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Below is an English adaptation of this weeks' Parsha Preview which can be heard live every Wednesday at 2:15 PM

Keeping the Pipelines Flowing

Harav Hagaon Elimelech Reznick shlita

In discussing the mitzvah of succah, the Sefer HaChinuch
(Mitzvah 325) says that the reason Hakadosh Baruch
Hu wants us to keep all the mitzvos is that we should
be worthy of receiving His goodness, for His desire is
to do good: 71N IXON INTHAND NAILN N72P7 DNINY DN
2'DMNY7 YONY NIN.

This ideais particularly evident in the mitzvah of succah,
in two respects.

The passuk says, in Parshas Re’eh, that Succos is
celebrated at the time when the produce is gathered
into the house: 727130 79DX2 0'N! NYAY 37 NYYA N2DN AN
J2i7'n1. We leave the house and enter the succah not
at the time of the planting or harvest, but specifically
at this time when the grain is brought into the house.

The sefer Sod Yesharim, by the Izhbitzer, explains that
Hakadosh Baruch Hu’s bestowing goodness depends
on our recognition that these gifts are entirely from
Him. The moment a person loses that recognition, the
hashpa’ah of Hashem’s goodness is diminished. He cites
the Midrash (Tanchuma, Mikeitz) that states: 7700 |'N
NNTYIWD X71 NWINNIWD X71 NYITIVWD X7 INTY 7Y TNIY
MO NTNIY XNWD N7y To1y mn'Xi. When the field is being
worked, the king doesn’t come out to show that he is
ruler of the field; he comes out only when the crops are
finished growing, and that is when he demonstrates
his sovereignty. Similarly, says the Izhbitzer, during
the year, when a person is busy working his fields, he
relies on Hakadosh Baruch Hu — but when he gathers
his produce into the house, he begins to feel like a baal
habayis overit. Once it’s in the house, it’s mine! | have
it!own it! ’'min control!

What happens then is that he loses the power of
Hashem’s hashpa’ah. The channels that bring down
the goodness from above are open wide when a person
doesn’t feel like the baal habayis over what he receives,
but the moment he starts feeling that he’s the owner,
he clogs up the pipes, obstructing the flow of goodness
from above.

This explains why the mitzvah of succah must be fulfilled
specifically at the time of gathering the produce, when
a person might start feeling like the baal habayis over
what he has. Go out of your diras keva, the Torah says,
and sit in the succah. Don’t establish yourself in the
house with your parnassah and all the gashmiyus
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When you go out into the little succah’leh, you realize that
everything you haveis from Hakadosh Baruch Hu. The
Sod Yesharim says that when a person receives blessing
from Hashem, he thinks, “After all the hishtadlus that |
did, Hashem gave me what | have, and now it’'s mine.”

No! A person is alive every second because Hakadosh
Baruch Hu gives him chiyus at that moment. The reason
you have a house and a carand money in the bank today
and tomorrow is that at every second, Hashem wants
you to have it now, and there’s a continuous hashpa’ah
to maintain it. But the moment that you start feeling
that it’s yours, you diminish the flow of goodness.

Precisely because Hakadosh Baruch Hu wants to continue
granting us goodness, He gave us the mitzvah of succah.

Still Not Yours

Often, a person works hard for something — a shidduch,
or parnassah — and the moment that he obtains that
thing, he starts to feel that it’s his. Perhaps he still has
bitachon and turns to Hashem for other things, but in
this particular matter he feels like what he worked for
is his, and he can move on.

You have to realize, every day, the Izhbitzer emphasizes,
that whatever you have is only because Hashem wants
you to have it right this minute. The house that you’ve
been living in for who knows how long, and the car that
you’ve been driving for years — don’t think that it’s yours.
If you don’t realize that Hashem is giving it to you right
now, then you’re making yourself a baal habayis on it,
and that decreases the hashpa’ah of Hashem’s goodness.

In this vein, the Kotzker gives a novel interpretation of
the Gemara’s statement that a person who has bread
in his basket (pas b’salo) but wonders what he will eat
tomorrow is lacking emunah. The simple meaning of
this Gemara is that if he has what to eat today, his worry
about tomorrow evinces a lack of faith. But the Kotzker
explains that the Gemara’s point is that if the person
isworried about tomorrow, that raises the question of
why he isn’t worried today. He’s not worried because
today he has bread in his basket — but that itself shows
a lack of emunah, for the fact that you have bread in
your basket today is by no means a guarantee that you’ll
be able to eat it today.
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Below is an English adaptation of this weeks' Parsha Preview which can be heard live every Wednesday at 2:15 PM

The bread that you have in your basket is there only
because the Eibishter wants you to have it now, and
the next minute, and the next. But who knows if you’ll
turn around later and it will still be there? The lack of
faith is thinking that what you have already is yours.

