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Below is an English adaptation of this weeks' Parsha Preview which can be heard live every Wednesday at 2:15 PM

Honesty: The Key to all Berachah
Harav Hagaon Meir Tzvi Shpitzer shlita

In this parashah, Moshe Rabbeinu gives an exact reckoning
of every penny spent on the building of the Mishkan: n7x
12UnRN 'TIP9. But why did he do this? The Gemara says
explicitly that it’s not necessary for a gabbai tzedakah to
give an accounting, and certainly, says the Midrash, Moshe
Rabbeinu - about whom Hakadosh Baruch Hu testified, 732
NIN [PX1 N2 - should not have had to provide a reckoning

for the money spent on the Mishkan! If Hashem allows
him to come up to Shamayim, giving him free access to
wherever he wants to go, and considers him absolutely
reliable and trustworthy, then why did he have to account
for every penny?

The Midrash explains that the importance of being
scrupulously honest when it comes to other people’s money
is so immense that Moshe Rabbeinu wanted to be seen
to be doing the right thing. Not only is it important to be
honest, but it is important to be seen as being honest,
and he therefore gave an exact reckoning - so much so,
say the Midrash and the Baalei Hatosafos, that when he
reviewed all the donations, and there was a little silver
that he could not account for, he was desperate to figure
out what it had been used for. Amid this mammoth project
of building the Mishkan, he could not remember what had
been done with half of one percent of the silver donated - a
negligible amount - until Hakadosh Baruch Hu helped him
and he recalled that there were fifteen silver hooks holding
the curtains of the Poroches onto the pillars they hung
from. These hooks were not immediately visible, so they
slipped his mind, until he had this wonderful inspiration
and remembered that he had used this bit of silver for
these fifteen hooks.

Moshe was so excited when he remembered this that he
instituted that fifteen praises be recited in the tefillah of
Yishtabach - nan11 770 nnawi 1'w... - and another fifteen
in Baruch She’amar, and the same in 2X'l NDNX. These
correspond to the fifteen expressions of thanks that Moshe
Rabbeinu gave for his ability to account for the money that
was spent, right down to the last peg.

The Midrash goes on to note that Moshe Rabbeinu is
described in Mishlei (28:20) as an ish emunos, an honest
person. When did he earn this title? When he gave the
reckoning for the donations to the Mishkan.

Elsewhere Moshe Rabbeinu is described in the Midrash
as the avi hachochmah, the father of wisdom, and the avi
hanevi’im, the father of all the prophets. He’s the one who
took the Yidden out of Mitzrayim, and performed so many
miracles. He ascended to Shamayim and brought down
the Torah, after which he built the Mishkan, and he’s the
one described by Hakadosh Baruch Hu as Xin X2 02 702,

Yet he earned the title ish emunos when he gave an exact
reckoning of every penny in the building of the Mishkan.

ITIPO NWID | 4

The Zohar points out that giving an exact reckoning and
counting out exactly what one has a disadvantage; it creates
an ayin hara. For that reason, says the Zohar, a special
berachah from Hakadosh Baruch Hu was necessary for
the building of the Mishkan, to counteract the precise
accounting. Evidently, then, this careful reckoning worked
against the Yidden, to the extent that they required an
extra berachah - but the importance of being exact and
scrupulous with someone else’s money is so great that it
was worth performing this accounting, even if it creates
an ayin hara.

The same Moshe Rabbeinu is praised by the Midrash for
shepherding his flock in the desert specifically, to avoid
any concern of their grazing on the property of others.

A Prerequisite to the Hashra’as Shechinah

Moshe Rabbeinu gave the instruction to build the Mishkan
the day after Yom Kippur, and the Torah tells us, in Parashas
Yisro, that Moshe spent that same day adjudicating monetary
cases among the Jewish people, as the passuk says: 'n'l
TY 20 1D NYN 7Y DYD TOYIIDYN NN DOYT7 NN W1 NN
17Vn. The Kli Yakar notes that it was no coincidence that
these two events - the instruction to build the Mishkan
and Moshe Rabbeinu judging monetary cases - occurred
simultaneously. In order to merit hashraas haShechinah,
Klal Yisrael had to be perfectly honest with their money;
only then could they go and use that money to build the
Mishkan.

R' Yonasan Eibeshutz explains that the term NTyn YD,
which appears in this week’s parashah, indicates that
the Mishkan itself testifies that every penny used for its
construction was honest, because had that not been the
case, the Shechinah would not have dwelled there. The fact
that the Shechinah resided in the Mishkan was a testimony
to the financial integrity that characterized its construction.

Every one of us sets out to build a home of kedushah,
of hatzlachah, of nachas. We want a Mishkan; we want
hashraas haShechinah. But the prerequisite to thatis that
every penny we own must be rightfully ours and honestly
obtained.

