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PARSHAPREVIEW

BELOW IS AN ENGLISH ADAPTATION OF THIS WEEKS' PARSHA PREVIEW WHICH CAN BE HEARD LIVE EVERY WEDNESDAY AT 2:15 PM

Of Eight, Ten, and Beyond

Parshas Shemini begins with the words "J'nuwn Oi"a ',
which refer to the eighth day of the miluim. The Ibn Ezra
points out that this wasn't the eighth day of Chodesh
Nissan; it was actually the first day of Nissan, but the
miluim started earlier, in Adar.

The Kli Yakar observes that there are seven mazalos,
and there are seven days of the week — but then there’s
the higher level of eight, as in the eight yemei milah,
and the eight days until an animal may be brought as a
korban. He draws a parallel to the Gemara’s statement
(Arachin 13) that while the kinor in the Beis Hamikdash
had only seven strings, the kinor of Yemos Hamashiach
will have an eighth string. The Gemara adds that in
Olam Haba, there will be ten strings, as the passuk
says 7211'7VU11iwy "7y and i711A1 11wy 7212 This has
to do with the fact that there’s a higher level of nine,
and then there’s a tenth level, as represented by the
nine tefachim of the aron and the added tefach of the
kapores: NDL NNYJ1 NYWN 1K,

Actually, the eighth day of miluim also incorporated
the concept of ten, as Rashi states that this day took
ten “crowns,” as enumerated by the Seder Olam:

,NJINI7 WK ,O0'K'WI7 [TWXY ,NTWKID NWUN7 [TWX
,LO'WTP N7IXK7 WK, WK NT7 [TWXKY,NTIAV7 [TWKD
M0'N7 TWKI 7KW NX 127 TWKI,NIIJW 1IJW7 [TWKD
O'WTN7 NWXI ,N1Nan

That day was the first day of the week. It was also
the day when the first nasi, Nachshon ben Aminadav,
brought his korban, and the first day of kehunah, as
Moshe Rabbeinu had been the one to offer korbanos
previously, during the first seven days of miluim. It was
the first day of avodah, the first time fire came down
from Shomayim, the first time kodshim were eaten,
and the first day when bamos were forbidden, because
now there was a Mishkan. It was also the first day that
the Shechinah dwelled among Klal Yisrael, and the first
day that Klal Yisrael were blessed.

The first item on this list, n"wx12 hWYN7 [TW K, seems
generic — it was Sunday. The week before there was
also Sunday, so what was unique about this day? Some
sefarim explain that this wasn't a regular Sunday; it was
the anniversary of the world’s creation, and the creation
of Adam Harishon, according to the opinion that the
world was created in Nissan (rather than in Tishrei).

Another interesting explanation | saw is that nwxn
N'WXI1 NnWyuN7 means that on this day, the world’s
existence was established, for Chazal say that the
world stands on three pillars — Torah, avodah, and

YNV NWI9 | 3

gemilus chassadim — and while Torah and gemilus
chassadim had existed already from the time of the
Avos, on this day avodah was introduced.

The Maharam Schiff, at the end of Maseches Chullin,
offers another answer, explaining that until now the
world’s existence had been conditional, hinging on the
establishment of the Mishkan. Now that the Mishkan
was finally erected, the purpose of creating heaven and
earth was fulfilled. He adds that the Torah concludes
its description of the first day of Creation with the
words TnX Oi' 71j72 'n"1 21V 0", referring to this day
as yom echad and not yom rishon, but now that the
Mishkan was built and the world was firmly established,
there was finally a “yom rishon.” In other words, yom
rishon here does not mean Sunday, but the first day
of the world.

Among the korbanos of this eighth day of miluim was
the nxvN7 P2 12 72V brought by Aharon, which came
to atone for the cheit ha'eigel. Klal Yisrael brought a
NnXVvN7 O'w 1w, and that was to be mechaper for
Mechiras Yosef. The Meshech Chochmah observes that
these two korbanos were atoning for the twin facets
of bein adam laMakom and bein adam lachaveiro, the
eigel being a sin between man and Hashem and the
sale of Yosef being a sin between man and his fellow.
These two aspects of sin always go hand in hand, and
kapparah is required for both.

