because he has never
developed himself.

Usually, a person does not have to sell his body in order
to pay what he owes, but part of the punishment for
theft is that the person has to be sold as a slave. This
shows the thief a mirror image of what he created for
himself: “You decided to make yourself into a person
who has no sense of self, so we sell you as a slave, who
has no independent identity.”

Returning to our original question of why we pierce his
ear only six years after he stole, when he decides to
stay with his master, we can now understand why this
piercing is not done right away, as a punishment for
his stealing. If, after being sold into slavery and shown
what track he has taken in life, he still hasn’t internalized
the message, then his earis pierced, indicating that he
still is not ready to develop his sense of self and stop
being a slave.

Be Yourself, Not a Slave

The link between slavery and thievery is found elsewhere
as well. Forinstance, the Mishnah states (Avos 2:7) n2n
772 N20 0'72Y, and Rashi explains that slaves tend to
be thieves. Why? Because they don’t have a sense of
self, and have not taken ownership over who they are.
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The Gemara (Kiddushin 49b) states: 177 n1'w 0127 NwY
D'TaV 17D1 NYWN ,071V7 — of the ten measures of sleep
that came down to the world, slaves took nine. Why
are slaves so sleepy? Because they have no motivation.
They have not developed their own individuality and
identity, and are not living their own life, so they are
always sleepy. In contrast, a person who has a sense
of self and takes ownership of his own life is vibrant
and motivated.

This is a message we can take out of the Torah’s
discussion of the eved lvri. One of the most important
principles of Torah living is to take ownership over your
life; this is perhaps the deeper meaning of the berachah
of TAV WY X7V that we recite each morning. On a simple
level, this berachah expresses our gratitude that we are
not enslaved, but on a deeper level, we are thanking
Hashem that we do not have the characteristics of a
slave. Many people walk around enslaved, never having
become who they really are, because they haven’t taken
ownership of their lives, and are constantly copying
others and flowing along with the system. They have
never really developed their Yiddishkeit and found
themselves in it.

The truest expression of selfis a connection to Hashem
and to Torah and mitzvos, as Chazal say that 17 |'X
NN TIN7N2 PDIVY ' XN7X 1IN 2. When you actually
take ownership of your life in this way, you are not
susceptible to life’s vices and taavos, and you don’t
get pulled down by things that you don’t really want
to do. You are willing to take ownership of both your
mistakes and your good decisions, and you resolve to
be yourself instead of running around copying others.
Thenyou are a true eved Hashem, and a true ben chorin,
and you can develop yourself through everything that
Hashem has given you.
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