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PARSHAPREVIEW

BELOW IS AN ENGLISH ADAPTATION OF THIS WEEKS' PARSHA PREVIEW WHICH CAN BE HEARD LIVE EVERY WEDNESDAY AT 2:15 PM

Love Overrides Protocol

There is a long-standing minhag to stay up on the night of
Shavuos and spend the entire night learning Torah, rather
than going to sleep as usual. But what'’s the reason for this
practice? I'd like to discuss three key points in this regard.

People often reason, “If | go to sleep, I'll have more energy. I'll
be able to daven better, and | might even have more time to
learn! I'll be able to learn my regular sedarim, and | can learn
during the day. But if | stay up all night, I'll be wiped out—and if
you crunch the numbers, | might end up learning less overall.”
And if you take out your calculator, you might find that you're
actually learning less by staying up all night on Shavuos.

So which is better? What'’s the use of staying up?

The point, Rabbosai, is that this minhag isn't about learning
more Torah—more hours, more hasmadah. It serves a
different purpose altogether. And we're going to discuss three
fundamental ideas that underlie this minhag of Klal Yisrael.

Oneg, it's brought down that staying up all night is a tikkun, a
kapparah, for what happened at the time of Matan Torah. Klal
Yisrael went to sleep the night before the Torah was given,
and Moshe Rabbeinu had to wake them up in the morning.
This triggered criticism from Above: “The night before Matan
Torah you go to sleep? You show up late?”

We stay up the whole night as a way of rectifying that mistake.
But what really happened then? What does it mean that Klal
Yisrael went to sleep and Moshe had to wake them up?

Let’'s look at the Kedushas Levi, who always defended Kilal
Yisrael. R’ Levi Yitzchak gives the following explanation: Klal
Yisrael arrived at Midbar Sinai on Rosh Chodesh Sivan, and
they invested all their energy into preparing for Matan Torah.
From Rosh Chodesh all the way through the Shloshes Yemei
Hagbalah they were busy readying themselves to receive the
Torah. By the time Erev Shavuos came around, they were so
physically and emotionally drained that they said to themselves,
“We're not going to have the strength or clarity to receive the
Torah properly.” So they went to sleep—but not merely to get
a good night's rest; it was a lesheim Shamayim sleep, with the
intention of restoring their energy to receive the Torah properly.

Why, then, were they criticized? Where did they go wrong?
The Kedushas Levi says they should have had bitachon and
emunah that Hakadosh Baruch Hu would give them the strength
they needed. Yes, they had exhausted themselves in their
preparations. Yes, they were drained. But they should have
trusted that N3 19'7n" ‘0 'ip—the Eibishter would renew their
energy so that they could receive the Torah.

The Maharsha expresses this idea in two places. The Gemara
states (Bava Basra 10a) that talmidei chachamim who hold
back sleep from their eyes will be satiated by the radiance
of the Shechinah in Olam Haba, and the Maharsha explains
that this doesn't mean Hakadosh Baruch Hu will grant them
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the experience of the Shechinah in the next world, but rather
that they receive a taste of Shechinah from Olam Haba in this
world. Why? Because Torah weakens a person. It drains you
physically. So talmidei chachamim, who push themselves
past their limits, should naturally become weak and frail—but
Hashem gives them added strength.

The Maharsha says the same thing in Avodah Zarah (3b), where
the Gemara says that someone who learns Torah at night will
have a chut shel chessed drawn upon him during the day.
Naturally, if someone stayed up learning all night, he should
be totally wiped out by the morning. But no. The Maharsha
says Hashem gives them a chut shel chessed, which grants
them extra kochos, so they do not become depleted.

That's what would have happened at Matan Torah, had Klal
Yisrael not gone to sleep.

In the zemiros of Shabbos day, we say: nwy1,Tn* N2 077 1X21
TOX N BYIINNDT, TNXKI 1NX VNI This stanza is descrlbmg
Kabbalas HaTorah, which happened on Shabbos. But then we
continue, N3 7Y17 |NiIn 7113, praising Hashem for giving strength
to the weary. What is this line doing here? We understand the
naaseh v’'nishma, the bris yachad. But why n3 qu*7 1nisn 7112?

