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PARSHAPREVIEW

BELOW IS AN ENGLISH ADAPTATION OF THIS WEEKS' PARSHA PREVIEW WHICH CAN BE HEARD LIVE EVERY WEDNESDAY AT 2:15 PM

Kinah: the Good, the Bad, and the Ugly

Korach, we know, was the consummate baal
machlokes. There’s even an issur in the Torah to
perpetuate a machlokes as he did: njpa nn' X7
inTY3J1. But what was the middah that spurred him
to start this machlokes? One might think he had
a quarrelsome nature, and that is what led him to
challenge Moshe. Rashi, however, teaches us that the
root of his machlokes was something else entirely:
kinah.

Korach was jealous that Elitzafan ben Uziel was
appointed nasi, and his frustration upon being passed
over for this position led him to start his machlokes.

Kinah is among the worst of the bad middos, as
Chazal teach: OTXQ NX 'X'XIN TiAIN1 NIXANT NXIPN
O7ivn |n. The Mesillas Yesharim (ch. 4) makes an
interesting observation about this middah, which,
as far as | know, is not said regarding any other
middah: He says that this middah is to be found
only among those who lack daas: 7190 1WX — nXIPN
NYTN M0Na 1. It sounds as though the Mesﬂlas
Yesharim is saying that the middah of kinah stems
from a lack of daas.

Now, there are other bad middos, but they don't
seem to reflect lack of daas — taavah, for instance.
A person might be very intelligent, but being human,
he has desires. The same is true of the craving for
kavod — a person might yearn for honor even if
he is in full possession of daas. Why is only kinah
considered a lack of daas? In what way does it differ
from other bad middos?

There is another middah that sounds similar to
kinah, but it's actually very different. That's the
middah of chemdah. The Torah commands us not
to covet other people’s belongings: n'a Tnnn x7
731 1MnN1 NiW1 INDXI 1TV V) NWX TRNN X7 Y7
V17 WK Chemdah happens when you see that
someone else has something that you like — a nice
house, or a lot of money — and you want it also.

Kinah, in contrast, is when a person sees something
that someone else has, which he doesn’t have, and
besides wanting that item — similar to chemdah — he
also feels anger toward the person who has it. Not
only does he desire his neighbor’s house, but he’s
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also angry that his neighbor has it and he doesn't.

In the Torah, the word kinah is also used not just
in the context of jealousy, but also in the context
of anger, as in the phrase X3 '7p. The meforshim
explain that this means Hashem gets angry at the
goyim. Why is anger referred to as kinah? Because
kinah comes along with ka'as.

What is the reason for that anger? That's the lack
of daas associated with kinah. When a person sees
that someone else has something and he not only
wants it, but feels that it was taken away from him
and given to the other person, he gets angry: He has
my house — and because he has it, | don’t have it.

This attitude reflects a lack of daas, because how
does the fact that someone else has something
mean that it was taken away from you?

Later, when the Mesillas Yesharim discusses kinah
(ch. 11) and explains how to work on cleansing
yourself of this trait, he says that a person must
internalize Chazal’s statement that nnN2a Vi) 0TX "X

XN 1703 17'9K 11207 |21nW. Every person has ‘what
is meant for him, in exactly the right amount. What
you have is what you have and what someone else
has is what he has — that's the way it’s supposed
to be, and that’s the way it's going to be. What's his
has nothing to do with you.

If you internalize that, and realize that there’s no
reason why what someone else has should have
been yours, you won't have kinah. You might still
have chemdah: “Ah, | see it, and | like it.” And you
have to work on that too. But that’s not the lack of
daas of kinah, where you feel that the other person
took something away from you.

Kinah is what Korach fell victim to. He not only
wanted the nesius or the kehunah, in the manner
of chemdah; he felt that these privileges had been
taken away from him. This filled him with kinah, an
aspect of which is kaas, and that’s what prompted
him to foment an entire machlokes — to get what
was “rightfully his.” That's the lack of daas of the
middah of kinah.
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BELOW IS AN ENGLISH ADAPTATION OF THIS WEEKS' PARSHA PREVIEW WHICH CAN BE HEARD LIVE EVERY WEDNESDAY AT 2:15 PM

Flipsides of the Same Trait

The Orchos Tzaddikim discusses all the various
middos, presenting the negative aspects of a bad
middah and also, very often, the positive applications
of that same middah. After explaining how bad kinah
is, he adds that there'’s a good type of kinah too.

Good kinah is what we call being a kano'i. That's
someone who, upon witnessing a chillul Hashem
— when someone is flouting HaKadosh Baruch Hu’s
will, or defying the Torah — will get up and fight for
Hashem'’s honor.

The flipside of jealousy, then, is the righteous anger
that prompts you to fight someone else’s battle. For
instance, when Yehoshua saw others speaking words
of nevuah that seemed to undermine Moshe, he
stood up for Moshe’s honor, and Moshe responded,
7 NAX XIPND.

But what does standing up for someone else’s rights
have to do with jealousy?

According to what we've explained, the negative
manifestation of kinah is when someone sees
another person’s possession as rightfully his own,
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and therefore becomes consumed with envy and
anger. He's treating the other person’s possessions
as his own.

Likewise, a kana'i doesn’t just protest wrongdoing
— he actually feels that the chillul Hashem is an
offense to him personally. It wasn't just Hashem'’s
honor that was slighted — his honor was slighted.
When Yehoshua was mekaneh for Moshe Rabbeinu,
he wasn't just standing up for Moshe’s honor — he
felt personally offended. That'’s the positive side of
the middah of kinah.

The danger of kinah is that when a person gets
angry at someone else for having what he thinks
is rightfully his, he can easily come to machlokes.
But the constructive manifestation of kinah is the
feeling that HaKadosh Baruch Hu’s kavod is my
kavod, and if His kavod is slighted, my kavod was
slighted, and I'm going to react.

Gut Shabbos.
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