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PARSHAPREVIEW

BELOW IS AN ENGLISH ADAPTATION OF THIS WEEKS' PARSHA PREVIEW WHICH CAN BE HEARD LIVE EVERY WEDNESDAY AT 2:15 PM

Two Forms of Hoda’ah, or One?

In this week’s parshah we have the story of Yehudah
and Tamar. Chazal note that Yehudah's declaration of
NN NPTX is the source of the berachah that Yaakov
Avinu gave him in Parshas Vayechi: J17Ti* nax nTin?
J'ni. His admission of culpability was so momentous
that, as Chazal teach, Klal Yisrael are called “Yehudim”
because of it.

The Midrash also teaches that Leah took hold of the
“pelech” — the profession — of hoda’ah, by thanking
Hashem with the words n nX nTiXk OY9N’, and therefore,
baalei hoda'ah came out of her.

These two concepts, the hoda’ah (admission) of Yehudah
and the hoda’ah (gratitude) of Leah, are interconnected
in the words of Chazal. This is confusing, since these
are two very different things: Leah praised Hashem,
while Yehudah admitted that he had done something
wrong, and that Tamar had conceived from him.

An insight of the Alter of Kelm (Chochmah U’'Mussar 2)
can help shed light on the matter. In his first maamar
on tefillah he explains why the Torah refers to tefillah
as avodah, when tefillah would seem to be a shopping
list of requests. Olam Hazeh, he says, appears to be
a world of cause and effect, where we don’t see the
Eibishter. The purpose of tefillah is to serve Hashem,
which means recognizing that He does everything, and
really there is no such thing as cause and effect.

Serving Hashem — avodah — means standing in front
of Him and declaring, “No, everything is from You.”
The way we express that, says the Alter of Kelm, is by
coming to the Eibishter with a shopping list and saying,
“Everything | need, | need from You.” That's our way of
demonstrating our total dependence on the Eibishter,
and affirming that the world doesn't work with cause
and effect; it works because of Him.

The famous Ramban at the end of Parshas Bo, in which
he explains that the major nissim teach us the nature of
the smaller nissim in our lives, prefaces that statement
with the following idea:

N11NNAJ N'7P N1XNA AT 1N (X'N "D Ni1ax) 1NnK 731971
JP7X7 102 NTIN OTX NYW 7J1W, TXN NN NITINN [710W
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NNT,1IX0 XINW 17K DT 1I7P7KA 'RANKIW NIXNN 73 NINJI
7P 1'K1,NITWXIN NNXT INK OVU0 137 "KW 071X NI
JONAW P77 DT OTXA VT'W TA7N0 0'1NNN2A YIN 177V
N'79N N1JT1 N1'0IIN TNANINITNT79N2 71P0 NINNIN NINIT
OXJAW 7P7 1T 1XAPNT 01PN OTX 1727 'n'w 107,000
1INIX N1 17797 1NAKT AT 1N0197 OXTXNNL.

The Ramban quotes Chazal’s directive in Pirkei Avos
(2:1) that we should be as careful with an easy mitzvah
as with a mitzvah chamurah. Why? Because they're all
beloved, since through all of them we are modeh to
Hashem that He created us, which is the very purpose
of creation. Indeed, he says, the Eibishter wants only
one thing from us: that we should know that He created
us and praise Him for it. This, he adds, is the reason
we daven and the reason we gather in shuls for tefillah
b'tzibbur: so that we should praise Hakadosh Baruch Hu
for creating us and declare that we are His creations.

While the various mitzvos may differ in their degrees
of severity and the respective punishments attached to
them, essentially, they serve the same purpose. They
are all vehicles for proclaiming, 137ni1x 7'n1MA. In that
sense, there’s no difference between them.

What is the meaning of the Ramban’s statement that the
purpose of all davening, and all shuls, is that we should
gather and declare that we are Hashem’s creations?
Is that really our entire avodah and the goal of all the
mitzvos?

We can understand this through the above insight of
the Alter of Kelm. Hakadosh Baruch Hu placed us into
Olam Hazeh, into this world of cause and effect where
we don't see the Eibishter, and our job is to be able to
step out of that cause-and-effect mindset and recognize
that it's really all the Eibishter. That'’s called “serving
Hashem,” and that explains why tefillah is called avodah.