The answer lies in the above idea. Torah tires a person out.
A person might think: Maybe I'll be exhausted; maybe | won't
have the koach to learn the next day. No! n3 f1y7 |nisn 72—
Hakadosh Baruch Hu will give you the strength to learn. The
Torah won't knock you out. You won't lose from pushing yourself.

That was the mistake before Matan Torah. Klal Yisrael thought
they needed to sleep in order to be ready, but their reasoning
was flawed; they should have had bitachon that Hashem would
give them the necessary koach.

So this is the first reason for staying up the whole night—not
to fall into the same mistake that Klal Yisrael made at Matan
Torah by worrying about not having strength.

Our Grocery Store

The second point relates to the Torah's account of Klal Yisrael's
arrival in Midbar Sinai. The passuk says: 1X271 0" T'97110 1V07]
127TR2 1071 30 12 TN— firs}, they traveled from Refidim, then
they came to Midbar Sinai, and then they encamped.

The Ramban points out that generally, when Klal Yisrael traveled,
they immediately encamped — they set up their tents, they
made things nice, and they settled. Here, however, the passuk
is adding a step in between 1V071 and J'0 127N 121 — 1IN71.
They didn’t just travel and then encamp. When they arrived
at Midbar Sinai and saw Har Sinai, they dropped everything.
They didn’t bother settling in. They didn’t arrange their tents
or hang up pictures to try to make themselves comfortable.
They ran straight to the mountain.

What's the deeper point of this Ramban? It's not just that Klal
Yisrael were less focused on worldly matters and went straight
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to prepare for Matan Torah. It's more fundamental than that.
They felt that their real home—their true place—was where
they could learn Torah.

We all understand that Torah and ruchniyus are more important
than gashmiyus. But the only way to give that knowledge
practical expression is if the person feels that ruchniyus is
the essence of his life. He has to be so comfortable with
ruchniyus that other things become less important to him,
and what really makes him happy and comfortable is learning
Torah and doing mitzvos. Then the pleasures of this world
become less significant.

When Klal Yisrael reached Har Sinai, they knew: This is what
we're here for. Instead of busying themselves making things
comfortable, they abandoned all considerations of setting
up their belongings and began to prepare for Matan Torah.

That'’s the second point. On Shavuos night, we're not just
changing our sleep schedule—we’re stepping into a different
mindset. We're saying: This is my place. This is what I live for.

| once heard a beautiful pshat to explain the tefillah of 1ni
7n1N2 13p7N. The simple meaning is: “Give us a portion in
Your Torah.” But there’s another way to understand it: Make
our portion in life be Torah. Make it our business, our life’'s
work. A person does many things throughout his day, but only
some of those things are his.

Someone once asked R’ Aharon Leib Shteinman where a certain
Midrash is found. He didn't know offhand and told them to ask
R’ Chaim Kanievsky. They asked R’ Chaim, and he immediately
named the exact source, in one of the Masechtos Ketanos.
When they came back to R’ Aharon Leib and told him how
quickly R’ Chaim answered, they were amazed.

But R’ Aharon Leib said, “Why are you so impressed? That'’s
his grocery store.”

If you walk into a large grocery, he explained, and ask for a
certain product, the owner of the store knows exactly where
it is. If you enter a hardware store and you ask the owner for a
very specific kind of screw, he can show you precisely where
it is, out of the many hundreds of screws and bolts he sells.
Is anyone impressed by that? No, because it's his business.
He lives it every day. So, too, for Rav Chaim, Torah is his store.
You ask him for anything, he knows exactly where it is. That'’s
his cheilek.

When we ask Tn11n2 13p7n N1, we're davening that Torah
should be our grocery store.

That's why we stay up on leil Shavuos and learn all night. We
forget our usual schedule, our usual comforts, and declare that
Torah is our cheilek: “This is our place. This is who we are.”

We Made It!

