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Below is an English adaptation of this weeks' Parsha Preview which can be heard live every Wednesday at 2:15 PM

Elevation in Elul
Harav Hagaon Moshe Aharon Friedman Shlita

We are now in the transition period of the days
of Elul, which are yemei rachamim leading into
Rosh Hashanah, Yom Kippur, and the Aseres Yemei
Teshuvah. Altogether, this time of year comprises
40 days, corresponding to the 40 days when Moshe
Rabbeinu ascended to Shamayim the third time
to bring down the second luchos.

While this is essentially a forty-day period, if a
person is a tzaddik, then already during the 30
days of Elul he is able to perfect himself and reach
the level he is meant to attain. But Hashem, in His
chessed, granted us 40 days from Rosh Hashanah
all the way to Yom Kippur, and, as we know, the
process actually continues through Hoshana
Rabbah, for a total of 52 days.

These various time periods are alluded to in
Parshiyos Nitzavim, Vayelech, and Haazinu, which
contain 40, 30, and 52 pesukim, respectively.

While using the full time allotment is legitimate,
a person certainly should not procrastinate.
Nevertheless, the sefarim says that maybe, maybe,
on Zos Chanukah there’s still a way to chap arain
a tikkun. There are 122 days all the way from Rosh
Chodesh Elul until Zos Chanukah, and if you add
30,40, and 52, it equals 122. But a person should
not push it off until then. In fact, Parshas Ki Savo,
with its tochachah, contains 122 pesukim, and
that’s not the approach a person should choose.
Rather, he should utilize the process of Elul-Rosh
Hashanah-Yom Kippur-Hoshana Rabbah, whose
roshei teivos are N'"IN - the lion’s roar.

Creating a Proper Korban

The Gemara says that Rosh Chodesh Elul is Rosh
Hashanah for maaser beheimah, and the sefarim
seethis as anindication that on Rosh Chodesh Elul,
a person isstill on the level of a beheimah. When
we reach the first of Tishrei, the Rosh Hashanah
for people, we are already on the level of a human,
and on Yom Kippur we can practically reach the
level of a malach. A remez to this idea can be
found in the shared gematria (52) of |2 ,nnNa
(in the term ben adam, meaning a human), and
N7, who was a malach. The process of these
heiligeh days involves moving from the level of
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a beheimah to a ben adam to a malach.

We start blowing shofar already from Rosh Chodesh
Elul, and the Sephardim start saying Selichos
from then as well. The minhag of Ashkenazim is
to start Selichos on the Motzaei Shabbos prior
to Rosh Hashanah, assuming that there are at
least four days before Rosh Hashanah, so if Rosh
Hashanah falls on Monday or Tuesday (it can’t
fall on Sunday) then we start saying Selichos the
week before.

The Levush notes that the phrase D'2X) DAX
DD has the same gematria as NIN'7D7 TINV7.
On Motzaei Shabbos Parshas Nitzavim, we stand
before Hashem as we say Selichos. Why do we
need a minimum of four days? He explains that
these days correspond to the four days of bikur
(inspection) required before bringing a korban.
What is the korban? Klal Yisrael! AYid offers himself
to come close to Hashem, and before doing that,
he requires inspection.

The Gemara, in Gittin, teaches that there are certain
blemishes that are considered mumin only for
korbanos brought by Yidden, such as |'vaw |'JIT or
D"Now 1. We could suggest that these allude to
shemiras ha’einayim and shemiras halashon; go
explain that to a non-Jew. Even in these matters,
we have to conduct a four-day inspection to check
where we are holding.

Why do we always start on a Motzaei Shabbos?
Perhapsitis because on Shabbos, a personisabove
cheit and inherently removed from cheit. Indeed,
on Shabbos we do not offer a sa’ir as a korban
chatas, as we do on Yom Tov. After experiencing
Shabbos, which is disconnected from cheit, a
person is able to look back at himself and see
where he’s holding and he needs to perform a
tikkun. At that time, he can start doing the bikur
and preparing himself.

