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On the Verge of Return

This Shabbos we’re starting Sefer Devarim. The
Ramban (introduction to Devarim) explains that
this Chumash — Mishneh Torah, in which Hashem
reviews the mitzvos — is the sefer of Klal Yisrael’s
preparing to enter Eretz Yisrael. It also contains
words of tochachah, informing us of what we have to
do to be able to live up to the level of Eretz Yisrael.
The sefarim hakedoshim add to the Ramban that
this message of Sefer Devarim is very relevant to
us, the generation of ikvesa d’Meshicha, because
we're also on the verge of entering Eretz Yisrael,
and Sefer Devarim teaches us what we have to do
to be zocheh to it.

The Ramban notes that the first passuk in Devarim
lists a series of places: |IX97'2 710 71N N211Y2 127N
271 'T1 NIXN1 1271 797721, Rashi, quoting Chazal,
explams that these places allude to the various sins
Klal Yisrael committed in the Midbar: their complaint
(tofel) about the mann, the machlokes of Korach,
the eigel, the meraglim, and so on.

Why, asks the Ramban, does Sefer Devarim open
with this? Because the Torah wants to impart a
powerful lesson, one that is very relevant to us.

You would think that after Klal Yisrael had done
so many chata’im, they would be lost. How could
they ever enter Eretz Yisrael? Yet we see Hashem'’s
chessed: Despite all these missteps, they merited
to enter Eretz Yisrael. And this is a crucial message
for us in our galus. We're not perfect. We fall, at
times. But we have to know that Hashem’s chessed
is huge. He is leading us on a journey. He wants
us to enter Eretz Yisrael, to be zocheh to yemos
haMoshiach and to the olam shekulo tov. And He's
helping us constantly to reach that destination.

Even if we're not perfect, we're much closer than we
think we are. With chasdei Hashem, we’re going to
be zocheh to the geulah b’karov. We might feel that
this is such a long galus, with so many nisyonos
and so many chata’im. But we can’t give up!

The Yidden in the Midbar weren't perfect, either.
They also made mistakes. Yet Hashem made sure
that they would reach Eretz Yisrael, because of
His love for every Yid. He wants everyone to reach
Eretz Yisrael.

0727 NVI9 | 4

Now, what is the nisayon facing us, the tikkun
that we need to make? The Gemara (Taanis 29a)
teaches that when the meraglim returned with a
negative report about Eretz Yisrael, describing the
giants who lived there and declaring that the land
would be impossible to capture, the people started
to cry. “What will be with our children? How can
we go? Our children are going to die!” That crying
was a tremendous kitrug on Kilal Yisrael, and it
spurred Hashem to decree that they would cry for
generations on the night of Tishah B’Av.

The simple meaning of the Gemara is that this
punishment was middah k’'neged middah: They
cried for nothing, so Hashem gave them a reason
to cry.

But we can offer a deeper explanation. This bechiyah
I'doros is not just a punishment; it’s a tikkun for
Klal Yisrael. Why did they cry? The passuk says it
was because they felt that Hashem hated them:
O0"1XN YIXND 1IKXIN 1INX N KA.

We might feel the same way sometimes. Parnassah
is difficult. People suffer from illness. They don't
have nachas from their children. Everyone has their
nisyonos and yissurim.

Things are difficult in ruchniyus as well. We wish
we could shteig more; we're not learning as much
as we would like to. We fall in so many nisyonos.
There is so much we don’t understand, and we feel,
at times, as though Hashem hates us.

The crying in the Midbar reflected Klal Yisrael’s
feeling that Hashem was doing something terrible to
them, bringing them to Eretz Yisrael to be destroyed.
The mefarshim explain that they thought this was
a punishment for their chata’im.

This way of thinking could sound like a frum
cheshbon: “I'm not a tzaddik, so yissurim are
coming upon me.” But underlying this attitude is
the feeling that Hashem is out to get you. What is
the tikkun for that? The tikkun is to cry out, “We
need you, Hashem!” As the navi expresses in last

week’s haftarah, n nx 7721V 101 V7.
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Why are we chasing after hevel? Why are we running
after things that don’t help? Let’s go after Hashem!
Everything that He does is for the good! Everything
that happens is really a manifestation of Hashem'’s
deep love for us, even though we don't understand it.

