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Below is an English adaptation of this weeks' Parsha Preview which can be heard live every Wednesday at 2:15 PM

Entering Hashem’s Inner World
Harav Hagaon Meir Wahrsager shlita

Shavuous is the Yom Tov of Maamad Har Sinai and Mattan
Torah. This event, besides being an unbelievable experience
in and of itself, was also in a sense the culmination of Yetzias
Mitzrayim. In Parshas Vaeira Hashem says the four leshonos
of geulah: m7x31,'7x01 ' INXINL and 1ANP71. The Sforno and
the Ibn Ezra says that '"nNp71 happened at Mattan Torah,
meaning that Mattan Torah constituted the fourth and final
stage of the geulah.

The Sefer Hachinuch (Mitzvah 306) states clearly that the
purpose of Yetzias Mitzrayim was for Klal Yisrael to accept
the Torah, as the passuk says: 'nN7Y 1IN 12 NIXD 77 DT
NT0 00 7Y D'P7XD NN ITLVA DNXHDD DY NXCNXIND.

The Gemara (Shabbos 89) records an argument between
Yitzchak Avinu and the Ribbono Shel Olam regarding whose
children Klal Yisrael are: Are they the children of Yitzchak or
the children of Hakadosh Baruch Hu? Yitzchak argues that
they’re Hashem’s children, as at Mattan Torah He called
them His firstborn. The wording of the Gemara is: X71 12
,1102 112 0NY7 NNP L,YNYI7 NRY1 1197 IDVTPnY nywl 77102
72 X710 rwdv?

Rashi wonders why the moniker 7x7¥! 121 12 is attributed
to the time when Klal Yisrael said naaseh v’nishma, when
in fact Hashem called them that earlier, when they were
still in Mitzrayim. Rashi explains that the description was
applied to them in Mitzrayim because they were on the
path to eventually being mekabel the Torah, as he says:
7177 YD NYYI 111D 1197 INI7 PTAY [N 1197 172 Ny
0122 N2ANKND 171V, This means that Yetzias Mitzrayim was a
steppingstone to Mattan Torah, which was when Klal Yisrael
actualized their status as banim.

We know that the arba kosos correspond to the four leshonos
of geulah, and the Gemara in Pesachim rules that one may not
drink between the third and fourth kosos; those final kosos
are treated more stringently than the others. The Maharal
(Gevuros Hashem ch. 60) explains that this is because there
can be nointerruption between the third and fourth leshonos
of geulah 'M7X31 - and mMNJY7), since the purpose of Yetzias
Mitzrayim was for us to become Hashem’s nation. Between the
leshonos that correspond to the miracles of Yetzias Mitzrayim
and the various stages of m7xin| ,Jaxxinl, and M7xX1, there
can beinterruption, but if there is an interruption between
N7N31 and '"NPY71, the entire purpose of Yetzias Mitzrayim -
Mattan Torah - is missing.

In what way is Mattan Torah the culmination of Yetzias
Mitzrayim? One of the fundamental principles of Yetzias
Mitzrayim is that through that process Hakadosh Baruch Hu
chose Klal Yisrael as His people. Indeed, the Vilna Gaon, on
the siddur, explains the words D'DYN 70D 13NN NNX as a
reference to Yetzias Mitzrayim. At that time, Hakadosh Baruch
Hu chose us from all the nations to be his am segulah, which
means that this was the start of our relationship with Him.
On the other hand, we find that the choosing of Klal Yisrael
to be Hashem’s people is connected to Mattan Torah, as we
say every day in Ahavah Rabbah: nanxa 7xawr inya 1nian,
which is talking about Hashem lovingly choosing Klal Yisrael
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to receive the Torah.

This is expressed in one of the Birchos HaTorah as well: "WX
1NN NN 117 N1 0D'DYN 720 112 N2, Hashem’s choice of Klal
Yisrael was fully manifest at the time of Mattan Torah, which
represented the pinnacle of our relationship with Him. The
relationship started with Yetzias Mitzrayim, but it reached
its full climax and depth during Mattan Torah.

How so?

The Pinnacle of the Relationship

The start of the relationship was 'n7xn1,'NNXINI, and 'MM7X)21,
and this week’s parashah actually references that process,
when Hakadosh Baruch Hu says, prior to Mattan Torah:Dnx
DIIXNT7 WY WX DNINY — you saw how | went out of my way
to overturn nature, with the ten maakos, with krias Yam Suf,
and with all of the makkos along the way. The three stages
of geulah: 7xN1 ,'NXINI, and 'MM7X)1 were the start of the
relationship, showing that Hakadosh Baruch Hu performs
yeshuos, nissim, and nifla’os for Klal Yisrael and takes care
of us, demonstrating clearly how much Klal Yisrael means
to him.

