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PARSHAPREVIEW
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BELOW IS AN ENGLISH ADAPTATION OF THIS WEEKS' PARSHA PREVIEW WHICH CAN BE HEARD LIVE EVERY WEDNESDAY AT 2:15 PM

No One Loses from Vitur

The Midrash says, in this week’s parshah: 779 noon nx?7
n'TIn. Leah took the approach of hodayah, and she was
therefore zocheh to have children who personified this
middah of hodayah, such as Yehudah, about whom the
passuk says, NN NPTX 1K' NTIN' 1371; Dovid, who said,
iTon O7iv7 1321013 'N717Tin; and Daniel, who said, n'7x 717
NIX NAWDT XTINN "N,

The Midrash continues: np'nw 779 nogn 7n1. Rochel
took the approach of shtikah — keeping quiet — and she
was zocheh that her children were 1"1"00n "7u2, they
keep things quiet. For instance, Binyamin’s stone on the
choshen was yoshfeh, which can be read as yesh peh.
Chazal explain that he knew about the sale of Yosef but
he did not tell anyone about it. Similarly, the passuk says
about Shaul, 17 T X7 n317n0 127 N, and about Esther,
ARY NX1 ANT7IN DTN MNOX I'X.

Yet we have to understand what exactly was Rochel’s
middah of shtikah. The Gemara, in Bava Basra, describes
Rochel’s middah as that of tzniyus. The question is, where
do we see Rochel’s tzniyus?

The Midrash goes on to say that when Torah says,131"1
7N Nx 07K, it is referring to the zechus of Rochel’s
silence when she was supposed to marry Yaakov and
Leah married him instead.

It would seem to be the opposite — on that occasion she
spoke up, by giving Leah the simanim! Why was this act
of hers referred to as shtikah?

On a simple level, the Midrash is conveying that Rochel
didn’t tell Yaakov; that was her shtikah. But we can
understand the gadlus of Rochel’s vitur on a deeper level
as well.

Rochel had waited seven years to marry Yaakov, and at
the last moment her father gave Leah to him instead of
her. Not only was she losing the marriage, she was also
losing the spiritual opportunity to produce the Shivtei Kah,
the eternal merit of giving birth to the shevatim. And she
would have to marry Eisav instead.

Later in the parshah the Torah tells us that Reuven brought
his mother the duda’im, which were had a special segulah
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for having children, and when Rochel saw that Leah had
these duda’im, she requested that Leah give some to her.
Leah's response was, NX 01 NNP71 WK NX JANEI OYUNDD
11 'XT1T — not only did you take away my husband, you
also want to take away the duda’'im my son brought me?

This passuk is very hard to understand. What did Leah
mean when she accused Rochel of taking away her
husband? The truth was the opposite —Yaakov was
really supposed to marry Rochel, and Rochel gave away
her husband to Leah by giving her the simanim. So how
could Leah say this?

The mefarshim explain that we see here another dimension
of Rochel’s vitur for Leah.

The Daas Zekeinim says that the simanim were the mitzvos
of awoman: the halachos of taharah, challah, and hadlakas
haner. The siman between Yaakov and Rochel was that
if she would know these halachos, he would know that
she was the right one. Rochel taught these halachos to
Leah, telling her that if she would marry Yaakov, she would
have to know these halachos — but she never told her that
these were the special simanim that Yaakov had arranged
with her. Such was Rochel’s level of vitur, of shtikah. She
gave Leah the simanim with tzniyus, with discretion. That
is what Chazal mean when they say that Rochel had the
middah of shtikah and the middah of tzniyus.

Immediately afterwards, the Torah states that Hashem
remembered Rochel, and Rashi explains that He
remembered that she had given the simanim to her sister. In
that merit, she was zocheh to a child:ann nx o'p'7x Nn91
. She wasn’t actually able to have children, but Hashem
listened to her tefillah in the zechus of the simanim she
gave over.