Remember the Past!

A second message that we are meant to take from the
mitzvah of succah can be derived from the Torah’s
command to us to sit in the succah for seven days in
orderto remember the nes Hashem made for Klal Yisrael
when He took them out of Mitzrayim: D' TIVT! (VDY
DIMXD YIND DRIN INNXIND 7N 112 NN AAYIN NiDpA 1.

There is a machlokes between R' Akiva and R' Eliezer
regarding the nature of the “succahs" that Hashem
housed Klal Yisrael in when they left Mitzrayim. R'
Eliezer says that these were ananei hakavod, and R'
Akiva says that they were literally huts, similar to the
succahs we have.

We can understand why we would commemorate the
great nes of the ananei hakavod, but according to R'
Akiva’s view, why should we have to commemorate that
particular detail, that Hashem provided huts for us?

The mefarshim offer various answers, the simple
explanation being that we do so to remember the nes,
foroursurvivalin huts in the Midbar for forty years, far
from civilization, was a great miracle in and of itself.

But we find a different explanation in the words of the
Rambam, in Moreh Nevuchim. He explains that the
purpose of going out into the succah is to feel like a
nomad, for in the succah we live like those who don’t
own houses or land and wander from place to place,
building huts. The reason we live this way on Succos, says
the Rambam, is that even during the “good days,” when
a person enjoys everything good from the Eibishter,
he has to remember the “bad days” by putting himself
backin his previous situation, when once upon a time
he did not own a house or land and had nothing.

When we left Mitzrayim, we had nothing; we lived in
the Midbar, in huts. And look what we have today! Look
what Hakadosh Baruch Hu has given us!

The reason to remember this constantly, says the
Rambam, is to better appreciate and praise Hakadosh
Baruch Hu. When a person receives something big and
new, he thanks Hashem, but later on he gets used to
it: “Yeah, | have it already.” We don’t remember what
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was, once upon atime. Yet a person has to constantly be
thanking Hashem for what he has, and recall the difficult
times of the past even though now he is experiencing
good times. According to the Rambam, then, the mitzvah
of succah is meant to prompt us to thank Hashem for
everything we have.

Taking this idea a step further, the Chasam Sofer teaches
that if a person wants to receive more goodness from
the Eibishter, he should start by thanking Him for what
he already has, because when you thank Him for the
past, that’s the biggest reason for Him to give you more.

Hakadosh Baruch Hu gives to us so that we can serve
Him and keep His mitzvos. Indeed, the Ramban (end
of Parshas Bo) says that the purpose of the creation of
the world and of man is solely in order that we should
acknowledge and thank Hakadosh Baruch Hu: Nnaii
N2ND NN XINY DN DTN IJ‘|7'7N:1 I'"DXIY NIXDN 72
NIWNIN DX INN DYD 117 'XY ,naXn.

Hashem wants one thing from us: that we should thank
Him for creating us and for everything he gives us. And
thanking Him for what He has already given serves as
the impetus for Him to give more and more, because
He says, “Look what happens when | give — the entire
purpose of creation is fulfilled! So here’s more!”

From all angles, then, the point of the mitzvah of succah
is that Hakadosh Baruch Hu wants us to be a worthy
receptacle for His goodness. We should indeed be zocheh
to these blessings during the upcoming days of Succos.

Under Hashem’s Protection

Rabbosai, Klal Yisrael needs yeshuos. We know that
the succah is called xn1ID'NNT X7'X, the shade of the
Eibishter, as the passuk in Shir Hashirim says, i7x2
MAYIATHN.

Rabbeinu Bachaye writes, in Kad Hakemach, that when a
person enters the succah, he should gaze at the s’chach
and feel that he is under the protective shade of Hashem:

7X7 1@VYN 1ODN 7N 11'W N2 DIDA NDID NIXD D1EINN 7D
|00 XN 7KW 7Y | 7X NID 102 wITPN 1D 1NV T 0DDNI
‘N (XD D'7NN) 2NDYW NIN NN 19D 11NN 7XD D7y
1N 7Y 77X N nIv.

Hashem should indeed be our shade and protect all of
us and all of Klal Yisrael.

Gut Yom Tov!
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