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PARSHAPREVIEW

BELOW IS AN ENGLISH ADAPTATION OF THIS WEEKS' PARSHA PREVIEW WHICH CAN BE HEARD LIVE EVERY WEDNESDAY AT 2:15 PM

Rav Nosson Tzvi zt”l: Love of Chessed Accentuates Torah Greatness

Rav Nosson Tzvi was a truly amazing person. We
say in davening, NMin 13'P7X 'N 137 ANI 719 1iK2 I
Ton N1nX1 0n — Hashem gave us a Toras chaim
and ahavas chessed. And the Chofetz Chaim wrote
a sefer called Ahavas Chessed, where writes that
the mitzvah of chessed is unique in that it has to
be done with ahavah.

He brings a mashal of a person whose son is getting
married. The person buys his son everything he can
— a watch, clothing, sefarim, a Shas, and more. Even
though the son didn't ask for all this, the father loves
him and buys him anything he can. That's ahavah.

That's the way we have to treat every Yid: with ahavas
chessed, like a son.

Rav Nosson Tzvi was a big talmid chacham, a gadol
baTorah. But his gadlus in Torah came together with
his incredible gadlus in chessed. Even though he was
a big rosh yeshiva — learning Torah, saying shiurim,
giving chaburos — he was a gaon b’chessed. He had
the middah of the Chofetz Chaim — ahavas chessed.

When we were bachurim in the Mir, he made a
chaburah for us. We were a group of four or five,
and every week one bachur said a chaburah on the
sugya. He came to every chaburah, so we had to say
something meaningful. We would stay up all night
preparing the chaburah. He made it a big mechayev
— we were saying a chaburah in front of him.

Then, after everyone in the chaburah got married,
he said, “We're making a new chaburah, a chaburah
of married people.” And he decided that each week
the chaburah would be held in the house of the one
saying the chaburah. So every week our chaburah
of six or seven avreichim went to the house of the
avreich saying the chaburah that week.

Rav Nosson Tzvi made a condition: no food. The
baal habayis doesn’t give any food or drink. No
kugel, no cake, no soda, not even water or cups.
Nothing. Just a table and chairs. Why? Because if
there has to be food, there would be pressure on
the baalas habayis to prepare food. So — no food.
That was the tnai.
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He wanted to create a mechayev for the avreich to
say a chaburah in his house, but he used chochmah
to ensure that there would not be pressure on his
wife. And Rav Nosson Tzvi would come to each
house for the chaburah, which made it chashuv.

That was his ahavas chessed.

The Chofetz Chaim also wrote the Mishnah Berurah.
Why did he write it? Not for his own shteiging, but
for chessed. He said, Klal Yisrael needs the Mishnah
Berurah, to know the halachos.

Other people write sefarim for their shteiging, which
is also good, but he wrote it for Klal Yisrael. The
Mishnah Berurah is an expression of ahavas chessed,
so it was accepted in a remarkable manner.

It says in Ahavas Chessed that if we do chessed,
Hashem also does chessed for us. Rav Nosson Tzvi
had incredible siyatta d’'Shmaya, adding buildings
to the Mir and drawing thousands of talmidim,
because Hashem says: “You do chessed, I'll do
chessed for you.”

The Gemara (Rosh Hashanah 18) relates that Abaye
and Rava descended from Beis Eili, who were cursed
that they would not live long. But Torah and chessed
remove the klalah, so Abaye lived sixty years, while
Rava lived forty years. Why the difference? The
Gemara answers that Rava was osek in Torah, while
Abaye was osek in Torah and chessed.

The Chofetz Chaim, in Ahavas Chessed, asks: If the
Gemara is referring to chessed that could not have
been done by others, then certainly Rava also did
that kind of chessed, since the rule is that a person
must stop learning Torah to do such a chessed. But if
it is referring to chessed that could have been done
by others, then Abaye, too, would not have done it
at the cost of his limud haTorah. So what difference
was there between Abaye and Rava?

The Chofetz Chaim answers with a davar nora. He
says that Abaye, in his greatness, innovated new
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chassadim, which made them inherently things
that others could not do. But he felt that since he
was known for his greatness in chessed, he was
obligated to innovate these new chassadim. Rava,
on the other hand, did chassadim for which there
was an existing need that others could not do, but
felt that he shouldn’t take time from learning to
innovate new chassadim.Hashem paskened like
Abaye, as we see from the fact that He gave him
twenty more years of life to compensate him for all
time he spent doing chessed.

When | became a chassan, Rav Nosson Tzvi
approached me and asked, “Where are you going
to live?” He came to me — | didn't come to him.

| said, “I don't know.”

He said, “Let's go look for a dirah.” So he and | went
during bein hasedarim for the next week or two
or three to look for diros, and we found this dirah,
baruch Hashem. Rav Nosson Tzvi came to my dirah
many times; he used to learn with me in my dirah.

His chessed was unbelievable. | didn't come to him
and say that | had nowhere to live; he asked me!
Everything he did was with a lev tov, a big heart,
a pure heart, with hislahavus. He helped all the
bachurim in yeshiva, in different ways.

Indeed, the Chofetz Chaim teaches in Ahavas
Chessed that you have to run to do chessed, to be
rodef chessed.

Rav Nosson Tzvi had a rebbi, Rav Chaim Kamil — asei
lecha rav. He came to Eretz Yisrael as a teenager,
and Reb Leizer Yudel gave him a rebbi, Rav Chaim
Kamil. He stayed with this rebbi for much of his life,
until Rav Chaim passed away.

Rav Nosson Tzvi said that a person has a choice
to choose a rebbi, and whoever he chooses will be
his rebbi even in Olam Haba. Rav Leizer Yudel, his
great-uncle and grandfather by marriage, said, “I'm
choosing Rav Chaim Brisker.” That was his rebbi.
And Rav Nosson Tzvi said, “I'm choosing Rav Chaim
Kamil.”

And he did everything according to what Rav Chaim
Kamil said. Even after he became rosh yeshiva, he
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continued to consult with him and wouldn't make
a move without him.

Rav Nosson Tzvi ran my shidduch, and even then,
he asked Rav Chaim Kamil for guidance on when
and where the meetings should take place, and
various other details. Rav Kamil would tell him how
to do everything.

When Rav Nosson Tzvi wanted to open the Mir
yeshiva in Brachfeld, he was already sick, and his
family told him, “You can't do this! You can't move!”
But how could they stop him? They decided to ask
Rav Chaim Kamil to tell him no, and Rav Chaim
Kamil agreed. But the night before he was going
to do that, he had a dream in which the alter rosh
yeshiva came to him and told him, “Don’t say no.”
So he didn't.

We have to learn a lesson from Rav Nosson Tzvi in
Torah and chessed — to care for whoever you can
around you and help them. They don't have to ask
you for help. Look around and see how you can
help people.

That’s how Rav Nosson Tzvi became a big gadol
baTorah — he had ahavas chessed, and Hashem
helped him, middah k'neged middah, because he
did chessed.

He helped me a lot, all my life, and | am grateful to
him for everything. So much of what | have is his.

Hashem should help that he should be a meilitz
yosher for all the talmidim, and we should follow
his derech. Hashem should send everyone all the
yeshuos, amen.
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