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Baltimore, MD -7:33
Brooklyn, NY -7:25
Chicago, IL-7:19 Monsey, NY -7:26
Houston, Texas - 7:36 Montreal, Quebec -7:31
Johannesburg, S. Africa -5:33 Passaic, NJ-7:26
Lakewood/Deal, NJ -7:25 Toronto, Ontario -7:51
London, UK -7:53 Yerushalayim - 6:39

Los Angeles, CA -7:13 Zurich, Switzerland - 8:06

Minneapolis, MN - 7:49
Miami, FL - 7:31
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PARSHAPREVIEW

BELOW IS AN ENGLISH ADAPTATION OF THIS WEEKS' PARSHA PREVIEW WHICH CAN BE HEARD LIVE EVERY WEDNESDAY AT 2:15 PM

Choose Life

We are now in the middle of a process. Sefer
Devarim started with Parshas Devarim, which is
the beginning of a mussar shmuess from Moshe
Rabbeinu. The week of Parshas Devarim was also,
not by coincidence, Shabbos Chazon. Thus began
a process of Mishneh Torah that will take us all the
way to Vezos Haberachah on Simchas Torah. The
haftaros read through Sefer Devarim encompass
three of puranus, seven of nechamah, and two of
teshuvah.

The three of puranus are 'n 12T1YNW 1NN 11217,
and 1n'yw* 11th — which represent dibur, shemiyah,
and re’iyah. This sequence is paralleled in the
nechamah process, as Parshas Va’eschanan is
dibur, Parshas Eikev — 11ynwn 1y — is shemiyah,
and Re’eh is re'iyah.

The shivah d’'nechemta began with 'ny 1nnj 10Ny,
which, interestingly, is also the shirah of the retzifi
bird, as recorded in Perek Shirah. Each of the various
animals and other parts of creation says shirah
with a particular passuk, and this passuk is the
shirah of this bird.

The mefarshim offer differing opinions as to what
the retzifi bird is. Some say it's a penguin. Maybe
the message is, not that it’s black and white, but
that these birds live in a very cold atmosphere,
so they stay together, b’achdus, and that's what
keeps them warm. The basis of the nechamah
of '"ny 1nNJ11nNJ is, likewise, achdus. There's an
alternative explanation that the retzifi is a phoenix
bird, which Chazal called the 7inn 71u. Rashi, in
Sanhedrin (Perek Chelek) explains that this bird
lives forever; it endures in the zechus of what it
did in the teivah. In any event, the way it works
is that from its ashes, it gets recreated. That re-
creation reflects the process of nechamah, so it
is understandable that the retzifi is the creature
that says, "ny 1nnJj innJ.
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We've discussed before that the Maharsha
(Bechoros 8) notes that there are 21 days of Bein
HaMetzarim, which parallel the 21 days in Tishrei
from Rosh Hashanah until Shemini Atzeres. The
days from Shivah Asar B'Tammuz through Tishah
B’Av mirror those days, because it doesn’'t make
a difference whether we are going through black
days or white days — days of darkness or of light;
either way, we are meant to use the days to attain
kirvas Hashem. On Tishah B’Av, we lein the passuk
1T270 TV 'K 077X K10 "N I NUT7 DK NAK, and
we begin the hakafos on Simchas Torah with the
very same passuk.

It is no coincidence that Bein Hazmanim is also 21
days. This period is also a time when a person can
experience growth — specifically when he is notin
his regular framework, he has the opportunity to
show his true colors. These days are not black and
not white; they’re a different set of 21 days that
present another way for a person to be working
on his kirvas Hashem.

But it’s all part of the same lengthy process. In truth,
this process begins already in Tammuz, which, the
sefarim tell us, stands for xa1 WnwWNN NATWN AT
Av, likewise, is roshei teivos X2 '717&. When Parshas
Re’eh comes, the message is van 717x nx1 — Elul
is upon us. The sefarim say that even earlier, on
Chamishah Asar B’Av, we start wishing each other
N2i0 nN'NN1 N2'N3I, which has the same gematria
(928) as Chamishah Asar B'Av.

Re’eh could also be roshei teivos of njwn WK1 717K,

whose gematria is also 928.

Now, the message in Parshas Re’eh is: 171X nX1
N77pP1 0312 010 03397 |N3. A person has to make
a deC|S|on to make the right choice, both in the
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specific details of every given moment, and in
general as well. The word 077731 can be understood
as roshei teivos for xan 0719717 nn1jpp Npnl. When
making decisions, a person has to know where to
put the emphasis for the future as well.

Sometimes, the decision is black and white, but
sometimes there are gray areas. | heard a story
about a bachur in pre-war Poland who was learning
in a yeshiva in Lodz, and after he got engaged, he
once went walking outside in the streets while
talking with his kallah. This wasn’t accepted in
those circles, so he was kicked out of the yeshiva.

He tried to get accepted to a different yeshiva
in Poland, but due to the stigma he didn't get in,
so he went to Berlin, to the yeshiva of Rav Ezriel
Hildesheimer. A few weeks after he came to the
yeshiva, people noticed that some money was
missing from the pushka in the beis midrash. This
happened a few times, prompting the people there
to investigate. It turned out that this bachur was
taking money from the pushka, a bit at a time.
When Rav Hildesheimer called him in and asked
him about this, he responded, “What'’s the big deal?
Everyone knows that if a bachur in the yeshiva has
extra money he puts it in the pushka, and if there’s
a bachur who needs money he can quietly take
what he needs and later return it. That's accepted.”

“Here,” Rav Hildesheimer corrected him, “it’s not
accepted.”
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Then he added, “Here, you could have spoken in
the street with your kallah, and in Poland you could
have taken from the pushka. Had you taken from
the pushka in Poland and spoken to your kallah in
Berlin, things would have been fine. The problem
is that you spoke to the kallah in Poland and you
took from the pushka in Berlin.”

Sometimes, there aren’t exactly clear-cut guidelines,
but in those situations the directive of 'J1x nx1
N'77p1 0312 010 037197 1N also applies — to know
what’s appropriate in every situation and have clarity
as to how to behave. If you have this clarity, then
you’ll be able to pass it on to your children, your
family, your students, your neighbors. But you have
to be consistent — you always have to know what
to do, how to choose between berachah and klalah.

The Gemara says, 2'0 1"XN17X3J INXY OTX NX1' 071V7
1X3J1i'XN1 — a person should always view himself
as half guilty and half meritorious; there is one
more thing that has to be done and he has only
a few seconds left to do it. The emphasis here is
on the O07i1v7 — a person should always think that
way. After he made a decision to go and do one
more mitzvah, he should again see his balance as
exactly even, and view himself as standing at a
crossroads, both in his specific circumstance and
in a general sense. Then, he can make the right
choice — O0"na nnai.

We should all be zocheh to O»n7 137131 and to a
N2iv NN'NN1 N2'NI.
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