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PARSHAPREVIEW

BELOW IS AN ENGLISH ADAPTATION OF THIS WEEKS' PARSHA PREVIEW WHICH CAN BE HEARD LIVE EVERY WEDNESDAY AT 2:15 PM

Seeing Beyond the Surface

Parshas Balak is a fascinating story that Klal
Yisrael didn’t even know about until it was written
in the Torah. Hakadosh Baruch Hu gave us this
peek behind the scenes, allowing us to see what
the nations were plotting against us and how
the Ribbono Shel Olam saves us — without us
even knowing that He's doing it.

But there’'s something else unique about Parshas
Balak.

The Ramban says that Hakadosh Baruch Hu
specifically wanted a non-Jew who was a navi
to give a berachah to Klal Yisrael. Why shouldn’t
the berachah have come from another Yid? Rav
Wolbe explains that when a non-dew — who is an
enemy and trying with all his heart to eradicate
Klal Yisrael — comes and gives a berachah to the
Jewish people, that shows that even the enemy
has to admit that Klal Yisrael’'s very essence is
berachah. And, says Rav Wolbe, he described
the essence of Klal Yisrael better than anyone
else described it.

One of the things Bilam said was: 19y nIn "N
O"W' Nin W33 NNRA 7X1W' Y21 DX 19001 1pyY?
1‘11n3 TMIINKX NN, Who can count the dust of
Yaakov, or tally the seed of Yisrael? May my
soul die the death of the upright, and may my
end be like his.

Rashi's interpretation of this passuk is fascinating.
He explains that the words 2jpy* 19y nJn 'n mean
that there's no limit to the number of mitzvos
Klal Yisrael performs with dust. What are they?
Not to plow a field with kilayim of an ox and a
donkey, for one. Another is the ashes — which
are like dirt — of the parah adumah, which bring
taharah. We also have the ashes of the sotah,
which restore harmony to the home.

Of the four yesodos the world is made of — ruach,
eish, mayim, and afar — the most physical, the
lowest, is dirt. Klal Yisrael takes the lowliest
element of this world and elevates it to the
highest places, using it for many mitzvos and
for attaining purity and restoring tranquility to
the home.
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The second part of the passuk — 21 nx 190N1
77X — means that Hakadosh Baruch Hu counts
the seed of Klal Yisrael to determine when the
tzaddik will be born. Something so seemingly
lowly and base is elevated, likewise, to the highest
heights, to the point that Hakadosh Baruch Hu
Himself waits for the tzaddik to emerge from
Klal Yisrael.

The third aspect isO"w' nin "W93 nnn . Bilam
said, “I wish to die the death of the rlghteous like
Avraham, Yitzchak, and Yaakov.” Death — a keenly
physical, corporeal experience — is something
that non-Jews see as the end; the body is buried
in the ground. But Bilam recognized that for
Klal Yisrael, death is not an end, but merely a
steppingstone to something greater. That's why
he expressed his desire to die like Klal Yisrael.

It turns out, says Rav Wolbe, that the three lowliest
things in the eyes of the nations — dirt, seed,
and death — are all elevated by Klal Yisrael. This
is the essence of Klal Yisrael: taking gashmiyus
and turning it into vessels for ruchniyus, raising
it to the highest levels a human being can reach.

Rav Wolbe notes that at the end of the parshah,
Bilam, in his last-ditch effort, gives a berachah
and describes himself as 1'"vn onw 1210, the
man with a blinded eye. '

Rashi says: Why was he blind in one eye? Because
when he said 7xW* v nX 190N, he questioned
how Hakadosh Baruch Hu, Who'is holy and Whose
servants are holy, could be looking at such things
and involved in something so base. Hakadosh
Baruch Hu said: “If that’'s how you see it, then
your eye will be blinded.”

