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“Chosen” — But Why?

At the end of the parashah, Moshe cautions Klal Yisrael
not to stray after avodah zarah, and he gives the following
reason: N7 'P7X N N2 2 P7X 'N7 NAX WiTP OV '3
NNTXN 9 7y WX O0'AYN 730 N710 OV7 7. You are an
am kadosh, the am hanivchar, the am segulah.

We open all of the shalosh regalim with this idea, which
we then reiterate in all the tefillos of the Yom Tov: nnx
O'nyn 73n 130102, It's an amazing maalah that Hakadosh
Baruch Hu chose Klal Yisrael from among all the nations.

The Torah goes on to explain why it is that Hakadosh
Baruch Hu chose us from among all the nations:

ovnn OnNx '3 0J2 anat EDJ n jUI'l o'nun I737] EIJ]JT] X7
']UN ']UJUW nK IWT.IUT]] aO3nx n DJWKD J .O0'yn '737]
0772y N"20 77971 NPIN T1A 0INK N KXIN 0"NANT VaW).

It's not because you are numerous; you are actually the
smallest of the nations. Rather, Hashem chose you as
His nation for two reasons: 0JNX 'n N2nxn — Hashem
loved you, and secondly, vaw) TWX nyawn NX Nnwni
O0J'N2aKX7, because He kept the promise that He made
to your forefathers.

The first reason is hard to understand. Hakadosh Baruch
Hu could have chosen any kallah that He wanted, but He
chose Klal Yisrael out of all the nations. Why? Because
He loved you. But that's exactly what we'’re trying to
understand — why did Hashem love you? What was it
about you that made you more fit for Hakadosh Baruch
Hu’'s love than any other nation? Instead of answering
the question, the passuk just raises the question but
doesn't give a proper answer.

The Ramban addresses this difficulty with a powerful
insight that touches on the essence of being a Yid. This
is a very fundamental Ramban; | don't know why it is not
well-known.

What makes us Yidden? What makes us the chosen
nation?

The Ramban says the following:

N1'NAN 3,17 N'7N31 07110 ONX I'NNW O'NVN 7JN .032 1N
OJNX ‘N NANKN 1J,0U00 1NK1.0NKA [N N1Ma01Pn 732

1INNRY NWIA | 3

NANX'7 0N 197 2NKNN7 OMXY OJNX NXIW ,0J21 702
7N21JN 'J,N1'NAN [N OV0 AT 1'JTA K71 .0'1Yn 730 Nn
7KW, 1NN 1"7Y XN 732 1201XK NX 71207 VTN 2NIXY7
0w nW7w (2 NJ NX) NNXW 113 ,0V 730 737 0K
217X IX KTINTIK ,N1I1'0IA 17 17NV I ,NINIKA 7KW1 O0.

The phrase 0J21027, the Ramban points out, means that
Hashem made a choice. He could have chosen other
nations, but He chose Klal Yisrael. Why? The passuk
says: OJNX N N2nXN. But what does that mean? Why did
He love you more than all other nations? The Rambam
explains that Hakadosh Baruch Hu saw that you were
more fitting for love than any other nation. Why? The
Ramban now defines what makes someone the best
choice for a love relationship: someone who knows
how to tolerate everything that will come upon him as
aresult of this relationship. And, the Ramban adds, Klal
Yisrael are more suited in this regard than any other
nation, because they are azim — the most stubborn
and tenacious of all peoples — and they will withstand
all nisyonos, staying true and loyal to their faith even
on pain of death.

Let’s try to understand what the Ramban is conveying.

There are two types of relationships — a business
relationship and a love relationship.

A person seeking a business relationship is looking for
talent, for ability. He's not looking for a bond of love — he's
looking for what the other person can bring to the table.

But then there’s a love relationship — a kesher shel
ahavah — which is what Hakadosh Baruch Hu is looking
for in His am hanivchar.

