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Below is an English adaptation of this weeks' Parsha Preview which can be heard live every Wednesday at 2:15 PM

It's All About Trust

Harav Hagaon Binyamin Cohen shlita

The Torah promises that when people keep Shemittah,
the land will give forth its produce and people will
eat to satiation: Vab’7 DN7IX1 A9 Y IND NI Rash|
comments that there will be blessing in the person’s
innards as well, and the mefarshim explains that the
person can eat a little bit and it will be blessed inside
him, to provide anything he needs. This is similar to
the mann in the Midbar; each person received only an
omer, but that sufficed to provide all that they needed.

The Torah then adds, Ny'ayn Niwa 7oX1 N ANNN 1)
- if a person asks, “What am | going to eat, if | don’t
plant?” - then Hashem will provide His blessing and
the land will produce enough for three years: nxX mH1X|
N'WED MW D27 N1,

At first, then, the Torah gives a berachah of quality, and
after that it gives a berachah of quantity. But which
oneisit?

The Torah is addressing two types of people, with
differing levels of emunah and bitachon. To those who
possess true emunah and bitachon, Hakadosh Baruch
Hu says, “If you keep Shemittah, I’ll take care of you in
a way that defies nature - you’ll have a little bit, and
that will be enough to supply all your needs.” But to
a person who possesses less emunah and bitachon,
and questions what he will eat - he doesn’t see how
it’s possible to subsist off so little - Hashem provides
a berachah of quantity, supplying him with produce
for three years.

The Torah isimparting the principle that the shefa from
Hakadosh Baruch Hu depends on our level of bitachon:
the more bitachon we have, the more berachah we’ll
merit, even beyond what is natural.

In discussing the reason for the mitzvah of Shemittah,
the Kli Yakar cites the opinion of those who say that
the purpose of this mitzvah is so that the land should
have a rest so that it can produce more. If so, questions
the Kli Yakar, then why would a person go into galus for
failing to keep Shemittah? It’s his own loss!

Clearly, says the Kli Yakar, the mitzvah is meant to
teach us emunah and bitachon, and to prevent a Yid
from harboring feelings of ' T! DX))I mna: “I’'m the owner, |
produce, | work the land.” During Shemittah, Hakadosh
Baruch Hu instructs us to let go and recognize that He
isin charge and everything comes from Him.

Furthermore, he continues, a farmer typically works
the land for two years and leaves it fallow in the third,
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whereas Shemittah occurs after six years - specifically
so that a person should not think that the point is to
give the land a rest.

Bitachon for Learning

This principle, that a person merits berachah proportional
to his level of bitachon, is relevant not only to parnassah,
but to limud Torah as well. The Mechilta, at the end
of Parashas Beshalach, says that the Torah was given
specifically to the generation that ate mann - the Dor
Hamidbar. Those individuals did not know where their
sustenance was going to come from; they had no savings-
they couldn’t keep mann for the next day, so they had
to develop trust that Hakadosh Baruch Hu would give
them everything they needed. With that bitachon, they
were zocheh to Torah.

Indeed, we say in Ahavah Rabbah, 1nbay11'NiIax M1yl
o"n 'pn DTN7NI 72, meaning that ‘the Torah was given
to our ancestors because they had bitachon. Rashi
(Shabbos 88b) says that when Klal Yisrael said naaseh
before nishma, they showed their trust in Hashem that
He would not give them a command that they could
not fulfill; therefore, they were able to accept the Torah
without hearing what was in it. Because of that emunah,
they were zocheh to the Torah.

In this vein, R' Aryeh Zev Gurwicz has a diyuk on the
Mishnah’s statement 72XN N7P2 N9 ,N1IMN 7Y AT X 72
NN NINA VX MO YA YIND ‘73}1 NAYA NMwPA 0D
17 QD] YN |2 WY NAX ON 7DY NAN. The begmmng
of this mishnah is phrased in the future tense: ,72xn
¥R ,nRYn, and so on, but the mishnah then switches
to the present tense: 7y NANX NN He explains that
this is describing a person who is learning Torah and
worrying about his parnassah: “What’s going to be? |
might end up having to eat bread with salt, drinking
water in measure, and sleeping on the floor?” If such
a person trusts in Hashem and nevertheless sits and
learns, putting aside his concerns about the future, he
earns tremendous berachah: 717 2ibl NTn D71V YN
N2an D71v7.

The more bitachon a person has, the more he is zocheh
to learn Torah. Butin order to be mekabel the Torah, we
also have to have faith in ourselves and our ability to
learn and understand Torah. Our neshamah is a chelek
Eloka mimaal, and Hakadosh Baruch Hu is NN mn7n
TNV IDY7; it doesn’t depend on nature, it depends on
our emunah.
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PARSHAPREVIEW

Below is an English adaptation of this weeks' Parsha Preview which can be heard live every Wednesday at 2:15 PM

Lag Ba’omer and the Power of a Jewish Neshamah

This Motzaei Shabbos is Lag Ba'omer, when the talmidim
of Rabbi Akiva stopped dying. Chazal teach that on that
day of Lag Ba'omer, Rabbi Akiva took five talmidim, among
them R' Shimon bar Yochai, and taught them Torah. All
the Torah we have today is from those five talmidim.

Originally, Rabbi Akiva had 24,000 talmidim, but they all
died between Pesach and Shavuos, leaving the world
empty and void. How was it possible for him to teach
Torah to five talmidim and thereby fill the void left by
the loss of 24,000 talmidim? The answer is that Rabbi
Akiva had bitachon that Hakadosh Baruch Hu is Tn7n
7KW INV7 NN, and because of this bitachon we are
zocheh to all the Torah we have today.

Lag Ba'omer is also the yahrtzeit of the 45 kedoshim
of Miron, two of whom were chashuveh bachurim from
our yeshiva: Reb Yossi Kohn and Reb Duvi Steinmetz,
who showed us the koach of a Yid’s neshamah. While
trapped in the pile, they gave their own water to others
in the pile, and they made sure to pick up their bodies
so as not to put pressure on the people under them.
Even if that horrific situation, they worried about others,
telling Hatzalah members, “Go help this child, take this
person first.”

One of the kedoshim said, “Even though | know that the
people who are stepping on me are causing me to die, I'm
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mochel everyone.” This is amazing! This is the koach of
aneshamah of a Yid, which they demonstrated, showing
usthat DTN NNYI 'N 1. They showed us the fire burning
inside every Yid; every Yid has these special kochos,
and according to the emunah we have that we are a
chelek Eloka mimaal, we can access these kochos and
serve Hakadosh Baruch Hu in all situations.

Hashem should give us all shefa berachah v’hatzlachah.

Gut Shabbos.
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