This is the nisayon of the last galus.

The Ramchal writes, in Daas Tevunos, that we're going
to see rasha vetov lo — wicked people succeeding,
amassing wealth, receiving great honor — while the
true tzaddikim and talmidei chachamim suffer and
are not accorded respect. Hashem wants to see if,
despite the difficulties that come upon those who
try to be tzaddikim, we will hold on and do teshuvah
for this aspect of the chet hameraglim. Can we still
hold strong and say, “Hashem, we know You’'re the
One Who's good — You're the One we need?”

The bechiyah I'doros is a manifestation of aveilus.
The Maharal explains an avel grieves because he
misses a loved one; his mourning demonstrates his
connection to his close relative.

The closer the relationship, the more intense the
aveilus is. Sometimes, you go to be menachem
avel, and you barely see any aveilus. That shows
that the mourners weren’t close to the person who
passed on. And sometimes you go to do nichum
aveilim and you see that the mourner is completely
broken, ois mentsch. You can see that he really
misses the niftar.

Chazal instituted aveilus for us in the Three Weeks
and the Nine Days, culminating with Tishah B’Av.
What are we mourning? It’s not the physical
Beis HaMikdash, but what the Beis HaMikdash
represented. The Beis HaMikdash was the house
where we were together with Hashem, the place of
closeness to the Shechinah, where the keruvim were
NTa nT O0"Myn. As it says in Shir HaShirim, it was the
cheder hamittos, the site of the kesher between
us and Hakadosh Baruch Hu in the deepest way
possible in this world.

The separation we are experiencing now, in contrast,
is N NX 72TV N1 V7. And it's all because the Yidden
didn't appreciate that relationship; in fact, they cried
about it. The yetzer hara made them feel that having
that relationship with Hashem is too hard.

The yetzer hara tells us the same thing: It's not you.
You're just not there. You're not a masmid, you're
not a tzaddik, you don’t guard your mouth, you don’t
control your eyes.
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That's why many people go through this period
feeling no aveilus — because they’re not missing
that kirvas Hashem. But Hashem gave us the Three
Weeks, the Nine Days, and then Tishah B’Av to really
reflect and look at the tzaros that Klal Yisrael has
endured throughout the galus, to this day. Just
recently, so many people were killed on Simchas
Torah and afterwards.

There are so many almanos, so many yesomim,
so many cholim. Hakadosh Baruch Hu wishes to
constantly remind us, n N¥X 721V 101 V1. We must
build that connection back, by feeling that aveilus,
and realizing that we need Hashem, we need the
tekufah of yemos haMoshiach, when Hashem will
wipe the tears off every face. Then there will be
not one almanah, not one yasom, not one person
crying for a sick person, for a dead person. Pure
bliss — that’s yemos haMoshiach. Indeed, the Baal
HaTurim says that “Moshiach” has the same letters
as “yismach.” The time of Moshiach is a time of
simchah, of 7'n 7& 7'nn 13'77. That's what a kesher
to Hakadosh Baruch Hu is.

This is a time to be misbonen, to make a profound
tikkun for the chet of crying about the relationship
with Hashem, to recognize that our goal and she’ifah
is to have a relationship with Him.

What the way to build a relationship? Sefer Devarim
— Mishneh Torah — encompasses Torah, mitzvo,
tochachah, middos tovos. Through our chizukim in
limud haTorah, tefillah, and middos tovos, we come
closer to Hashem — even if we're not tzaddikim.

Klal Yisrael, as they were about to enter Eretz Yisrael,
weren't perfect tzaddikim either. They did chata’im.
But they had a she’ifah and a plan. They wanted
to go. And that she’ifah, along with the actions
that accompany it, being shomer Torah u’'mitzvos,
brings us a step closer, every person on his level.

Hashem should help that all the chizukim that we
are doing together should be I'ratzon before Him,
to bring us back to Him b’karov, and we should
be zocheh to enjoy only simchos and berachos,
along with all the yeshuos. Let’s yearn together
that He should bring us back to Him and build the
Beis HaMikdash. May every Yid be there, filled with
simchah, b’karov.
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