The third idea is based on a beautiful insight from the Ohr
Hachaim, on the above passuk at the beginning of Parshas
Yisro. The Torah says: YIXN 7X1W')a NKX7 w700 WTN2
;1770 127N KA O'T'9IN 10 .10 127N 1K AT 0i'12,071XN
12Tn2 1N'1. The order seems off; first it says they arrived in
Midbar Sinai, and then it says they traveled from Refidim.
Shouldn't it be the other way around?
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The Ohr Hachaim says the Torah is telling us something much
deeper. This wasn't just a regular encampment, a stop on the
journey. This was the day the world was waiting for since
Sheishes Yemei Bereishis. The purpose of Yetzias Mitzrayim
was that Klal Yisrael would accept the Torah, and the very
creation of the world was conditional on Klal Yisrael's accepting
the Torah. That'’s the tachlis of the entire world.

In the Ohr Hachaim’s words: O0'Tpn7 nMiwn N7p7pn nanx
O"1"7u'7 07197 "IN X1127 N11jNA 01 AT XN ' NTNY7W ,INIKNDN
7XWT 112 1K1 NN O'9XN1 O2AWT 001 AX™2AN O1'N1 O0J1INNN71
T1JN1 127N 1TO 1907 NI 1NXV X7 NNW 1VIanWw3I AT7 ,'7'0 127N
PWINY PWNI Piwn v ‘121 182 0T 012 1MNIXKA DYTINN NNTP
ANXT NNTPNTAXKMAN NY7IN XN AT I YIX O'NW INNW1 piwni
02T 7W 019 VTN 21NJN TN 3.

So exciting was this moment when Klal Yisrael arrived at Har
Sinai that the Torah couldn’t contain itself from informing us
of this earth-shattering event. They finally made it! The passuk
practically jumped out of its place, instead of describing the
chronological sequence, because if a person loves something,
he breaks from the usual protocol and structure: N'7p'7pn nanx
n1wn. Heaven and earth rejoiced at this moment, when the
beloved finally arrived to meet the one longing for it. That's
what we see in these pesukim—the Torah can’t contain itself.

The Ohr HaChaim expresses a similar idea in Parshas Vayeitzei.
When Reuven brought the dudaim, Leah gave them to Rochel
in exchange for being with Yaakov that night: 7'n1Jw oW 3
172 'XT1T2. She rented her husband! This seems totally out of
place—was Yaakov Avinu a worker for hire?

The Ohr HaChaim explains that Leah had such a burning
desire to have more shevatim from Yaakov Avinu, that she was
mekalkeles es hashurah. She acted totally out of line—but it
was her ahavah for Hashem and His mitzvos that drove her.

And listen to this: the Chida, the Alshich, and others write that
this episode happened on Erev Shavuos! And who was born
from that union, from Leah’s act of ahavah mekalkeles es
hashurah? Yissachar, the paradigm of the talmid chacham.

And the Alshich says that this is one of the reasons for the
minhag to put out flowers on Shavuos. It's a zecher for the
dudaim! It is said that someone came to the Chazon Ish asking
for a segulah to have children, and he told him to sponsor the
flowers for Shavuos in a shul.

One of my favorite Gemaras brings out this point. Chazal (Eruvin
53b) relatethat R’ Avahu was asked one morning, in the beis
midrash, where R’ lla’i was. He wasn't at first seder. Where
was he? They answered: NnJ1NNX N1Y11 Y7V. He was rejoicing
— and the Gemara gives two opinions as to the reason for his
joy: Either he had gotten married, or he was busy learning.
The nvi referenced here is either a young woman who was
his bride — or a masechta! He was so involved in his learning
and so excited that it was as though he had gotten married.

So when they asked, “Where’s R’ [1ai?”, the answer was: He got
carried away and lost track of time. He was learning all night,
so he missed the morning seder. Rashi says: He's sleeping now.
This is what love for Torah can do to a person — to get him
to stay up all night learning ecstatically. Ahavah mekalkeles
es hashurah.

Wishing everyone a gevaldig Yom Tov.
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