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PARSHAPREVIEW

BELOW IS AN ENGLISH ADAPTATION OF THIS WEEKS' PARSHA PREVIEW WHICH CAN BE HEARD LIVE EVERY WEDNESDAY AT 2:15 PM

The Timeless Message of the Masa’os

Parshas Masei begins: 1WX 7X1W* 12 'Y0N n7X
O0"1XN YIXN 1XXY, and the Torah goes on to list
the 42 masa’os of Klal Yisrael on their way to
Eretz Yisrael.

The Malbim asks: Considering that their
destination was Eretz Yisrael, the Torah should
have said: YIX7 1U0J] 1UKX 7KXW ]2 "YON n7X
7xWw'. Why does the Torah speC|fy the place
they came from, instead of their destination?

The Malbim explains that this is because the
purpose of the 42 masa’os was to purify Bnei
Yisrael from the tumah of Mitzrayim, as the Torah
states at the end of Parshas Ki Savo: 'n 1n3 X'71
Oi'0 TV YNW7 01X NiK17 03'W1 NVT7 17 037
1UTRA VN7 12TRA NJW O'WAIK OINK 1'7n<1 nin)

J‘T?N nIX 3. The purpose of Klal Yisrael’s
journey through the midbar was for them to reach
a clear recognition that 0J'p7x 'n "IX.

The Malbim gives a mashal of a man who lived
in a very hot climate, and his doctor wanted him
to move to a very cold climate. The doctor had
to ensure, however, that the man wouldn’t go
directly from the very hot location to a very cold
one, as that could be terribly dangerous for him.
Rather, he advised him to make small moves,
relocating first a slightly cooler climate, and so
on. Similarly, when Klal Yisrael needed to remove
Mitzrayim from themselves, they required 42
masa’os, small steps, to fully purify themselves.

Klal Yisrael could have reached Eretz Yisrael in
11 days, the Malbim notes. But in order to leave
Mitzrayim, they needed 42 masa’os. That's why
the Torah says: IXX' TWKX 7XW* ]2 "YON N7X
0'1XAN, and not 7X1W YIX7 1U0J TWK.
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Let's try to understand this idea, that Bnei Yisrael
needed a taharah from the tumah of Mitzrayim.
Didn’t they already leave the 49 shaarei tumah
during the initial 49 days after they left Mitzrayim?

R' Yerucham Olshin explains that one
manifestation of the tumah of Mitzrayim was
avodah zarah and kefirah.

After Klal Yisrael left Mitzrayim and experienced
Krias Yam Suf, they attained a high madreigah:
iTay NnWna1 'na 13'nX"1. Subsequently, however,
they committed the cheit hameraglim, whose
foundation was a lack of emunah and bitachon
in Hakadosh Baruch Hu; they said that Hashem
wouldn’t be able to conquer the nations living in
Eretz Yisrael. As a result, they cried for nothing
— a bechiyah shel chinam, which is the reason
for all the churbanos until today.

And with this cheit hameraglim, they lost their
madreigah and regressed into the tumah of
Mitzrayim.

How did the 42 masa’os cleanse Klal Yisrael
and bring them to a proper level of emunah and
bitachon? The passuk, in Parshas Eikev, gives this
description of the midbar: wnj x11301 71720 12TNA
21V1 7W. It was a place that could not sustain
life. The Rambam says, in Moreh Nevuchim,
that al pi teva, a person couldn’t survive there
for even one day; it was certainly impossible for
millions of Yidden to live there.

The Torah wants to strengthen emunah in our
hearts, says the Rambam, by showing us that
we lived through 42 masa’os purely through
a neis that Hashem did for us. And therefore,
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it's very understandable that the emunah and
bitachon that Klal Yisrael developed throughout
their journey purified them from the tumah of
Mitzrayim, which was avodah zarah and kefirah.
They saw how Hakadosh Baruch Hu cared for
them, and recognized that He is the Kol Yachol.

In the haftarah of Parshas Mattos, after Yirmiyahu
delivers the nevuah to Klal Yisrael about the
puraniyus of the churban, he goes on to say that
Hashem won't leave you. Why? Because He will
remember how you trusted Him and followed Him
into a desolate wilderness: 1'11v] TON 717 "N1J1
NYIT K7 YIX2 12TAL "INK JAJ7 'N7173 NIDKX.

The Sefer Tzror Hamor adds that the Torah
recorded the 42 masa’os not only to highlight
the chessed of Hashem in the midbar, but also
to teach Klal Yisrael to strengthen our faith in
the future geulah. Even though we are now in
galus, enduring all kinds of tzaros, Hashem will
take us out — and we must know that despite
our travels from place to place, expelled as we
have been from one country after another, it was
all al pi Hashem.

Hashem will give us, and has given us, all that
we need, just as He provided for our ancestors
when they left Mitzrayim. R' Yaakov Emden says
that the nes of Klal Yisrael’s survival in galus is
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even greater than the nes of Yetzias Mitzrayim.
Klal Yisrael is one sheep among 70 wolves — not
one wolf among 70 wolves, but one sheep —
destined to be torn up, but still Hashem saves us.

The story is told that one morning during
Shacharis, Rav Chaim Volozhiner burst into tears,
and a few minutes later, he burst into tears again.
His talmidim sent Rav Dovid Tevel, the Nachlas
Dovid, to find out why the rosh yeshiva had cried,
and Rav Chaim said, “There will come a time that
all the yeshivos will be forced to leave Europe
and go to America. America will be the tenth
and final stop of the Torah.” Then he added, “The
second time | cried was for the great difficulty
that establishing Torah in America will entail.”

Rabbosai, we're holding at the end of the tenth
galus haTorah. We're about to make a big move to
Eretz Yisrael. It’s not a coincidence that there’s a
huge hisorerus from bnei chutz |a’aretz to support
Torah in Eretz Yisrael. Klal Yisrael are sending
their lift ahead, with their packages, bolstered
by the chizuk in emunah and bitachon that we
learn from the 42 masa’os, which we read about
during Bein HaMetzarim. The message is that
Hakadosh Baruch Hu watches over us and is
the only One who can and will help us, and will
bring us all back to Eretz Yisrael.

We should be zocheh to see Hashem be boneh
Yerushalayim and be machzir Shechinaso I'Tzion.

Gut Shabbos.
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