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PARSHAPREVIEW

BELOW IS AN ENGLISH ADAPTATION OF THIS WEEKS' PARSHA PREVIEW WHICH CAN BE HEARD LIVE EVERY WEDNESDAY AT 2:15 PM

Parshas Chukas

Parshas Chukas is the parshah of taharah,
the parshah of Parah Adumah. In this parshah
we have a chiddush in hilchos tumah. The
passuk says: 73 70X2 NIN? '3 OTX N1iRD NKT
0N NVaW xnw 70K2 wux 771 71x1 7K Xan.
Back in Sefer Vayikra — Parshas Shemini,
Tazria, Metzora — we already learned about
various types of tumos. There's tumas maga,
and there are also tumos that come upon a
person even without direct physical contact;
just carrying the item would be metamei, as
in the case of a neveilah. Then there’s tumas
mishkav u’'moshav of a zav or zavah, which
comes upon a person just from sitting on a
chair that a zav sat on.

Tumas ohel is different, however, because it
involves no physical contact whatsoever. Just
being in the same ohel, in the same house or
under the same covering as a meis, brings
tumabh.

Another chiddush in hilchos tumah is the
concept of tumah retzutzah. The halachah
is that the tumah of a meis that is tightly
contained by something — but not an ohel —i
bokei’a v'oleh ad harakia; it extends upward
to the sky. This gives rise to many shailos,
such as those related to planes flying over
a cemetery.

What can we take out of these halachos, which
seem incomprehensible? What can we learn
from the concept that just being in a house
where there is a meis, without any contact,
is metamei, or from the idea that a meis is
metamei all the way to the rakia, which is not
the case with any other tumah?

We'll suggest the following explanation.

The concept of tumas meis is an outcome of
cheit. Adam HaRishon was supposed remain
in Gan Eden, but because he sinned, he wasn’t
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zocheh to that, and was instead banished and
punished, eventually, with death.

As long as a person is alive, there is no
tumas meis. Death is the absence of life, the
punishment incurred by Adam HaRishon, and
tumah is the outcome of that punishment.
Where there could have been chiyus, where
there could have been light, where there
could have been tikkun — in its place there’s
a lifeless body. The person had potential to
grow, but now that potential is taken away.
That is tumah.

The Gemara (Sanhedrin 38b) tells us about
the stature of Adam HaRishon: nTin* 121 1nKX
1910 TU1 O71VUN 710N [TWXIN OTX 21 INX
7y OTX 007X X2 WX 010 N7 1NXIW NN
|:|1nLn nXp TUI |:|1nu1 NXpPN1 YIXD — Adam
HaRlshon extended from one end of the
earth to the other. The Gemara also gives
this description:]1wXIN OTX ATU7X 127 1NK
NN YPI7 TV YIXN 1N — Adam HaRishon was
so tall that he reached the rakia.

Clearly, Adam HaRishon wasn’'t a simple
person. He spanned from one edge of the
earth to the other. His feet were on the ground,
and his head reached the very heavens.

Adam HaRishon was capable of reaching
the rakia, but he lost that koach with misah.
Correspondingly, tumah retzutzah is bokei’a
v'oleh ad harakia. Adam HaRishon had a
presence that extended from one end of the
world to the other. And so too, his guf, which
remains, is metamei from one edge to the
other in the ohel hameis, the place of the meis.

This is the result of cheit. On one hand, we
see what could have been accomplished,
and, on the other hand, we see what cheit
has wrought.

DYWIP N NW HY NWIN YDAV - WITH V2



PARSHAPREVIEW

BELOW IS AN ENGLISH ADAPTATION OF THIS WEEKS' PARSHA PREVIEW WHICH CAN BE HEARD LIVE EVERY WEDNESDAY AT 2:15 PM

This is all in the negative. Now we'd like to
bring out the positive — zeh I'umas zeh.

The Gemara (Sotah 12) teaches that when
Moshe Rabbeinu was born, the house was
filled with light. He was called Tovia; ohr is
tov. The entire bayis was filled with light, even
though, again, there was no physical contact,
because the essence of Moshe Rabbeinu is
ohr, is tov.

Similarly, the metzius of Torah is ohr. Torah
is able to spread — and even if one may not
be touching the Torah, or in contact with the
one who’s learning, the hashpa’ah of Torah
is the hashpa’ah of gadlus ha’adam. It’s the
hashpa’ah of the ratzon haBorei, and that can
be felt even if you're not standing next to the
person learning.

There’s a powerful story that Rav Chaim
Kanievsky would say over about the Chazon
Ish. The Chazon Ish was once taking a walk,
and he suddenly stopped and said to the
person who was with him: “You should know,
in this place, there were people speaking in
learning.”

The Chazon Ish was able to sense the kedushah
of Torah and detect the impression that Torah
created, even though the people learning had
left some time ago.

This is zeh I'umas zeh.

Just as we understand the power of tumah
— of tumas ohel, of tumah retzutzah — we
have to use that same understanding to
contemplate the power of the light of Torah.
It's a reality.

Perhaps we can illustrate this concept with an
example related to current events. Everyone’s
very excited about the new technology against
missiles — a laser that can shoot them down.
It's nice. Maybe it’s good for sales, or for PR.

What is a laser? A laser is light — light that’s
condensed and focused, and very powerful.

That type of light is good for the umos ha’olam.

Our laser is the ohr of Torah. Our laser is the
Mir Yeshiva, where thousands of people are
learning together.

If the Chazon Ish could sense the ohr of Torah
from people who were once standing outside
and learning, then think about the power a
yeshiva has. How much ohr is generated
by people learning together? How much
protection does it give?

Maybe this is something we can all try to be
mechazek in — bringing ohr into our homes
by learning Torah at home. The bayis will be
completely filled with light. Learn Torah, and
the ohr of Torah will be the true protection
for Klal Yisrael in Eretz Yisrael.
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