What is the most important characteristic in a love
relationship? It's not talent. That's why the passuk, when
describing Klal Yisrael's uniqueness, doesn’t specify
any talent or ability. The point is not that Klal Yisrael
is outstanding in their performance of mitzvos, or that
they possess more impressive attributes. Rather, there’s
a different characteristic of Klal Yisrael that prompted
Hakadosh Baruch Hu to consider them the most suitable
and worthy partner for a love relationship: the capacity
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to endure, to remain loyal, to care about your partner — no
matter what happens.

This commitment to the relationship is what makes
an ohev the best partner in a kesher shel ahavah. And,
apparently, if Hakadosh Baruch Hu is going to embark
on a relationship with an am, making that nation His am
hanivchar, it's going to demand a certain sacrifice. The
nation that will be Hakadosh Baruch Hu'’s partner is going
to have to tolerate, kivyachol, a lot of baggage, for this
relationship will come along with heavy burdens.

After all, the nation that is going to be the am hanivchar
is going to have to keep the Torah and mitzvos. They are
going to have to devote their lives to ruchniyus, while the
rest of the nations will be chasing physical and materialistic
pursuits. They're going to be the underdogs, the ones who
are constantly persecuted and hated. The very fact that
Hakadosh Baruch Hu chose this nation will cause everyone
else to be jealous and hate them. Indeed, Chazal say that
the name “Har Sinai” implies that from that mountain,
sinah descended upon Klal Yisrael from the nations of
the world.

The endless hatred of Eisav to Yaakov is partly due to our
status as the am hanivchar. Hakadosh Baruch Hu knew
that the nation He would choose as His partner would
suffer tremendous yissurim, undergo severe oppression,
and be threatened with annihilation for their effort to
hold onto this relationship with Him. He was therefore
looking for the nation that has it in their DNA to be loyal
and withstand all nisyonos.

The Ramban is explaining that one of the most essential
features of a Yid is that he is worthy of being in a
relationship of love with Hashem.

What makes us His ohavim? More than dancing on
Simchas Torah, more than bringing Him joy when we
celebrate a chag, it's our ability to bear and tolerate all
the persecution, tzaros, and exiles that Klal Yisrael has
endured.

This is true on both the collective and individual levels.
Not only is Klal Yisrael oppressed as a nation, but even
as individuals, Yidden face far more nisyonos; apparently,
this is part of being the am hanivchar. Look around —
you'll see the tzaros.
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The Chovos Halevavos explains that Hashem gives us
a chance to prove how strong we are in our emunah
and bitachon, testing us to see whether we’'ll endure
and realize proudly that this is what makes us a partner
of Hakadosh Baruch Hu. This is what we invest in our
relationship of ahavah with Him, and this is the main
thing that makes us Yidden — the am hanivchar.

This is a new perspective on tzaros, whether those
of the community or the individual. They reflect Klal
Yisrael's amazing power of endurance, from generation
to generation.

Perhaps we can use this idea to better understand the
Gemara (Yevamos 47) that discusses the process of
how a person becomes a ger. The Gemara says that
when a non-Jew comes to convert, before teaching him
anything about Judaism, we ask him: Why do you want
to convert? Don't you know that Klal Yisrael nowadays
are downtrodden, oppressed, beaten, and suffering?

If he says: Yes, | know this is the state of Klal Yisrael, and
I’'m not even worthy of joining them — then we accept him
immediately, and start teaching him about the mitzvos.

But the first requirement is to tell him what Klal Yisrael
is. Why is that? The simple reason, perhaps, is that
we're trying to test if his intentions are worthy, or if he
has ulterior motives. But we wouldn’t tell an untruth in
order to do that. It must be that we're telling him what
Klal Yisrael is.

Before we talk about mitzvos — which are comparable
to talents and abilities that one partner in a relationship
brings to the table — we tell the would-be convert: You're
comingto be ager —aYid —and you're about to enter a
relationship with Hakadosh Baruch Hu and forge a bris
with Him. You want to know what it means to make that
bris? It means Klal Yisrael is ne’eman. We are faithful to
Hashem, bearing the tzaros, withstanding the nisyonos.

