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Below is an English adaptation of this weeks' Parsha Preview which can be heard live every Wednesday at 2:15 PM

Rejoicing in Hashem's Providence

Harav Hagaon Binyomin Cohen shlita

This parshah contains the passage beginning “Shema Yisrael,”
which includes the mitzvah of mezuzah: 302 NiNTH 7y DN
VYl This mitzvah applies to a person who owns a house,
not to someone who merely borrowed one or is otherwise
living in a place that’s not his. R’ Akiva Eiger (Teshuvos,
siman 9) says a chiddush din: If a person buys a house that
already has a mezuzah on the door, he still makes a berachah,
because for this owner it is a new mitzvah. (Practically, we
don’t pasken the halachah according to this view.)

The Mishmeres Chaim poses a question regarding R” Akiva
Eiger’s ruling: Why is mezuzah different from the mitzvah of
maakeh? If a person buys a house that already has a fenced-
in roof, he doesn’t make a berachah!

The answeris that there’s a fundamental difference between
the mitzvah of mezuzah and the mitzvah of maakeh. The
mitzvah of maakeh requires that a person not have a
dangerous roof on his property, so if you buy a house that
already has a fenced-in roof, there’s no obligation to put up
a fence, just as a person who buys a house without a roof
would not be obligated to do this mitzvah. The mitzvah of
mezuzah, in contrast, is an ongoing obligation. Therefore,
even if there is already a mezuzah on the door, the new
owner is still obligated to put up his own mezuzah.

The Rambam (Hilchos Mezuzah 7:13) explains the mitzvah
of mezuzah in more detail:

DD DT 721, TN 70N NAIN XMW OD ATITNA INTN7 OTN N AN
1NIYND NYTINANN DTN WITPN 7W 10Y DWN TIND V10! XX
D71V 'N71V71 D71Y7 TRV QT 'NY YT, NTN 7202 PRI
LMY 1D1TA 71N NYT7 ATIN NN T1 07190 11X NV X7X
DIXIXT IVINTALWNKID 710N 17 W 1D 70 DIIWNRIN D'DON 1NDX
D2 PDTH 17 Wng NONYXT7Y XN FTNIN INNOQ ATITNIITAA]
22D N NN NN ANXIY XIDN7D ININP7'X0DY DDX70N 0N |l
DX7N1 N7,

The mitzvah of mezuzah is a constant mitzvah, says the
Rambam, and every time you enter and exit, the mezuzah
enables you to come in contact with the words “Shema
Yisrael,” which reflect yichud Hashem, and you are also
reminded of your love for Hashem, as the mezuzah also
contains the words 7'/7X 'n NX N10NI. And then, continues
the Rambam, you awaken from your slumber and your
preoccupation with fleeting trivialities, and realize that the
only thing that lasts forever is knowledge of Hashem and
closeness to Him. This brings a person back to his senses,
and sets him on the straight path, as Chazal teach that one
who wears tefillin and tzitzis and has a mezuzah on his door
is assured that he will not sin, since he has many reminders,
in the form of malachim who save him from sin, as the passuk
says I'N1'7 22D ‘N X7 NN,

ANNXINYI0 |4

A person might think, “If only | had a personal, constant
reminder that would help me stay focused throughout the
day.” The good news is that yes, you do have such a reminder!
Hashem gives us malachei rachamim, in the form of the
mitzvah of mezuzah, to wake us up and help us stay focused.
We should be zocheh to understand and appreciate this
amazing mitzvah of mezuzah.

A Sheep Among Seventy Wolves

This Shabbos is Shabbos Nachamu, and the Maharil writes
that this Shabbos a person should be joyful and trust in the
coming of Moshiach: 7N1an NX' NNNA7 INLAN QYN 7D INDY!L
R’ Yerucham Olshin quotes R’ Shach’s explanation of the
following passuk in Parshas Ki Sisa: N2 N7 21X NN 10N
D10 7221 YIND 722NN K7 WX NKT7O1 NWYN DY 72 T1). To
which miracles was Hashem referring when He declared that
He would perform unprecedented niflaos for Klal Yisrael?
R'Shach explained that this refers to Klal Yisrael’s enduring
existence after so many years of galus. Chazal compare usto a
sheep among seventy wolves, far outnumbered by aggressive
predators whose nature is to devour it. So too, the nature
of the nations — all the nations — is to destroy Klal Yisrael,
as Chazal say that the halachah is that Eisav hates Yaakov.
Similarly, Chazal teach that the name “Sinai” implies that
sinah came down to the world, meaning that the nations
hate Klal Yisrael because we received the Torah.

Yet Hakadosh Baruch Hu prevents those wolves from
devouring Klal Yisrael, and that is by far the greatest miracle
of all. Indeed, R’ Yaakov Emden observes that even greater
than the nissim of Yetzias Mitzrayim is the miracle that Klal
Yisrael is still around, and also that our Torah Shebichsav is
not missing even one os or nekudah. This is a manifestation
of the special hashgachah pratis that Hakadosh Baruch Hu
exhibits on behalf of Klal Yisrael.

Perhaps this explains why it is specifically on this Shabbos that
we are supposed to be joyful in our bitachon that Moshiach
will come, as Shabbos itself is a sign and a bond between
us and Hakadosh Baruch Hu that we are the am segulah.
The very fact that we’re still around to keep Shabbos and
perpetuate this os, even as we’re surrounded by seventy
wolves, is reason to rejoice, as we strengthen our emunah
in the geulah sheleimah.

Klal Yisrael is currently in a situation where we see clearly
that DTN 117'XD NN P2 WITPDNINI727 427y DTNV, In the
zechus of our chizuk in emunah and bitachon, may we all
see the geulah speedily.

Gut Shabbos.
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