Obviously, the main preparation involves the heart,
which is what Hashem desires: 'va X2'7 NapnA.
After each parshah in the Torah there is a remez
to the number of pesukim in that parshah, and the
remez for Nitzavim, which contains 40 pesukim, is
the word 12217. At first glance, we might associate
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this with the mention of this word in the parshah,
inthe passuk of INNNOWN IN NUN INYIN DDA V! |9
N DOYD DN N)O 1127 1WUX LAY, butitis hard to say
that the parshah s remez alludes to the person
whose heart turns away from Hashem. Perhaps it
is an allusion to the phrase in the parshah ynv?7
21 NPT 1772, whose roshei teivos are 1117; we
have to work on heeding Hashem’s voice and
come close to Him.

One of the many allusions in the Torah to the
month of Elulis the phrase 127 NX1 7227 NX, whose
roshei teivos spell 71'7X. The final letters of these
words also have significance, though, as they
spell 2n2” - you should be written, implying that
if you utilize Elul properly and work on 1227 NX
1217 N, then you’ll be zocheh to be inscribed
fora good year.

Anotherremezto Elul, which the Mishnah Berurah
cites from the Shelah, is "7 ' TIT1 ' TIT7 "IX, whose
roshei teivos spell 717X as well. The sofei teivos
of this phrase are all yud, adding up to 40, which
conveys that during these 40 days a person should
work on "7 ' TITINTIT7 NN

No Mevarchim... Or Is There?

There is no Shabbos Mevarchim before Rosh
Hashanah, although we actually say the nusach
of the tefillah of Bircas Hachodesh in Tashlich.
Perhaps the reason we don’t have Shabbos
Mevarchim is because the Yom Tov celebrated
on the first of this month is hidden: ¥ Tna1ypn
112N Di'7 ND22 191V,

We can also explain, however, that the reason
thereis no Shabbos Mevarchim is that during the
cycle of the year, each month heralds in the next,
so that toward the end of the previous month,
the coming month can be ushered in - whereas
Rosh Hashanah is the start of a new year, a clean
slate that is not connected to the year before. The
person is starting again, fresh.

| saw another possible explanation brought down,
however. On Shabbos Mevarchim, Klal Yisrael is
requesting a berachah from Hashem for the coming
month, but on Shabbos Mevarchim of Chodesh
Tishrei - of Rosh Hashanah - the Eibishter Himself
gives the berachah, and that is DI 0'2AX) DAX
DD'J7X 'N 1197 D0272. Thisis the berachah that Klal
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Yisrael received after the tochachah, to placate
them after they had heard the klalos.

What, indeed, is the zechus of Di"i D'2X) DAX
D2'J7N 'N 1197 02727 We could identify a deeper
meaning in each of these words.

The word DANX is roshei teivos of the phrase
(Chavakuk 2:11) py1n gn |AX - even a stone has
to scream out. This word means: Take it seriously!
These are serious days!

How could Moshe placate Klal Yisrael after
hearing the terrible tochachah? R' Elyah Lopian
cites Rashi’s statement that their faces turned
green from hearing all the curses. Ah, Moshe was
saying, so you understood the message - and
that means you don’t actually have to go through
the tochachah, since you already internalized its
lessons.

The word D'2X) connotes the zechus haTorah, as
the passuk says, regarding Mattan Torah, 12x'01
0NN NN, What imbued us with the great power
to endure all that we would have to undergo was
the zechus haTorah.

The word 0'ax1 also calls to mind the zechus
avos, as its gematria is 192, which is equal to the
combined gematria of the phrase 72 7510 7212,
which alludes to the zechus avos. What will help

s “stand” (i.e., endure) - 0'2X1 - is the zechus avos.

The next word, Di'N, alludes to Rosh Hashanah, as
the Zohar teaches The word D272 connotes the
zechus of the tzibbur and its achdus. Perhaps for
a yachid the Yom Hadin is frightening, but if we
stand together as a rabbim, we are guaranteed
that Hashem will perform a miracle for us - nw1y
D1 DN7. Thisisimplied, as well, in the name “Yom
Teruah,” which can be understood as a reference
to Ny, friendship.

Once we take it seriously, and we have the zechus
haTorah and zechus avos, and are b’achdus on the
day of Rosh Hashanah, we can come D2'[J7X 'N 1197,
utterly negating ourselves before the Ribbono
Shel Olam and realizing that 17270 TIV |'NX - there’s
nothing else, just N NXD M7XY NNX' - our desire
for kirvas Hashem. In that zechus we should be
zocheh to a kesivah v’chasimah tovah.

DI7WN D N 7Y NN 71w - waTn N



