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PARSHAPREVIEW

BELOW IS AN ENGLISH ADAPTATION OF THIS WEEKS' PARSHA PREVIEW WHICH CAN BE HEARD LIVE EVERY WEDNESDAY AT 2:15 PM

A Satisfied Life

Parshas Chayei Sarah begins by relating that Avraham
buried Sarah in Me'aras Hamachpeilah and describes
the hishtadlus that he did to bury her there.

How did Avraham know that Me’aras Hamachpeilah
was a special place? Pirkei D’'Rabbi Eliezer (perek
36) explains that this parshah is a continuation of
Parshas Vayeira, where the Torah tells us that on the
third day after Avraham’s bris milah, guests arrived
and he wanted to do chessed for them, so he decided
to prepare bakar for them. When the bakar ran away
from him, he gave chase, ultimately finding himself in
a cave, which was Me’aras Hamachpeilah.

There, he saw Adam and Chavah on a mitah, with
a lit ner, and he smelled the scent of Gan Eden. He
understood then that this place, where Adam and
Chava were, was a special place for burial.

But why did he smell the scent of Gan Eden in their
burial place?

When Yaakov went to Yitzchak, he also smelled the
scent of Gan Eden. A tzaddik gives off the fragrance of
Gan Eden because he sanctifies his guf. In this world
we can’t smell it, but in the next world, after the guf
passes on, it gives off the scent of Gan Eden, because
a tzaddik, at his essence, is Gan Eden.

We can add that the Zohar, in this week’s parshah,
states that Me’aras Hamachpeilah is the opening to
Gan Eden. That's why it’s a special makom tefillah;
furthermore, the neshamos go through the Me'aras
Hamachpeilah. That's why Avraham smelled Gan Eden
in Me’aras Hamachpeilah. He could sense that it was
a special makom kevurah.

But why was this smell of Gan Eden in Me’'aras
Hamachpeilah revealed to him specifically when he
was running after the bakar? We can explain that this
coming to teach us the importance of the zechus of
chessed. When he was in middle of doing chessed for
others, that's when this was revealed to him.

Furthermore, he was doing this chessed on the third
day after milah, when he had been mekadesh his guf.
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Milah symbolizes kedushas habris, kedushas hare'iyah,
kedushah from hirhurim, kedushas ha’adam. He had
just been mekadesh himself, and his movement here
was with mesiras hanefesh — he was doing chessed
with mesiras nefesh and kedushah. Precisely then,
it was revealed to him what you are zocheh to when
you have mesiras nefesh for chessed and kedushah:
you experience the scent of Gan Eden, as you arrive
at the opening of Gan Eden, Me’aras Hamachpeilah.
That's how Avraham understood that this was a special
place for burial.

Later in the parshah, when Avraham sends Eliezer to
look for a wife for Yitzchak, he told him to look for a
girl with the middah of chessed. We can explain that
this is because chessed is one of the pillars upon
which the world stands, as the Mishnah teaches in
Avos. It's so important to truly care for others, to do
for others, and to think about others. That's the binyan
of Klal Yisrael, and it’s the binyan of your own home as
well. It's also your entranceway to Gan Eden. What a
powerful lesson we learn from this revelation of Gan
Eden to Avraham.

At the beginning of the parshah, the Torah recounts
how Avraham approached Efron to buy Me'aras
Hamachpeilah, and although Efron initially offered to
give it to him free of charge, in the end he took a lot
of money for it. The Kli Yakar notes that this incident
comes after the Torah’s account of Avraham’s chessed
and is followed by the narrative about Rivka's chessed
to teach us why Avraham didn’t want to enter a shidduch
with bnos Canaan. When he saw the middos of Efron,
who took a lot of money from him for a kevurah, he
said, “l don't want this as a shidduch for Klal Yisrael.
This isn't the middah of Klal Yisrael. You can't grow to
gadlus this way; you can't produce Klal Yisrael this way.”

When a person thinks about his gelt and wants more
and more money for himself, his whole life is just about
money and money and more money. He doesn’t think
about anyone else. He's just thinking about his money.