But there’s a whole different level in the relationship as well.
A relationship is forged through mutual love and closeness
between the two sides. If you notice, there’s a big difference
between the first three leshonos of geulah and the last one.
The first three refer to things Hakadosh Baruch Hu did for
us - He protected us, He redeemed us, He brought us out of
bondage with nissim and nifla’os. The last lashon of geulah was
something Hakadosh Baruch Hu did, kivyachol, for Himself:
-7 DDNN 'ANPY71I Hashem drew us to Him. He didn’t only do
things for us; He did something for Himself as well, drawing
us close to him through giving us the Torah and mitzvos.

I would like to try to explain how this works through the
analogy of the way a person develops a relationship with
an adam gadol. At the start of the relationship, that great
person might make an outward shows of closeness - by
arranging a chavrusa foryou, by giving you a mareh makom,
by helping you with connections somewhere. That’s one
way of drawing someone close and creating a kesher with
him. But it’s a whole different story when he invites you to
his house and gives you a peek into what’s going on in his
home. And it’s certainly a whole different level if he lets
you into his way of thinking, learning a sugya with you and
helping you discover his mehalach hamachshavah. This is
awhole new way to get to know a person, and it’s really the
closest you can come to someone.

Thefirst three leshonos of geulah were things that Hakadosh
Baruch Hu did for us, and those things showed a tremendous
amount of kirvah. But Mattan Torah, when Hashem gave us
the Torah and mitzvos, was Hakadosh Baruch Hu’s way of
telling us, “I’'m taking you into My inner world, ’'m drawing
you close to Me” 1TN 77nin "IN -.

We possess three types of faculties: action, thought, and
speech. The first three leshonos of geulah were Hakadosh
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Baruch Hu’s actions on our behalf, while through Torah we
actually enter His realm of thought and speech, which gives
rise to our ultimate kesher with Him.

“Knowing” Hashem

Chazal discuss in many places, and the Nefesh Hachaim
elaborates, how the ultimate purpose of all of Creation is for
us to achieve dveikus with Hakadosh Baruch Hu. Yet we see
in many sources that Torah constitutes a different realm of
dveikus, and that is because through Torah a person enters,
kivyachol, the through process of Hakadosh Baruch Hu Himself.

This idea is expressed in a Rashi in Parashas Vayeira, where
Hakadosh Baruch Hu informs Avraham Avinu that He is about
to destroy Sedom. Why does Hashem make Avraham privy
to this? The passuk says it was out of His tremendous love
for Avraham: MNOxX N/ NN 112 DX DX YN VD7 PAYT! 1D,
and Rashi cites numerous examples that show that myTis
a term of affection.

Apparently, Rashiwas bothered by the use of the term yediah,
which means knowing - how is that connected to loving? And
Rashi explains: 22nnnw nyIT IW7 N7X 11N D712 |1IW7 17!V DINNI
- DD VT I7XNX 1270 DTN DX if you love someone and
you really want to be close to them and have a relationship
with them, what do you do? You get to know him, you want
to have an deeper knowledge of that person. And there’s no
greater way to know a person than to learn how he thinks,
to capture his mehalach hamachshavah.

This is the depth of Hashem’s kesher with Klal Yisrael and His
choice of us as His people: DY7 '7 DINN MNP

This is the meaning of the opening words of Shir Hashirim:
1N'9 Nipwan Mpv, which Rashi and the other meforshim
understand as a reference to Mattan Torah. Torah is a kiss,
and there’s nothing else that’s a kiss besides Torah.

What is a kiss? When a person hugs, he actually embraces
another person and draws him close. But a kiss - and especially
a kiss that’s peh el peh - is when you open yourself up to
another person and connect that person to what’s within
you. Through Torah, we actually enter Hakadosh Baruch Hu,
and there’s no greater kirvah than that which is achieved
through Torah.

This idea sheds light on the tremendous emphasis that is
placed, especially in yeshivos, on learning Torah b’iyun. Limud
Torah is not only a matter of amassing yedios. Rather, when a
person labors to understand a Torah concept with greater and

greater depth, and spends many hours on one kneitch, he
is striving to gain a deeper understanding of daas Hashem.
This quest to know Hashem is the greatest expression of
love, as Rashi says:InDNIHYTINIZYN 12PN DTXN NN INDNY.
Our greatest kirvah to Hakadosh Baruch Hu is achieved
through entering His realm of thought, as it were.

Our connection to Hashem through Torah is an identifying
characteristic of a Yid, as R' Saadiah Gaon teaches: NNDIN |'N
NN X778 NNIX. What defines Klal Yisrael more than
anythingis Torah, and itis through Torah that D2nx 'ANP7
Dy717is achieved.

Mattan Torah was iNann 0iy, the time of Nip'wan Py
119, which was the true culmination of Yetzias Mitzrayim.
Accordingly, if a Yid wants to have a kesher with Hakadosh
Baruch Hu, he throws himself into Torah and immerses
himself in it, because that is the ultimate dveikus: TIn7N
D712 7210 NN. This is the ultimate - '7 Ni'N7 being a part of
Hakadosh Baruch Hu Himself.

B’ezras Hashem we should all be zocheh to feel this more
and more and truly achieve '7 NninY.

Gut Yom Tov.
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