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The Gravity - and Opportunity - of Monetary Halachah

In Parshas Noach, Hashem brings the mabul upon
the whole world, and the passuk tells us the reason:
00190 0NN YIXD NX7N '3 — because the people
used to steal from one another. Rabbeinu Yonah
learns from here that although the people living
then committed more severe aveiros, including gilui
arayos, the one that brought upon them the worst
punishment was the cheit of gezel. The chiddush
is really even bigger, because Chazal tell us that
the chamas committed by the dor hamabul did not
involve major theft; they robbed each person of less
than the value of a prutah.

Why is gezel considered so chamur? The Rishonim
give a number of reasons. The Ramban explains
that all other aveiros are instructions of the Torah,
and if a person unfortunately doesn’t follow these
instructions, Hashem might have rachmanus on him.
But basic intelligence and common sense dictate
that a person should not steal, even if it's less than
a prutah. Stealing undermines the very fabric of
society, and represents a breakdown of the social
order. Therefore, it's punishable in such a terrible way.

Others say that Hashem has rachmanus on a person
and refrains from punishing him for aveiros that
are bein adam laMakom, but gezel hurts others, so
Hashem’s rachmanus extends to those victims. He
has rachmanus on the one who suffered because
of the crime, so His middah of rachamim doesn’t
come into play to save the perpetrator. Therefore,
one who steals is punished severely.

The Gemara tells us that if a person undertook
verbally to do something, but didn't make a kinyan,
then if he changes his mind and reneges, he is subject
to a klalah from Chazal: '71ann WT "WIXN YVI9W N
1112772 TNV 137XKW NN V1917 TNY X0 nA790 NTN1
— Hashem, Who punished the dor hamabul, will also
punish the person ‘who does not keep his word.

What’s the connection between the dor hamabul

and someone who does not keep his word? The
Meiri explains that a person who doesn’t keep his
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word thinks that since "the other person didn’'t lose
a lot of money because of him, it doesn’t matter if
he reneges.

So Chazal say, “You see that the dor hamabul stole
less than a prutah, and nevertheless, for the little
bit of pain that the other person suffered because
of this loss, Hashem brought a mabul. Similarly, the
One Who punished the dor hamabul will punish the
person who doesn’t keep his word.”

When we recognize and appreciate how strict the
dinim of gezel and bein adam lachaveiro are, we
start to understand the Gemara in Bava Kamma that
states that a person is expected to be even more
careful not to cause damage to others than he would
naturally be careful not to be damaged by others.

The Gemara (Shabbos 31) says that the words of
the passuk in Yeshayah — nuiw? 10N J'AY NJINK N1
NYTI NNJn — correspond to the six sedarim of the
Mishnah: Zeraim, Moed, Nashim, Nezikin, Kodshim,
and Taharos, with yeshuos corresponding to Seder
Nezikin. Why is Seder Nezikin called yeshuos?

Rashi explains that when a person learns nezikin,
he learns to be careful not to be mazik other people,
so this brings yeshuos to others.

The Migdal Oz adds that the s’char of being careful
with other people’s property brings yeshuos. If a
person needs a yeshuah from Hakadosh Baruch
Hu, he should know that extra zehirus in nezikin
brings yeshuos.

Not only does a person have to be careful not to
harm other people financially, and to maintain
impeccable integrity in his dealings with others,
but he also has to make sure he is seen that way.
Indeed, when Moshe Rabbeinu was in charge of
the donations to the Mishkan, he gave a reckoning
to Klal Yisrael of every penny. Yet in the course of
his reckoning for all the money that went through
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his hands, there were fifteen silver hooks that he
couldn’t find and couldn’t account for. This troubled
him immensely. He knew he hadn’t taken anything,
but he was concerned that people would think that
he had taken this silver, or lost it, since he couldn’t
account for it.

When he finally found the fifteen hooks, Moshe
Rabbeinu uttered the tefillah of Yishtabach, with its
fifteen expressions of hoda’ah to Hakadosh Baruch
Hu. So relieved was he that he sang a specific shirah
for each of those hooks that was finally found.

The Midrash notes that this is Moshe Rabbeinu,
whom Hashem Himself trusted to the extent that He
allowed him to ascend to Shamayim and traverse
all the heavens, as He said about him: 1nx3 'n'a 772
xin. We would have thought that since Moshe was
trusted implicitly by Hashem, then Klal Yisrael should
certainly have found him trustworthy. This same
Moshe Rabbeinu, who was allowed free access
into all the heavens, needed to give reckoning
and accounting to people in this world? Says the
Midrash, from here you see how terrible it is to take
something that doesn’t belong to you, or even to
give that impression.

