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BELOW IS AN ENGLISH ADAPTATION OF THIS WEEKS' PARSHA PREVIEW WHICH CAN BE HEARD LIVE EVERY WEDNESDAY AT 2:15 PM

Reduction Leads to Reflection

The Orchos Tzaddikim, in discussing the various
good and bad middos, says that the best of all
the good middos is anavah, and the worst of
all bad middos is gaavah. Anavah is specifically
relevant to the Yom Tov of Pesach, because, as
we know, chametz represents the yetzer hara
of gaavah, and the Torah is more stringent
regarding the issur of chametz than regarding
other issurim. Regarding other forbidden foods,
the Torah forbids us to eat them and, in some
cases, to have hana’ah from them, but chametz
is not only forbidden to eat and benefit from, it
is also forbidden to own — nx117ua and xxn1 72,

The Radvaz explains that on Pesach, which marks
the beginning of our becoming a nation, we may
not even own any chametz, because chametz
puffs up, similar to a baal gaavah. Matzah, on
the other hand, signifies anavah.

The geulah from Mitzrayim occurred due to
anavah, and the future geulah also depends on
anavah, as Chazal say,0In71xa |nt yuan oy, On
Pesach, when we eat matzah and avoid chametz,
this represents the middah of anavah, a zechus
that brings geulah to Kilal.

What about anavah makes it the best of all
middos and the middah by which Klal Yisrael
is zocheh to redemption?

Another question: It is now the beginning of
Chodesh Nissan, which is the subject of the first
mitzvah that Klal Yisrael were commanded: wTinn
037 ntn. Now, most of the 613 mitzvos were given
at Har Sinai, but Klal Yisrael received several
mitzvos already in Mitzrayim: the mitzvah of
Korban Pesach, the mitzvah of matzah, and
the mitzvah to avoid chametz, all of which were
necessary for the process of leaving Mitzrayim.
But why did Klal Yisrael have to receive their very
first mitzvah, that of 037 ntn wTiINN, at this time?
What was so pressing about this commandment
that it had to be given to them in Mitzrayim,
before all the other mitzvos? It would seem
that this mitzvah was somehow a prerequisite
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for the geulah, but why?

Furthermore, in Mussaf of Rosh Chodesh we say
the words "wx1 'pn1 NINIXA 730 NN 7KW1 TNy 13
nuap on7 o'wTn. We do not say words like these
in any other Mussaf, so it seems as though the
nna 7x 1w nua depended on the on7 o'wTh "wWX)
nuap. Why is the mitzvah of Rosh Chodesh such a
defining feature of Klal Yisrael, that it had to be
given as a prerequisite to Yetzias Mitzrayim, even
before the mitzvos of Korban Pesach, chametz,
and matzah?

Comparable to the Moon

The concept of Rosh Chodesh is that Klal Yisrael
counts the months and years according to the
moon, whereas the nations of the world count
them according to the sun. In general, Klal Yisrael
is compared to the moon and the other nations
to the sun. When there’s a solar eclipse, Chazal
say, it’s an inauspicious omen for the nations,
and when there’s a lunar eclipse, that’s an omen
for Klal Yisrael. The Sforno observes that the
difference between the sun and the moon relates
not only to how much light each one gives off.
Rather, their respective illuminations are entirely
different: The sun generates its own light, while
the moon has no light of its own. It is basically
just a rock, and it receives its radiance entirely
from the sun.

Similarly, continues the Sforno, the nations each
have their own culture and give off their own
“light” — some better and some worse — and
in that sense they are comparable to the sun.
The nations each stand for something, believe
in something, behave in a certain way, and have
certain values, as well as their own ideas of what’s
right and wrong. Klal Yisrael, on the other hand,
is comparable to the moon, in the sense that
their essence is defined by a total lack of culture.
Klal Yisrael’s entire “culture” is that we reflect
the light of Hakadosh Baruch Hu.

Klal Yisrael was created with nothing of
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themselves, but that nothingness really gives
them everything. Because the non-Jews have
their own light, for better or for worse, they
can’t be a receptacle that reflects the light of
Hakadosh Baruch Hu.

R' Yochanan ben Zakkai declared that Kilal
Yisrael is fortunate — 7xaw* DJMwWx — because
when we rise, we rise to the highest heights,
but when we fall, we fall to the lowest depths,
lower than all other nations, and even lower
than the animals of the other nations. Why are
Klal Yisrael considered fortunate that we fall so
low? Because our falling to the lowest depths
when we are not doing Hashem’s will reflects
the fact that we have nothing else to offer. A
Yid has nothing of his own; his whole maalah is
that he shines the light of Hashem. So when Kilal
Yisrael shines the light of Hashem properly, we
rise to the highest places, and when we don’t,
we have nothing to offer.

This idea sheds light on the famous words of R’
Saadiah Gaon: nn11na X7 NNIX 1I'NNIXK 'K — our
nation is only a nation by virtue of our Torah.
Klal Yisrael has no identification as a nation
other than through the Torah, and that’s why
we are compared to the moon, which has no
light of its own.

This explains why the middah of anavah is so
fundamental to Klal Yisrael’s existence. An anav
is a person who does not “rise” — like chametz
— and become full of his own greatness and
puffed up with self-importance. Rather, he is
always prepared to be mekabel, and allows the
radiance of Hakadosh Baruch Hu to shine through
him. It is this middah that makes us comparable
to the moon.

A baal gaavah, on the other hand, is likened to
dough that rises, as he becomes puffed up with
all of his imaginary maalos. He is not willing to
be mekabel from anyone else, because in his
mind he has everything himself.

This is Klal Yisrael’s most important middah,
and if we don’t possess this attribute, we can’t
fulfill our tafkid. That’s why Hakadosh Baruch Hu
gave us the first mitzvah,o37 ath wTinn, right at
the beginning:'jpn1 ninixn 73n n1na 78 w1 Jnua '3
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vap on7 o'wTn 'wx1. By doing so, He conveyed to
us what our tachlis is in this world: to recognize
our own nothingness and thereby shine the light
of Hakadosh Baruch Hu, Who is everything. We
then received the mitzvos of eating matzah
and avoiding chametz, which reflects the same
message of anavah.

The more that a Yid reduces himself and
recognizes his own nothingness, negating himself
before Hakadosh Baruch Hu, the more he is able
to fulfill his tafkid.

We should all be zocheh to radiate the light of
Hashem and merit the geulah sheleimah, n1'nna
X 137112
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