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Below is an English adaptation of this weeks' Parsha Preview which can be heard live every Wednesday at 2:15 PM

Forgotten But Not Gone!

Harav Hagaon Shmuel Friedman shlita

Ki Seitzei is the parshah with the most mitzvos — 74
—and it’sno coincidence thatitis read in Elul, during
the days of rachamim; the Gaon writes that the
days of Elul are kulo rachamim. By thinking into the
mitzvos we can derive some chizuk and inspiration
in our avodas Hashem for Elul and in general.

The Zohar teaches that the 613 mitzvos are 613
eitzos to come close to the Ribbono Shel Olam and
increase our recognition of Him. Indeed, when the
passuk states (Mishlei 22:20) nwi'7y 77 'MaNd N70
NVYTI NXYina, the word D'w'7v refers to the Torah,
which is “tripled” (encompassing as it does Torah,
Nevi’im, and Kesuvim), and provides NYTI NXVIiD —
eitzos and daas. The next passuk continues: V' TinY7
AN7YU7 NDX DNIPX 21'WA7 NDX "IPX bYP, conveying

that the Torah tells you the truth and enables you to
answer people truthfully, with a clear answer from
the Torah.

The Rambam, in Hilchos Temurah, quotes the former
passuk in expressing a similar idea, that most of the
Torah’s dinim are eitzos from the Ribbono Shel Olam,
the greatest “baal eitzah,” for us to perfect ourselves:

|PN7 NXYN 71TaD FINON NIXY X7N ]3I DINN 1T 2N
77 'NAND X700 ININ NIN |21 ,0'WYDn 73 apn7I nivTin
NVTINIXVIND De7Y.

Metzudas David, on these pesukim, also explains
that the Torah is full of eitzos, and the 613 mitzvos
are the best eitzos for how a person should live.

Let’s take the mitzvah of nnow, from this week’s
parshah, as an example. If a person forgets a bundle
of grain in the field, the Torah instructs him to leave
it and allow the poor to take it: 3TW2 71'X{7 XN 1D
NI NINTNTI DIN'7 127 INNP7 YN X7 NTY2 DY NNOYI
AT ARYD 702 PT7N N 271 VDT

| would like to examine three beautiful midrashim
that explain the significance of this mitzvah.

Mitzvos at Every Step

The firstis in Yalkut Shimoni 190:

NXN'DNWI9|4

DDNN 71TANI "N N WITP 1D DWITP Y7 DN NNO 17 '
D71VN NININD MWD 7KW 7W [NWYD 7D ... DDYN D
N2 NPT IN'YVAL [NTIXPAL [NYITAl [awina
ADNANIYA WINNA X7 ,JAYINA . |112WN2AT 110D |71l
7IXP DP71L, NP .ONTD DD VIATN X7 ,|)NynTa .aTnt
DIDNN N7 ,|]NWITA.NTYI IDIY NNOWI LNV .DP7N X7
7270201 JANXD 17 F1IVA P1IVNLINAP1AT NN LI TI Y
NDN7 D D71V0 NININ 1AW ,)212WN21 121102 .20l
N1177 7KWl

The Midrash is teaching that the Ribbono Shel Olam
separated us from all the nations in the sense that all
of our actions differ from theirs. When we plow, we
have a mitzvah not to plow using a team of an ox and
a donkey; when we plant, we may not combine two
species. Even our leaving behind nndw for the poor
differentiates us from the other nations.

Unintentional Merits
Another Midrash teaches (Yalkut Shimoni 479):

YT XN D IDIN NN N IRIN TV 2 1TY7N N
DIN'YZ7 7 INNP7 2IWN X7 QT2 DIy NNowl |Twa
1N'7 1272 21NN VAP 'N7N N 002 VD7 i NIN'7NTI
17 NINX V7D AN NNYD AINK AV N72 DIXD 1717 Naw
VA7 21020 1IN0 N2 DII9NNI 1Y AXXD 1200 17911 1'910]
NTY 7102 01V NDIWI Nd1a 1.

Here the Midrash is noting that the Torah gave us
the opportunity to accrue mitzvos even without our
knowledge, such as nndy, where a person forgets
something and it turns into a mitzvah, even though
he left it there unintentionally. This is similar to a
person who lost a coin and then a pauper found it
and was able to use it — the Torah grants the giver
berachah as well.

This Midrash adds a story of a chassid who forgot
some producein his field, and he told his son to bring
korbanos in celebration. When the son wondered
why he was so happy with this mitzvah, more so
than other mitzvos, he explained that every other
mitzvah has to be done deliberately, but this mitzvah
by definition cannot be done intentionally. “Had we
done this purposely,” he added, “we would not have
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Below is an English adaptation of this weeks' Parsha Preview which can be heard live every Wednesday at 2:15 PM

had a mitzvah!”

The Midrash concludes with a kal v’chomer: If the
Torah gives credit to a person who did a mitzvah
unintentionally, how much more so does a person
receive credit for doing a mitzvah intentionally!