This ability has forever been part of our relationship with
Hakadosh Baruch Hu. So when someone is coming to
convert, he needs to know that this is the DNA of a Yid.

When we proudly remain loyal to Hashem, standing as
His chosen people no matter what happens, we are
investing in our true kesher with Him, and that brings
us greater returns than any tranquility that other nations
may enjoy. They might be better off in this world — in the
prozdor — but we know that we will receive boundless
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reward in the traklin. And that's what gives us koach. This
is the stuff of being a Yid.

We're coming to Shabbos Nachamu, which, this year, falls
on Tu B’Av. The seudah and nechamah that we have on
Shabbos Nachamu is actually very hard to understand.
If we're still in this bitter galus, what is the nechamah?

Yirmiyahu Hanavi says:

7V N32n 707 0"VNN 'J2 NI VRWI AN12 7ip 'n NX N3
11X '3 0127V ONINT NIXD 012

Rochel Imeinu continues to cry over the plight of Klal
Yisrael, because they’re not where they’re supposed to
be:133'% '3 —in galus, we're so far from where we belong.
And Rochel refuses to be consoled.

Yet Hashem has a way to comfort someone who is refusing
to be consoled:

AN7Y97JW W13 AYNTA 112N 71P WIN A NK AT
0'J212W1'D OX] JNMNKT7 21PN WA YIXD 1AWT'D 0K)
0'71117.

The nechamah is: IN"INX7 NIpA W ... AN7Y97 JW W,
which, the mefarshim say, means that there is hope for
the acharis hayamim. Very nice — but how does that
console Rochel now, during the galus?

The answer is that what we're doing now is building the
future.

The Radak explains the words n7y97 1JWw W as follows:

X'71 '"NW NX 1NJW X'71 OJW NNJ N1710 1720W 72 17997
M2 7V 112V,

Klal Yisrael perpetuated Rochel’s legacy. Her noble act
of revealing the secret codes to Leah, to spare her from
embarrassment, reflected many facets of greatness, but
one of the core qualities it exemplified was the middah
of savlanus: tolerating something that's not going your

JINNRI NWIA | 5

way, that distances you from where you think you’re
supposed to be. This feature is something that Klal
Yisrael has inherited, throughout the generations: the
ability to stand steadfast, with stamina and resilience, and
maintain our kesher ahavah with Hakadosh Baruch Hu.

In this vein, the Vilna Gaon explains the pesukim in Shir
Hashirim that state: 7130 1'y2 0'2100 O"NWD "IKXND
Ni12 0INX "AYALN .NINND NW "ZYN T T NK XKW 111UXY
X NADX NZINW 171790 NN TITNXKIKXNDA OK I:I'ZL{}T‘Q.

What is Klal Yisrael expressing here?

That we have been hit and wounded, but the message we
are giving the malachim to convey to Hakadosh Baruch
Hu is: Of all the pain we have experienced, tell Him only
that I am sick with love for Him, for that separation from
Him is the hardest for me of all.

With everything we have endured — the Holocaust, the
Simchas Torah massacre, the hostages, the yissurim
of Klal Yisrael and the personal tzaros — what we tell
Hakadosh Baruch Hu is, X nanx n7inw. We know this
is all part of our relationship, and what pains us more
than anything is our separation from You, because we
are a people with a kesher ahavah with You. The purpose
of the yissurim is to strengthen our relationship; in truth,
as the Ramban says, it is what defines our relationship.

Anyone who sat and truly mourned on Tishah b’Av
understood that Klal Yisrael has experienced more galus
and suffering than any other nation — and this is what
makes us Yidden. When we understand that this is the
meaning of being the am hanivchar, and that this is
what gives us hope for the future and reward down the
line, we are consoled. For despite all the suffering, it's
a zechus to be a Yid.

Our ne’'emanus is what builds our bond of love with
Hakadosh Baruch Hu, and makes us worthy of 12
071217 O0"2.

Gut Shabbos.
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