The Megaleh Amukos sees a deep connection between
these two aveiros, noting that the Midrash states that
the shevatim sold Yosef because they foresaw that
Yeravam ben Nevat, who would station agalim for
avodah zarah in Dan and Beer Sheva, would descend
from him. Their sale of Yosef was therefore an act of
kana’us against that future sin. What was wrong with
this, however, was that the shevatim themselves later
brought an eigel, and that sparked criticism against
them for their act of selling Yosef in protest of the
agalim that his descendant would create.

Later in the parshah we find a discussion about kashrus,
and a listing of various kosher and non-kosher animals.
Rashi notes that when Moshe Rabbeinu said n'nin nxt
17J3XN WK, he actually held up each animal and showed
it to Klal Yisrael. This is an incredible miracle: In middle
of the desert, Moshe was suddenly able to locate every
type of animal — wild beast, domestic creature, insects,
and so on. For all the animals to congregate in the Midbar,
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in a veritable safari, would seem to be a huge nes! Why
is this not even mentioned by Chazal as a wonder?

The answer involves a fundamental insight: This
phenomenon occurred for the sake of limud haTorah,
and anything unusual that happens for the purpose of
limud haTorah is not surprising. An example of this
principle is the famous story of how a particular type
of grasshopper came to R' Chaim Kanievsky’s window.
To him, this was hardly astounding, because it was for
the sake of limud haTorah.

Another example can be found in the introduction
to the sefer Yam Shel Shlomo, where the Maharshal
refers, almost offhandedly, to an incident in which his
candle went out, and he didn’t have light to enable
him to learn in the dark, until miraculously a candle
materialized and continued burning for him all night.
He says this as though it's self-understood, and does
not hail it as a nes similar to that of Chanukah — and
that's because the miracle happened for the sake of
Torah learning. Limud haTorah has the power to bring
about any type of nes.

Regarding the kashrus of fish, the passuk says, n1 nx
O'RNANWPWPIN'YI0 17 1WK 73 O'NAWK 73N 17IXKA, and
the Shach al HaTorah sees an allusion here regarding
how to choose someone to teach you Torah. As we
know, n11n X7 O'n 'K, so here the Torah is hinting
that the rebbi from whom you will drink spiritual waters
must possessNWpWwp1 1910 . The letters of the word
1'9)0 can be read rearranged to read "1 190, a reference
to the 60 (*"3) masechtos of Shas. The gematria of
the word 1x1 is also 60, indicating that a true gaon is
someone who knows all 60 masechtos.

As for the word nwpwyp, its numerical value is 1200,
which is also the gematria of the phrase oJn 1'n'7n

1NJ 732 Oo'wyn 7v2. This hints at another condition:
the rebbi you learn from must also live according to
the principles that he teaches, to the greatest extent
that he can.

*kk

Another interesting point is that when discussing what
must happen to food before it can be susceptible to
tumah, the Torah says, xi21 WX 7IX* "WX 7IXn 73N
O0'n 1"7V. Now, water is not the only liquid that renders
food susceptible to tumah; there are actually seven
liquids that do that: wine, honey, oil, milk, dew, blood,
and water. These are referred to using the acronym
o1 onw T, which stands for ,70 ,27n ,|Jnw ,waT,|m
o'n. R' Chaim Kanievsky notes, in Taama d’Kra, that
the Torah alludes to these other six liquids, besides
water, by adding a superfluous vav to the word xia?
in the passuk.

Each of these seven liquids, incidentally, corresponds
to a different Yom Tov: Wine is Purim, honey is Rosh
Hashanabh, oil is Chanukah, milk is Shavuos, dew is
Pesach (when we begin asking for dew), blood is Yom
Kippur (representing the day’s korbanos), and water is
Succos, when there is nisuch hamayim.

*%%

The parshah also says, 1in0 n'n* 00 N1PN 121 1'UN K,
referring to the concept of mikveh, WhICh must contain
40 se'ah of water. There are all kinds of calculations
of how we derive this requirement, but the Ostrovtzer
sees an intriguing remez in the phrase n1pn 'n, pointing
out that if you spell out the letters of this phrase in
their full form — a"n1"x1 9"1p 0"n 7"1" 0"n — the total
gematria of those letters (389) equals that of the words
NXO O'W1IX. So the “full” volume of a mikveh's waters
is, literally, 40 se'ah.

Gut Shabbos.
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