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PARSHAPREVIEW

BELOW IS AN ENGLISH ADAPTATION OF THIS WEEKS' PARSHA PREVIEW WHICH CAN BE HEARD LIVE EVERY WEDNESDAY AT 2:15 PM

Hashem Is There

The Torah gives us a mitzvah to remember forever
the story of Amalek: p'7ny 717 nwy WWX NX 1iJT.
The Yalkut Shimoni observes that it can’t be that
the Torah wants us to remember the evil of Amalek
long after Amalek is gone, so what is this mitzvah
of remembering the incident with Amalek?

To answer this question, the Yalkut Shimoni cites
a mashal from Pirkei d’'Rabbi Eliezer. A king had
an orchard, and when someone walked in without
permission, the king’s big dog attacked the person.
Later, when the king wanted to remind this person
not to enter his orchard without permission again,
he didn’t refer explicitly to the fact that he had
trespassed in the orchard, but merely reminded
him about that big dog.

Similarly, says the Yalkut, Klal Yisrael did an aveirah
that caused Amalek to come, and to remind them of
this series of events, Hashem politely says, nx 1iJ1
P'7nY 77 nwy WK. His goal is for us to remember
that the dog — Amalek — came upon us because
we did something wrong.

But what did we do wrong? Why did we deserve to
have this dog come upon us?

In Parshas Beshalach, on the passuk of p7ny ka7,
Rashi explains that immediately before this story
of Amalek, Klal Yisrael complained, 13272 'n W'
'k OX. They wondered, “Does Hashem really look
after us? We don’t feel that he’s looking after us
and protecting us.” To this, Hashem responded,
“03J3737X 737 1n1tn1 O3'1'2 IX T'NN — I'm always
there with you, and I’'m always available for you
to daven to Me and turn to Me, yet you don’t see
Me? You don't recognize Me, and you say, 'n W
'K OX 13271927 I'm going to unleash the dog.” That’s
when Amalek came.

The purpose of Amalek coming was so that we
should realize that Hashem is with us and that
He is looking after us, He protects us, and He is
always available for us, so we can daven to Him
at all times.

We learned this lesson when, during Amalek’s attack,

Moshe Rabbeinu raised his hands to Shamayim, and’
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as long as his hands were raised, Klal Yisrael were
victorious against Amalek, because we davened,
but when he lowered his hands, and we stopped
davening, Amalek grew stronger. That was the
purpose of the whole incident with Amalek — to
get us to daven and to realize that 1727p2 'n W' —
Hashem is there and He is 331X 737 [nitn; all
you need to do is turn to Him and daven.

We find this same idea in the Purim story. Chazal
tell us that Klal Yisrael were punished because
they went Achashveirosh’s feast and enjoyed it.
R' Yonasan Eibeshutz, in Ya'aros Devash, explains
that this doesn't mean they ate treif; rather, they
went to take part in Achashveirosh’s festivities, in
which he celebrated *1' 0XV1 'n3: He doesn’t know
Hashem and he’s not interested in Hashem. When
Klal Yisrael attended this party, they identified with
his outlook of not needing Hashem, so what did
Hashem do? He brought the tzarah of Haman, which
caused Klal Yisrael to turn to Hakadosh Baruch Hu.

We find in the midrashim that Mordechai turned
to Hashem and davened, Esther turned to Hashem
and davened, and all the children who were with
Mordechai also davened. Furthermore, Mordechai
is described in the Megillah as "ynw 127'%* 123710
W' 12, and the Gemara (Megillah 12b) explalns
that this doesn’'t mean his father was called Ya'ir
and his grandfather was called Shim’i and his
great-grandfather was called Kish; rather, each of
these names is a description of Mordechai himself.
The implication of “ben Ya'ir” is 7w On"'w "KW
IN'79n21 7x1w1. The implication of “ben Shim’i” is
that Hakadosh Baruch Hu listened to his tefillos:
N79n 78 yvnww. And the implication of “ben Kish”
is that he knocked on the doors of tefillah: wpnw
17 1NNY11 O'NNY "YW 7V.

The entire Purim story involves a yeshuah that came
about through tefillah. Indeed, the Gemara (Megillah
11a) says that when the Amoraim discussed the
story of Purim they quoted the passuk in the Torah
where Hakadosh Baruch Hu says, "W 717210 13
17X 1IXP 732 137P7K NI 17N 0P OPTX 17 —
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Hakadosh Baruch Hu is available for us regarding
any subject and at any time. You can always turn
to Hashem, and He’'ll answer your tefillah.

The Rambam writes, in Sefer Hamitzvos, that the
purpose of Purim and all the mitzvos that we do on
Purim is for this goal: nnxwWw O'xan NIN1T7 Y TINY
O'P7X 17 TWX 7171 111 "N 73 211102 1JN020W NN
17X 1IXP 732 137p7K '3 17K O'21Mp — to show
that Hakadosh Baruch Hu’s promise to always be
there for us when we call out to Him, however dire
the straits might be, is true. A person might feel
engulfed with his tzarah and stresses, but Hakadosh
Baruch Hu is always available.

Whenever we reach a stage in life when, chas
v'shalom, we encounter an Amalek, that Amalek was
sent because we asked: 17272 'n Wp — we didn’t
daven with kavanah, or with the correct amount of
feeling. If, however, we daven with an appreciation
that Hakadosh Baruch Hu is there at all times and
He will answer tefillos on any subject we want, then
we have no need for any Amalek or any problems,
because we're davening anyway; the purpose of the
tzarah is only to encourage us to turn to Hakadosh
Baruch Hu in tefillah.

Rav Pincus tells the story of a doctor who was
working in a hospital that generally staffed a certain
number of doctors on the night shift. One particular
night, one of the doctors wasn't available, and the
manager of the hospital said, “Okay, we’ll manage
with one doctor less.” But when the night shift
began, another doctor called in sick, and in the end,
one doctor found himself responsible for an entire
ward. But the person in charge told him, “You are
responsible for all the rooms and patients tonight,
but if you have any problems, call me.”
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As the night progressed, there was an emergency
in one room, and while the doctor was sorting it
out, he was called to a second room, where a life-
threatening situation had developed. As he was
running back and forth from one room to the other,
sweating away while drawing upon all his medical
expertise to save the lives of these two patients,
an alarm rang from a third room. He couldn’t even
get to that room, since he was too busy with the
first two rooms, and the fellow in the third room
unfortunately died. When he was sued for not taking
care of that patient, he explained that he was running
from one room to another and working hard to take
care of other patients, so nothing more could be
expected of him. “I did nothing wrong!” he declared.

The court disagreed, however. “You did do something
wrong,” the judge ruled, “because you were given
instructions that if you have any problems, or you
are overwhelmed, you should call call the fellow
in charge and he’ll come in and help you.”

That's the issue Hakadosh Baruch Hu has with us.
If we have a problem, He doesn’t expect us to run
around trying to solve it ourselves, nor does He
want us to have a hard life. If things are difficult,
He wants us to call! He's available for all our needs!

May Hakadosh Baruch Hu bentch us that life should
be good for each and every one of us, and we should
nevertheless daven properly, with feeling and with
our whole mind and heart. This way, we should not
need tzaros to encourage us to turn to Hakadosh
Baruch Hu; we shouldn’t need to see the big dog.

Every year, the hashpa’os of the season return,
and at the time of Parshas Zachor and Purim, as
Hakadosh Baruch Hu promised us in the Torah, He
answers all our tefillos: 0'p7x 17 WX 717210 13
17X 1IXP 732 13'P7K NI 17X 00y,
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