R’ Eliyahu Baruch explains (as recorded in his sefer),
citing the Sfas Emes, why Rochel was zocheh to a child
specifically when Leah said, "W'x nx jnn{ vun. At this
point the tremendous level of Rochel’s vitur became
apparent, for we see that she gave the simanim to Leah
in such a way that even Leah did not realize that she was
doing this. For this level of vitur, she was zocheh to a child.
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Chazal tell us that the tefillos of Klal Yisrael, when they
are suffering, are accepted in the zechus of Rochel. And
we find in several other places that Rochel was zocheh
to great things because of her tremendous vitur.

A long Midrash at the beginning of Eichah teaches that
at the time of churban Beis Hamikdash, all the Avos and
Imahos, and Moshe Rabbeinu, beseeched Hashem to
spare Klal Yisrael, but Hashem only accepted the tefillah of
Rochel, who argued that she had been mevater and brought
a tzarah into her house, so Hashem should overlook the
tzarah that Klal Yisrael had brought into His house — the
avodah zarah — and save Klal Yisrael. Hashem responded,
In7Y97 1Jw w, and indeed spared Klal Yisrael in the
zechus of Rochel’s vatranus. The same occurred at the
time of Mordechai and Esther.

We see, then, that Rochel’s vatranus serves as Klal Yisrael’s
main zechus for leaving galus and being saved.

The Gaon writes that the main place of hashra’as
haShechinah today, for tefillah, is Kever Rochel.

Chazal also tells us also that Rochel received the title of
akeres habayis, meaning that she was the mainstay of the
house, even though Leah bore most of the shevatim. The
Midrash also tells us that all of Klal Yisrael are considered
descendants of Rochel:

7N NNW 7y 7KW 1IKAPI 13797 7012 017N 0MN2ATAW 197
N2 7V nJan.

We're also referred to as her son’s descendants:

NMIXW NIKAX N PINTT7IKAMNIT NI O0W 7V X7K NNW 7V X7
o1

And we are even considered her grandson’s descendants:
09X 17127120 N1 |2 O0W7 X7X N1 O0WY7 X71.

Furthermore, the Gemara in Berachos says that if someone
doesn’t want to be subject to ayin hara, he should declare,
“I am from the descendants of Yosef, over whom ayin hara
had no power.” Technically we may not all be descendants
of Yosef, but we see from the Gemara that every Yid is
nevertheless considered a child of Yosef, who came
from Rochel.

Interestingly, we find that Leah was also mevater. When
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she was expecting Dina, she was afraid that if she would
have a boy, Rochel would have fewer shevatim than
Bilhah and Zilpah, and she would be less prolific than
the maidservants. To spare Rochel from this bushah, she
davened to Hashem that her child should be a girl, and
Hashem indeed transformed the baby into a female, Dinah.

We might have thought that Leah would have lost out from
this, but in Novardhok they pointed out that she ultimately
gained from it, since Osnas, who was the daughter of
Dinah, later married Yosef and gave birth to Ephraim and
Menashe, who were shevatim on the level of Reuven and
Shimon. So instead of bearing one male child, two ended
up coming out of her, in the form of the two shevatim
who descended from her.

The Torah elaborates in these parshiyos about the Avos
and Imahos to teach us to emulate their behavior and
develop the exemplary middos that we inherit from them.
Avraham’s outstanding middah was chessed, Yitzchak’s
was din and avodah, and Yaakov’s was emes and Torah.
In this parshah we learn from the hodayah of Leah and
the vitur of Rochel.

I heard in the name of R’ Aharon Kotler that just as Yaakov
Avinu was zocheh to Torah, Rochel, who was the mainstay
of the house, is the one who preserves that Torah. We,
too, can be zocheh to Torah if we use our speech properly,
by embracing the shtikah of Rochel.

R’ Aharon Leib Shteinman is quoted as saying that in his
entire lifetime, he never saw a person who lost out from
being mevater.

We can be mevater even if we are a hundred percent
right. This is relevant in our homes, in yeshiva, in shul,
and at work. We always have the opportunity to employ
the middos we inherited from our avos hakedoshim. We
should be zocheh to follow in their path.

This week’s Bishvilei Haparsha is
sponsored by:

Upscale Graphics LLC
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