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Hatred by Proxy

In this parshah we read about the travels of the Yidden in
the Midbar, and how the aron traveled along with them.
The parshah includes the famous passuk that we say in
shul before we take out a Sefer Torah: 10X |IXn y0IJa "N
'190 'NIWN 1077 AT XD D NP WD — when the
aron with the luchos inside it traveled Moshe Rabbeinu
would call out, “Arise, Hashem, and His aron and His
Torah, and all those who hate and fight against Hashem
should disappear and dissipate.”

Rabbeinu Bachaye explains that this passuk belongs in
this parshah because the Torah here is discussing Klal
Yisrael’s travels — and the aron traveled with them. And
there’'s a connection here to the Torah that traveled with
them, as we will explain shortly.

Rashi wonders, who are the ones who hate and fight
against Hakadosh Baruch Hu? He answers that these
are the people who fight against Klal Yisrael. Anybody
who fights against Klal Yisrael is as if he fights against
Hashem, as we see from the progression of the pesukim in
Tehillim (83), where the words wix1 1xw3 'xIWM, referring
to those who hate Hashem, are followed by the words 7y
Ti0 1N™MYT JAY, meaning that these enemies of Hashem
are those who fight against Klal Yisrael.

Why are those who fight against Klal Yisrael conflated
with those who fight against Hashem?

The answer, says the Midrash in Parshas Pekudei, is
that those who fight against Klal Yisrael just because we
are Klal Yisrael are really fighting us because they hate
Hashem. It is a war of evil against good. If they could, they
would fight against Hashem, but since they're not able to
fight Him directly, they take the next best option, and fight
against those who represent Hashem in this world. Why
do we represent Hakadosh Baruch Hu? Because we are
the ones who accepted His Torah in this world.

We Are All Representatives

Every single Yid represents Hashem in this world. The
Gemara (Shabbos 89) teaches that the reason for the
name “Sinai” is that from there, sinah descended to the
world. Why do the nations of the world hate us since
Matan Torah? Because we represent Hashem, as a result
of our accepting the Torah.
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If a person is on the level of Yaakov Avinu, then he obviously
represents Hashem in this world. But at Matan Torah
a chiddush was introduced: that every Yid in the world
represents Hakadosh Baruch Hu. And therefore, those
who hate Hashem — the forces of evil in the world, who
know subconsciously that they can exist only as long as
there isn't a revelation of kevod Shamayim in the world
— they know that the day will come when YIxn 73 X7n
iTia3 — Klal Yisrael will bring such kedushah into the
world that all evil will be destroyed. It's their life's task,
therefore, to try and fight against Hashem, by battling
those who accepted the Torah.

This explains why, precisely at the time when the aron
that carried the luchos began to travel — a reflection of
the Yidden who carry the Torah and represent Hakadosh
Baruch Hu —Moshe Rabbeinu declared: 10311 7'27K 1X91
T wn.

During World War I, the brother of the Gerrer Rebbe— a
great tzaddik and talmid chacham named Reb Mendeli
— was taken to Treblinka, where, sadly, he was eventually
murdered.

When he arrived in Treblinka, he saw the Nazis, yemach
shemam, fighting against a little Jewish child whom no
one could accuse of having ever wronged anyone, certainly
not the he Germans. “The forces of tumah have a keen
sense for kedushah,” Reb Mendeli remarked. “They know
that a Jewish child, whoever he is, represents Hakadosh
Baruch Hu, and they will therefore do everything they can
to get in his way.”

The pesukim of Tehillim we cited above, in which the
phrase WX 1KW] ;"XIWN1 is juxtaposed with the phrase
Tio 1Ny qny 7y, are followed by the passuk 137 1Nnx
Tiv 7x1W1 OW I X71130 OT'NIN. The nations say, “We
are going to destroy Klal Yisrael, to the point that nothing
will be left of them.” Dovid Hamelech continues: 777y
1N1J' N2 — against You, Hashem, they come to fight.
The Midrash Shocher Tov observes that when a nation
declares 'ian 071'NJ11 137, they are really trying to fight
against Hashem.

This, says the Midrash, is also the meaning of the passuk
(Tehillim 2) in'win 7v1’n 7y TN 17011 OWITINT YIX *I7N 12X
They really want to fight 'n 7y, against Hashem, because
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the forces of evil object to good and will do everything
they can to fight against Him, but if they have no way to
fight Him, they will resort to fighting against the Yidden.

The Snake’s Baseless Hatred

The Zohar compares the nations of the world, and Eisav,
to a snake, and the Shem MiShmuel notes that the snake
is the one animal that has nothing to gain when it injects
venom into another creature. It doesn’'t devour its prey,
and it should have no interest in biting and killing its prey.
The only thing it wishes to do is n'Wx nN21'X1 — creating
hatred. The reason the nations of the world are compared
to a nachash is that they try to do the same: They fight
against us merely because we represent Hakadosh Baruch
Hu and kedushah in this world.

Yechezkel Hanavi describes the hatred of the nations
against us Yidden as an 07iv n1'K, an everlasting hatred.
Even after Hitler ym”s killed millions of Yidden, he was
still bent on sending troops to try to find even one last
Yid. There's an eivas olam, a never-ending hate.

Shmuel Hanavi describes Klal Yisrael as an am olam, an
eternal nation. Because we represent kedushah, we will
endure despite everything. And since we are the am olam,
the nations will counter with an eivas olam.

In the Hoshanos we recite on Hoshana Rabbah, we ask,
O7iv OV7 niviw? njn — Hakadosh Baruch Hu should send
yeshuos to the eternal nation, who are persecuted because
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we are the am olam. We are the ones who are going to be
redeemed by Hakadosh Baruch Hu, as the passuk refers
to us as’na VWil ov — the nation redeemed by Hashem.

Vanquishing Two Enemies

When Moshe Rabbeinu declared:103"1 7"2"X 1X371 ‘0 Q1P
190 'XIWN, he used a double expression, mentioning
oivecha and sonecha. The Vilna Gaon says, in Aderes
Eliyahu — apparently seeing this interpretation in Rashi
— that 7"27X refers to enemies who are fighting us in a
physical way, and seek to harm us bodily, in an open way.
That's one battle they wage against the am olam. And
then there is the category of J'x1Wwn, which includes all
the yetzer haras and temptations in the world, which the
Satan sets up to try and ensnare Klal Yisrael in a spiritual
way. The Satan, too, has an eivas olam to the am olam,
and he is also fighting to destroy us.

Says Moshe Rabbeinu, have no fear! We will overcome
both oivecha and sonecha, as long as we recognize that
all these obstacles exist because we are the ones who
wear the crown of Hashem and represent kedushah in
this world, and that this is the reason we are continually
persecuted, both physically and spiritually. Very soon,
the day will come when we, who represent the Torah in
this world, will see the fulfillment of Moshe Rabbeinu’s
tefillah, 7'19n 'KIWN 10371 '2NIXTT N AN,

May we be zocheh speedily to be saved from all persecution,

physical and spiritual, and to see the day of niviw' nin
O7iv OvYy.
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