The Chazon Ish writes in Emunah U’bitachon that
it's vital to learn and understand the halachos of
Choshen Mishpat, and to ask shailos on these
matters. Just as it's impossible to keep Shabbos
without learning the halachos, says the Chazon
Ish, it's similarly impossible to keep the halachos
of monetary matters correctly if a person doesn’t
learn them. People might assume that the laws of
Choshen Mishpat are common sense — as opposed
to hilchos Shabbos, which are not intuitive, so they
obviously have to learn them because otherwise,
how will they know all the dinim of bishul and borer?

But the Chazon Ish stresses that the Torah’s approach
to money matters is not always the same as what
we humans would naturally think. Therefore, just as
a person needs to learn hilchos Shabbos, he must
learn the halachos of Choshen Mishpat.

When Yaakov Avinu left home and traveled to the
house of Lavan, he learned for 14 years in the beis
midrash of Shem v’Ever. Although he had already
been learning for many, many years with his father,
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before he went to Lavan, he needed to learn for
another 14 years under Shem v’Ever. What, asks
the Shem MiShmuel, was he learning there? He was
learning through the entire Seder Nezikin, because he
was about to start working for Lavan and becoming
involved in monetary matters with other people for
the first time. That necessitates learning b’iyun all
the dinim of Shulchan Aruch Choshen Mishpat and
Seder Nezikin.

Indeed, when the Rambam discusses, in Hilchos
Sechirus, how careful a person has to be with other
people’s money, he proves this from Yaakov Avinu.
Yaakov was dealing with the biggest crook, Lavan,
who swindled him so many times, yet nevertheless,
Yaakov says: NJi"1 O'P7K NX1 93 Y11 NXT MY NKX
wnX — | had a hatzalah In what zechus did he
merit a hatzalah? Because Hashem saw that he
was careful with the work of his hands — y'1' nx1
07X NX1 93 — even when he was up against a
crook like Lavan.

The Rambam even calls him Yaakov HaTzaddik —
an unusual expression. Evidently, by being careful
with the money of Lavan, Yaakov earned himself the
title tzaddik, for a real tzaddik is one who is careful
with other people’s property.

The Shulchan Aruch is very strict about an employee
not interrupting his work to attend to anything else.
We see this idea reflected in the foIIowing exchange
between Boaz and his harvesters: 'n 0"Xip7 X"
N 7372 i7 1Nnx"1 0JnY'. The meforshim ask Why
does the passuk have to say, i'7 1NN, they said
to him? Obviously, if he greeted them, they were
addressing him in return!

The Chida explains that had it been any other person
who greeted them, they wouldn’t have answered,
because greeting someone would have taken some
of their attention away from their work for Boaz.
But because Boaz, their employer, was the one
greeting them, they were allowed to respond while
they were working.

Each of us works for parnassah, in an attempt to
build a house of kedushah and hatzlachah. Moshe
Rabbeinu understood that it's impossible to have
hashra’as haShechinah in the Mishkan unless every
penny is handled honestly. When Hakadosh Baruch
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Hu rested His Shechinah in the Mishkan, that was
proof of the integrity with which it was built.

If we want hatzlachah, siyatta d’'Shmaya, and
hashra’as haShechinah in our homes, we must
ensure that every penny is earned honestly.

When the Torah discussed the building of the Beis
HaMikdash, it did not specify where it would be; all
it says is, n 102 WWK OipRn 7X' — the place that
Hashem will choose. Indeed, the Beis HaMikdash
is called the “Beis HaBechirah.” When Klal Yisrael
entered Eretz Yisrael, each of the shevatim wanted
the Beis HaMikdash to be in its portion, but Hashem
said that it could only be in the portion of Binyamin.

Why did Hakadosh Baruch Hu turn down all the other
shevatim? The Midrash says that it was because all
the other shevatim had been involved in the sale of
Yosef HaTzaddik. True, they thought he was chayav
misah, and true, they thought they were doing the
right thing, but at the end of the day, they made a
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mistake, and effectively “stole” Yosef away from
Yaakov Avinu.

Once they were guilty, even once, of geneivah, they
couldn’'t have hashra’as haShechinah in their cheilek.
The Beis HaMikdash had to be built in the cheilek
of Binyamin, who was never involved in gezel. In
this vein, the Midrash expounds the passuk nn'7
inWY 07 TN 100 03121 0D JBTXA to mean,
why do the other shevatim dance and beg for the
Beis HaMikdash to be in their portion? They were
involved in the geneivah of Yosef HaTzaddik, so
Hashem can’t rest His Shechinah on them — only
to Binyamin, who wasn't involved.

May we be zocheh to learn, from the severity with
which the Torah treats the aveirah of chamas
and gezel, to be careful with our every monetary
dealing and verbal commitment. In the zechus of
this integrity, may Hashem have rachmanus on us
and bring a hatzalah to each and every one of us,
as He did for Yaakov Avinu.
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