To be an eved Hashem means to recognize that everything
is from the Eibishter. Hakadosh Baruch Hu put us in a
place where He's hidden — the word olam, world, comes
from the same root as he’elem, concealed — and we
have to work to find Him. Tefillah is the mechanism by
which do that, because when we daven, we are essentially
declaring, “We are Your creations.” And that’s the whole
purpose of our existence.
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PARSHAPREVIEW

BELOW IS AN ENGLISH ADAPTATION OF THIS WEEKS' PARSHA PREVIEW WHICH CAN BE HEARD LIVE EVERY WEDNESDAY AT 2:15 PM

Why does our whole avodah center around declaring
that we are Hashem'’s creations?

If a person denies that there's a Creator, he’s a free
man. But if he proclaims that there is a Creator, and
that we are His creations, that means he is admitting
that there’s a purpose to the world, and to his creation.
All of our avodah flows from that.

A person’s job in this world, then, is to be modeh to
Hashem. The Pachad Yitzchak draws a beautiful
parallel between the two meanings of the word hoda’ah:
admission, in the sense of hoda’as baal din, and praise
or thanks. The Gemara says, in Bava Metzia, that in
order for a declaration to be considered “hoda’ah” it
has to be something that the person is able to deny,
but he chooses to admit.

When we praise Hakadosh Baruch Hu, what we are
really doing is admitting that there’s an Eibishter. As
the Alter said, we live in a world of cause and effect,
of he’elam, and a person could easily deny Hakadosh
Baruch Hu'’s existence. He could be a kofer. To be modeh
means that even though we could deny that there’s an
Eibishter, we choose to admit that He exists. That'’s
hoda’ah. Admitting that there’s Hakadosh Baruch Hu
and praising Him are the same thing.

In the above passage, the Ramban uses variations of
the term hoda’ah numerous times:

N11INNAJ N'7P N1XNA AT N (KN 2D N1AK) 1NNK 31971
JP7X7 N2 NTIN OTX NYW 7J2W , TXN NN NITINN | 71JW
NNT,1IK0] KINW 17X NTI31137P'78A ['"RANIW NIXAN 73 N3N
7P 1'K1,NITWXIN NNIX1 INK OVU0 137 "KW 071X NI
JONQW 1P7X7 DT OTXN VT'W TA70 01NNN2A YIN 177V
N'79N N1JT N1'0IIN TNANINITNI79N2 71P0 NINNIN NINIT
OXMAW 77 1TTIM 1XAPNT 01PN OTX 1JA7 00w 10,0700
1INIX TN 1197 1MNKTT AT 1N019M OXXNNIL.

Does he mean to praise, or to admit? Both; the two
are one and the same. Praising the Eibishter means
admitting that there’s an Eibishter.

The essence of Yehudah is hoda’ah, admission. Leah,
too, took the approach of hoda’ah, giving thanks to
Hakadosh Baruch Hu — but the ability to say nTix OVgn
n N’ is rooted in the ability to admit to something that
could theoretically be denied: 10n NPTY.

A person who can't admit his culpability and say njpTX
JNN is a person who lives in denial of the truth. Such
a person can't acknowledge Hakadosh Baruch Hu's
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sovereignty because he is not capable of admitting the
truth. Conversely, when a person exercises the muscle
of admitting something that he could deny, he is building
the trait of hoda’ah whose ultimate expression is praise
of Hakadosh Baruch Hu.

In the berachos Moshe gave before his passing, he
said, nTIN' 7ip ‘N ynu. Chazal say that this refers to
the shirah of Dovid Hamelech. But what does that have
to do with Yehudah’s voice? True, Yehudah didn’t sing,
but he expressed a form of shirah when he admitted
something that wasn’t obvious. And admitting something
that is concealed and that a person is not compelled to
acknowledge is the basis of recognizing the Eibishter
through hoda’ah.

We can now understand why the central theme of
Chanukah is hallel v’hoda’ah. Yavan's worldview centered
around nature, leaving no place for the Eibishter’s
existence. In that ideology, the world is a place of
cause and effect, and all the science and philosophy
of Yavan is devoted to filling the vacuum left by the
supposed absence of a Creator. In their view, everything
is measurable by chemistry and biology and physics. In
that sense, Yavan is represented by darkness — quni
Oinn 19 7V — and they are described in the Midrash
as having darkened the eyes of Klal Yisrael with their
decrees.

Yavan's darkness made it difficult to see the Eibishter in
the briyah, and our victory over Yavan is the hoda’ah of
1INIX 7'N1MA. This is the battleground between Yavan
and Klal Yisrael.

Hallel v’hoda’ah means that we say to the Eibishter,
“We are your creations” — which means that there is
G-dliness in the world. When we admit that there’s an
Eibishter, and therefore praise Him, we are vanquishing
Yavan and all that it stands for.

A freilichen Chanukah.

This week’s Bishvilei Haparsha is
sponsored by:
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