The Lishkas Hagazis, where the Sanhedrin sat, was situated
on the right side of the Azarah of the Beis Hamikdash.
This would seem like an odd location; did the sacred area
of the Beis Hamikdash have to be the site where money
matters were argued, and verdicts were rendered awarding
adollar here or a few dollars there? Was there a shortage
of buildings in Yerushalayim to house the Sanhedrin?

The Be’er Yosef, by R' Yosef Salant, explains that this
placement is highly appropriate, because if not for
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Below is an English adaptation of this weeks' Parsha Preview which can be heard live every Wednesday at 2:15 PM

the Lishkas Hagazis, there would not have been a Beis
Hamikdash. If people’s money is not honestly earned,
there is no hashraas haShechinah. Ensuring that every
penny a person owned is rightfully his is the manifestation
of kedushah.

Dovid Hamelech asks, 1¥Tj7 Dipna D! "1 'n 02 N7y 0,
and he answers, 127 121 0'92 '71. We want our homes
to be a har Hashem, a place of sanctity - and in order to
succeed in ruchniyus and have nachas from our children,
we need to ensure that we are 0'92 '], that our hands are
clean of ill-gotten gains, and we don’t have any money
that is not rightfully ours. That’s when we are zocheh to
hashraas haShechinah.

No Return Trip!

In Sfas Tamim (ch. 4), the Chofetz Chaim relates that in
the time of R' Yisrael Baal Shem Tov, a particular horse
worked extremely hard for its owner, and it was revealed
from Heaven that this horse was the gilgul of a person
who owed money to its owner. Because he didn’t repay
his debtin this world, when he arrived in the next world he
was sent back down as a horse. Chazal tell us that when a
person is reincarnated as an animal, the animal is aware
thatitis a gilgul; and this horse worked madly to pay back
the money that was owed.

The Chofetz Chaim then offers the following mashal. A
person travels abroad to earn money for his family, and
finally boards a ship for a seven-month voyage back home.
He sends a message to his family that he is on his way
home, but to everyone’s dismay, when he arrives at the
dock where his family eagerly awaits him, he is told, “We’re
sorry, butyou are not allowed to disembark, because you
still owe a penny back in the place where you’re coming
from. It’s not possible to send the money back by post,
so you’d better take the boat all the way back and repay
your debt. Then you can return.”

Similarly, says the Chofetz Chaim, a person goes through
life in this world, and then endures the difficulty of the
seven medurei Gehinnom before finally arriving at Olam
Haba - only to be told, “Sorry, no entry! You still owe some
money in Olam Hazeh. You’d better go all the way back
down.”

We find in the Gemara that in the times of Chazal, an
employee was not even allowed to stand up for a talmid
chacham who entered, because standing fully upright from
a sitting position on the floor takes some time, and the
time of a hired laborer rightfully belongs to his employer.
Today, the Shulchan Aruch allows a worker to stand up
for a talmid chacham, but the principle is still relevant,
conveying how careful we have to be with other people’s
money, and specifically if one is employed by someone else.

In Megillas Rus, Boaz greets his workers with the words
DonY 'n, and the passuk describes their response with
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the words n 212! 17 1NN The mefarshim wonder why
the passuk includes the seemingly superfluous word 17 -
obviously, they said this to him, since they were responding
to his greeting!

The Chida explains that since these people were employed,
they were not allowed to respond to someone else’s greeting,
and they were allowed to answer Boaz only because he
was their boss, and obviously wanted them to respond.

The Paper on the Windowsill

After R' Chaim Kanievsky got married, he was visiting his
parents’ home, and he took a paper. Later, after using the
paper, he realized that when he had been a bachur living
in his parents’ home, he had been allowed to take paper
from their house, but now that he was married, he did
not have explicit permission to do so. Since the paper he
took was already used, he took a different piece of paper
back to his parents’ house and placed it together with the
other papers there, without telling his father, the Steipler,
what had happened.

The Steipler noticed, however, that this piece of paper
wasn’t the same as the other paper in his house, so he
put it aside. His family members related that many years
later, there was still this one piece of paper sitting on the
windowsill, because the Steipler didn't know where it
had come from.

R' Chaim Kanievsky made a point of returning a single piece
of paper to his father’s house — and his father would not
use a piece of paper that he didn’t recognize as his own!

The Midrash says, regarding the passuk mentioned above,
Nid12 21 NINDX W'N, that a person who does everything
honestly will see incredible berachah in everything he
does, just as Moshe Rabbeinu had success in the building
of the Mishkan, and just like Yaakov Avinu merited much
berachah because he was a man of integrity.

May we be zocheh to be honest, and to be seen as honest,
and to merit Nid>12 11 as a result. And may our homes be
a Mishkan, a place of hashraas haShechinah that testifies
that everything we own is earned honestly and rightfully
belongs to us.
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