What was the middah k'neged middah in Bilam’s
punishment? Rav Wolbe explains that someone
who is blind in one eye cannot perceive depth;
he sees only the superficial. Bilam couldn’t see
anything deeper than a non-Jew'’s perspective,
which is to view this realm of life as something
that cannot be elevated to holiness. Hakadosh
Baruch Hu said, “You're looking with one eye —
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so you’ll be blinded in one eye.”

Klal Yisrael, in contrast, possesses the unique
ability to see beyond the facade, to look past the
superficial aspects of dirt, seed, or death, and
elevate them to much greater heights.

What's the lesson for us? There are three points.

The first is that Klal Yisrael’'s mission is to take
the gashmiyus and elevate it to ruchniyus. Every
single action that a Yid does can be elevated,
and it's easy to do that. The Mishnah Berurah,
citing the Chayei Adam, notes that some people
declare, before they eat, that they're eating so they
should have koach to serve Hakadosh Baruch
Hu. Certainly, we enjoy the food we eat, but that
doesn't mean we can't add the thought that we're
really eating so we should be strong for avodas
Hashem.

And this applies to every action. With a bit of
thought, and by looking past the superficial,
a person can transform the actions that he's
doing anyway and channel them towards avodas
Hashem.

A second point that relates to looking with one
eye is connected to the concept of ayin hara.
Whenever Chazal discuss ayin hara, they refer
to it in the singular. In Pirkei Avos they list ayin
hara as one of the things that takes a person out
of this world. In Bava Basra, the Gemara says
that a person shouldn't stand in the field of his
friend when the grain is fully grown, because of
ayin hara. Why do Chazal use the singular term
ayin hara? Why not einayim?

R' Irving Bunim, in his peirush on Pirkei Avos,
gives a beautiful explanation, noting that when
a person looks with one eye, he doesn't see the
full picture. Generally, ayin hara is caused by
jealousy: A person sees what someone else has,
and he wants it also. That gives rise to ayin hara.

But when you're looking enviously at what
another person has, you're looking only with
one eye. If you would look with two eyes, you
would perceive the depth of the situation and
see a more balanced picture. You wouldn't just
see the facade of the five-million-dollar house
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your neighbor just built. You would see, perhaps,
that his mortgage is sending him into debt and
now he's in trouble.

A person becomes jealous only when he see
things at the surface level, and doesn’t recognize
everything else that his friend is grappling with.
He's looking with only one eye, and that's what
causes ayin hara.

We shouldn't be looking at what others have,
but if we do, we have to look with two eyes
and understand that it's a package. R' Yaakov
Galinsky noted that the mitzvah of lo sachmod,
in which we are commanded not to desire what
someone else possesses — his house, his wife,
his servant, his donkey — ends with the phrase
V17 CWK 731, conveying that you have to take
the entire package into account. If you want
one thing that your friend has, look at his entire
pekel — and no one wants anyone else's pekel.
When you look with one eye, you're going to see
things from a skewed perspective.

The third point relates to the Three Weeks, which
are starting next week.

When a person looks around, the world seems
to be running the way it should be, to a large
extent. And we live our lives, for the most part,
as if everything is just fine. But that also reflects
a one-eyed outlook. If we would look a little
deeper, with a bit of hisbonenus, we'd realize
that something major is missing. And that is the
Ribbono Shel Olam. We are waiting for Him to
reveal Himself — w1173 7y v 1Ika 1 TN2 V91Nl
XX 72N — so that the purpose of the world will
be achieved, when everyone will recognize Him
as the Melech Ha'olam. This is something that
is certainly lacking now, and that we have been
awaiting for close to two thousand years.

Especially during the Three Weeks, let’s take an
extra moment to notice that something is missing,
and add a bit of hisbonenus when saying the
berachah of 77"y O"7w1M71 or TIT NNX NX. If we
truly feel that o1'n 73 1317 I7nVIwW'7, then b'ezras
Hashem we'll be zocheh to see the geulah with
both of our eyes:0'nN12 117X7 721W2 13"V NI TNNI
. May it happen speedily.
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