Avraham didn't want to do a shidduch with people like
Efron because he knew that chessed — doing for others
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and feeling for others — is the pathway to building Klal
Yisrael and the entranceway to Gan Eden.

Later in the parshah, the Torah teaches us another
way to be zocheh to Olam Haba. The passuk says: 'ni
7321 012X NX 713, and the Gemara (Bava Basra 17)
teaches that Hashem gave him a taste of Olam Haba
in this world. How was he zocheh to that? The Torah
tells us that Avraham was 0'n2 X2 121, and the Gemara
in Kiddushin teaches that a zakein is someone who
is koneh chochmah. The Mishnah in Kiddushin says
that Avraham Avinu learned Torah b’yeshiva, and the
Gemara in Yoma (28b) adds that Avraham was a zakein
v'yosheiv b'yeshiva. So we see that the description of
Avraham as zakein alludes to the level of Avraham’s
Torah. When the passuk says that Hashem nx 712
772 ONMAK, it is conveying to us that the way to be
zocheh to “kol” is through your shaychus to Torah.

The oilam is misorer to learn Chumash more b’havanah,
to hear a schmuess for ten minutes — nifladig! The
oilam is kovei'a chavrusas, they learn Torah, many
come to the Yarchei Kallah. Many have chavrusas
every day. That's your shaychus to Torah.

And some combine chessed with Torah, by being
mechazek the Torah of their own children, of their
grandchildren, of others around them. That’s a beautiful
zechus of Torah, and it also gives us the ta’am of Olam
Haba, opening the entrance to Gan Eden. Talmud Torah
k’'neged kulam.

We saw that the key to the revelation of the entrance to
Gan Eden that Avraham Avinu experienced in Me’aras
Hamachpeilah was chessed. Not ordinary chessed,
but chessed that came with mesiras nefesh. And we
saw that the other way to be zocheh to Gan Eden —
even in Olam Hazeh, and certainly in Olam Haba — is
through your shaychus to Torah, by being mechazek
your connection to Torah. And it’s a nifladige zach.

Many people, in their younger years, are full of dreams.
They want to do and do — but then, when they get older,
so many people have a midlife crisis. So many people,
lo aleinu, are on pills. They need to calm down. They
feel, what value do | have anyway?

Avraham Avinu, in contrast, was savei’a and happy

when he was niftar. This teaches that when a person
invests well into his life, filling it with substance — with
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chessed, with Torah — then when he reaches the end
of his life, he's savei'a. He's happy because he filled
his life with tochen. When a person is running after
the American dream of fame and money, then when
he reaches the end of his life, and things aren’t the
way they used to be, and he doesn’t have all that he
wanted — oy! So chessed and Torah are the key not
only to be zocheh to Olam Haba, but also to have a
happy life in Olam Hazeh, like Avraham Avinu did.

The Ramban says that this was the hesped for Avraham.
You could say so many things about Avraham. He was
a baal chessed. He learned Torah. He was a tzaddik.
He did milah. He passed the test of the Akeidah and
so many others. But the Torah merely says about him
that he was niftar savei'a. He was happy.

This teaches us the chessed that Hashem does for
tzaddikim, and also the greatness of tzaddikim. Because
filling your life with chessed and Torah is the only way
to be truly happy in this world. When you invest your life
into things that have tochen, you're a happier person
every step of the way. And that’s just the beginning, in
Olam Hazeh. In Olam Haba, al achas kamah v'’kamah.

We should be mischazeik together by caring about
the people around us —our wives, our children, our
families, our parents, our friends. Let’s fill our lives with
chessed and Torah, with tochen, and b’ezras Hashem we
should use our time well and be zocheh to constantly
be savei'a and to enter the gates of Gan Eden. Then,
we will always have the rei'ach of Gan Eden, because
someone who is busy with these things becomes a
beautiful person who truly has the smell of Gan Eden
even in Olam Hazeh.

This week’s Bishvilei Haparsha is
sponsored by:

Upscale Graphics LLC
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