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BELOW IS AN ENGLISH ADAPTATION OF THIS WEEKS' PARSHA PREVIEW WHICH CAN BE HEARD LIVE EVERY WEDNESDAY AT 2:15 PM

Not a Lie or Untrue!

Yaakov Avinu is the paradigm of middas ha’emes, as the
passuk says, 1py7 nnX |AR. Yet we find that when Yaakov
Avinu received the berachos, which meant that he was
essentially being given his tafkid and his future as the
third av in Klal Yisrael, he did it in a way that seemed to
be the opposite of middas ha’emes; he did it in the way
of sheker and mirmah, coming to Yitzchak Avinu and
pretending that he’s Eisav.’

How could it be that Yaakov Avinu, whose essence
is middas ha’emes, received his tafkid and his future
specifically through middas hasheker? Rashi seems to be
bothered by this, and he explains that Yaakov Avinu did
not actually utter any sheker. When he said, 71721y 'J1K,
he meant to say, “Anochi — I'm the one who did what you
asked of me and brought the matamim; pause — Eisav
is your bechor.” So it wasn't really a sheker. And when
Yitzchak asked, 1wy 12 N1 NAXD, and Yaakov responded,
“Ani,” Rashi explains that he didn't say, “Ani Eisav,” he just
said, “Ani,” so he didn't utter any sheker from his mouth.

Now, it would seem that whether a statement is emes or
sheker does not depend on how it's worded; it depends
on the message that's being relayed. If you convey a
message of emes, it's emes. If you convey a message of
sheker, it's sheker. If you use words that are not sheker,
but the message given over is sheker, that's not called
emes; it's called sheker.

If a person testifies in beis din and his testimony is
essentially false, except that he uses words that can be
interpreted as not technically untrue, that would not mean
he hasn’t transgressed the issur of giving false testimony
in beis din. Of course that’s sheker. So what did Yaakov
gain by using a play on words? It's still sheker!

Perhaps we can explain as follows. As we know, Eisav
was originally supposed to receive the berachos from
Yitzchak Avinu, but they ended up going to Yaakov. What
were these berachos? They were all related to matters of
material success in Olam Hazeh: o'nuin 700 0970 77 121
WI'N1 137271 YIX Inwni. The Beis HalLevi explains that
the reason Yitzchak wanted to give the berachos to Eisav
was that these were berachos of gashmiyus, and since
Yaakov was O'7nX 2w On w'x, the berachos of Olam
Hazeh weren't appropriate for him. The Beis HalLevi adds
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that Yitzchak always intended to give Yaakov a berachah
as well — a berachah of ruchniyus, not of gashmiyus.
The berachos of gashmiyus were meant to go to Eisav.

That was Yitzchak’s plan.

The Chasam Sofer explains that just as Klal Yisrael has
both a Yissachar who sits and learns and a Zevulun who
is involved in earning parnassah, Yaakov and Eisav were
supposed to follow the same model: Eisav was supposed
to be the Zevulun, and Yaakov was supposed to be the
Yissachar.

Hashem told Avraham, vt 77 X1 pnx'a '3, which Chazal
interpret as, pnx' 73 x71 pnx'a — because only Yaakov
would perpetuate Yitzchak’s legacy. But | saw in a sefer
that the pshat isn’t that Eisav was doomed not to be
the continuation of Yitzchak. That's what happened in
the end, that only b’Yitzchak — one of Yitzchak’s sons
— continued his legacy, but had Eisav fulfilled his role
properly, both parts of Yitzchak — “beis” Yitzchak — would
have constituted his rightful offspring. Initially, there was
bechirah: Would it be “beis” Yitzchak — the two sons of
Yitzchak — or only part of Yitzchak’s offspring?

Yitzchak’s idea was to give Eisav the berachos of Olam
Hazeh, to make him successful as a Zevulun, while Yaakov
would be the Yissachar. Rivka Imeinu, however, saw
through ruach hakodesh and nevuah that this plan wasn’t
going to work. Eisav’s tafkid as Zevulun was to take the
success of Olam Hazeh and channel it to ruchniyus, using
it to support Yaakov and his Torah, but Rivka understood
from the behavior of Eisav that if he would enjoy success
in Olam Hazeh, it would not be utilized for that. He would
keep everything for himself, seeing Olam Hazeh as the
end, rather than as the means for enabling ruchniyus to
flourish.