Accompanied by Jewels

The third Midrash (Devarim Rabbah on this week’s
parshah) expounds the passuk (Mishlei 1:9) |n N7 12
JYWX17 DN as follows:

NN7n NIXPN 17NY DIPD 737 NpN 12 DNI9 21 NN
17 N'WY DN .27 DPyp N'wyl WTN N N1aN D NIN
N1 NITITY 7Y DNANDIEINNIY JNIN N0 NIXNN N7T
WIA7N N7 IDNIY JNIN NN7D NIXNDN D'WTN 07D NWA7 0N
19'JN N7 "Naw JNIN NN7D NIXNN N'737 N2'70 DN .TIDYY
NIXDN N21IN2 WINN7 N27N1NTY 17 N ONI.DDWNXY NNO
NVYIT DNIL.ITNYINNANIYA WINNN X7 IDNIY NI N0
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The “piece of jewelry on your head” — Din |0 N7 2
JYNI'7 —is areference to the mitzvos that accompany
you wherever you go. When you build a home, you
have a mitzvah to put a fence on your roof. When you
put up a door, you have a mitzvah to affix a mezuzah.
When you wear new clothing, you have a mitzvah not
to wear shaatnez. When you take a haircut, you have
a mitzvah to leave peyos. When you plow, plant,
and harvest your field, you have mitzvos each step
of the way, including nndw. These special mitzvos
accompany a person and protect him.

To recap, the first Midrash describes how Hashem
singles us out from the nations of the world through
mitzvos such as NNdw. The second takes note of the
opportunity nndw offers — to do a mitzvah without
intending do — and highlights the great reward for
one who does intend to do a mitzvah. And the third
teaches that mitzvos accompany us everywhere;
wherever we go, we have opportunities to do
mitzvos, even when we forget something and even if
we’re just traveling along the way.

Obligations or Opportunities?

NXNDNWI9|5

A person once came to R' Meir Brandsdorfer, the
dayan and rav in Yerushalayim, and said he has
a problem on Shabbos with regard to a certain
melachah. R' Meir responded, “It sounds like you
have 39 problems on Shabbos. But we don’t have 39
problems — we have 39 possibilities!”

The same is true of the many mitzvos Hashem gives
us every step of the way. We can look at these as
obligations - | just built a house, now | have to put up
a maakeh and a mezuzah — or we can look at them
as opportunities. Indeed, at the beginning of the
parshah Rashi says that when you are zocheh to do
the mitzvah of shiluach haken, you’ll then be zocheh
to build a house and do the mitzvah of maakeh,
and eventually do the mitzvos related to fields and
clothing, as mitzvah goreres mitzvah.

These mitzvos are all opportunities for a person
to perfect himself. The Torah even grants us the
opportunity to perfect ourselves through not doing
anything, as we know that if someone had the
opportunity to do an aveirah and he refrained, he is
considered to have done a mitzvah.

Parshas Ki Seitzei, then, is teaching us an incredibly
empowering lesson, one that | think is a tremendous
chizuk for these days of Elul, leading up to the
Yamim Noraim. We have so many opportunities for
ruchniyus, through every bit of gashmiyus in our
lives. Wherever we find ourselves, whatever we have,
whatever we do — it’s a chance for a mitzvah.

The Ramban relates, in Ha’Emunah V’Habitachon,
that there was a person who was working for his
parnassah and was concerned that perhaps he was
guilty of bittul Torah. To this, the Ramban responds
that if a person makes sure, while he’s working,
to fulfill the mitzvos he is obligated in, and not to
transgress any aveiros, then he is not mevatel Torah
foreven a moment. | don’t think it’s the same level as
actual limud haTorah, but such a person has a chelek
in Torah by virtue of his keeping all the relevant
mitzvos.

Retroactive Repairs

As we approach the Yamim Noraim, we need to take
note of the opportunities that lie before us. The
streets are filled with diamonds! All day, at every
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step, we can collect these jewels. The Torah is calling
to our attention, during this special time, that wherever
we go we have the opportunity to do mitzvos, even
without intending to!

| heard, I think in the name of R' Avigdor Miller, that we
can derive a chiddush from the mitzvah of nnow, which
is that a person can decide, retroactively, to choose
to do good and infuse his past actions with positive
intentions; he turns his forgotten produce into a mitzvah

by deciding to leave it in the field for the poor. Similarly,
we have the opportunity to later go back and turn our
actions into a mitzvah, or elevate them to a higher level,
by retroactively infusing them with simchah, ratzon,
and proper kavanah. Just as we can undo an aveirah
through charatah, we can do teshuvah in the positive
sense by uplifting our past good deeds as well. This,
too, is a chizuk for these upcoming days.

Gut Shabbos.

h

A special Mazel Tov to
Yisroel and Mrs. Shapiro

on their recent ninn.

Each week Mrs. Shapiro works tirelessly as the graphic
designer of the nw1on 722w and TVINN '7'avw] .

On behalf of all of us who benefit from her dedication,
we wish them 210 7T and may they be n2IT to build a
NP IDNI NI
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