Therefore, Rivka decided that Yaakov has to get these
berachos. So really what happened here was that at this
moment, Yaakov Avinu took over the tafkid of Eisav. He
actually became Eisav — not in the physical sense, but
in the sense that he took over Eisav’s original job, so that
eventually Yaakov himself encompassed both Yissachar
and Zevulun.

It turns out, then, that when Yaakov conveyed to Yitzchak
the message that “I am Eisav,” he was saying the
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absolute truth. He may not have been Eisav physically,
but conceptually he was Eisav; his hands became those
of Eisav. Those yadayim of Eisav that were supposed to
have been the Zevulun of Klal Yisrael now belonged to
Yaakov Avinu, so when Yaakov said, “| am Eisav,” he was
making a truthful statement.

Rashi, however, is still bothered by the wording of this
statement. True, his message was emes, but the words
were technically untrue, since he was not really Eisav.
And for Yaakov, who represents middas ha’emes, it was
unbecoming to make a statement that wasn't fully accurate.
To address that concern, Rashi explains that the actual
words he said were not false. If the whole problem is
the words he uttered, we can explain that those were
not sheker: Anochi, | did what you asked, and Eisav is
bechorecha.

There's another important point that we see here. According
to Hakadosh Baruch Hu’s original plan, Eisav was supposed
to be the Zevulun and Yaakov was supposed to be the
Yissachar, except that Eisav did not step up to his role,
so he lost his opportunity. What happened then?

When one person doesn’t fulfill his tafkid and take
advantage of the gift and opportunity that HaKadosh
Baruch Hu granted him, that leaves a void, and someone
else can then come take over the tafkid and fulfill it.
Yaakov and Eisav were each created with their own roles,
but once Eisav failed, his job became hefker, and Yaakov
was able to take it over.

We see the same idea in the Mishnah in Avos that teaches
that Avraham Avinu came along and took the reward of
all the preceding ten generations:

730,197 0'9K TIN ARI V' TIN7, 002K TY1 D90 NIIT NWY
073 17W 72p11372K 0N1AX KQW TV, 'K '0'WIN ') NiNITA.

What does it mean that Avraham Avinu received the reward
of them all? Rabbeinu Yonah explains that Hakadosh Baruch
Hu assigned a certain tafkid to these ten generations; He
wanted them to perform a certain avodah and produce a
certain amount of kevod Shamayim, but they did not live
up to that expectation. Therefore, the opportunity was
open for the taking, and Avraham Avinu was able to grab
it. He became great because he took all the kochos and
all the avodah that was left for hefker by the generations
that successively angered Hashem.

Accordingly, besides the gadlus that Avraham Avinu
achieved on his own, he was also able to take the tafkid
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and the avodah of the preceding ten generations. That'’s
why he took all their reward.

Rabbeinu Yonah cites this statement of Chazal: n'xk1 Ox
7011 NNXI1 N2 PTNNNT TINY 2NN N O T 17WANIW 0T
073 1Jw. At a time where people are not fulfilling their
spiritual obligations, that creates an opportunity for those
who are fulfilling their obligations to grow beyond their
original capacity, since all the kochos and the avodah of
these other people are available for the taking.

Of course, when we see people who are not doing the
right thing, the chillul Hashem should bother us, but at
the same time we have to recognize the opportunity this
presents for us to be notel s’char kulam, just as Yaakov
did with Eisav. Eisav was not worthy of the great tafkid of
Zevulun that Hakadosh Baruch Hu had in mind for him, but
Yaakov was able to come in and take his place — O0"T'n
1wy "1, along with the accompanying reward.
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The Mir Yeshiva proudly welcomes the
hundreds of participants arriving from
abroad to join in this year’s Yarchei Kallah.

May it be a week filled with shtieging, growth,

and an aliyah in ruchniyus, accompanied

by tremendous hatzlacha and abundant
siyata dishmaya.

This week’s Bishvilei Haparsha is
sponsored by:

Upscale Graphics LLC
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