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PARSHAPREVIEW

BELOW IS AN ENGLISH ADAPTATION OF THIS WEEKS' PARSHA PREVIEW WHICH CAN BE HEARD LIVE EVERY WEDNESDAY AT 2:15 PM

How to Gain His'chadshus

This week we read Parshas Hachodesh, the last
of the four parshiyos. What is the message of
this parshah, and what are we meant to take
from the progression of the four parshiyos?

Let’s start with Parshas Shekalim. What is the
significance of shekalim, and how is it relevant
to us, in the absence of a Beis Hamikdash? |
believe it is the Chasam Sofer who gives this
explanation, based on the Gemara’s statement
in Megillah that since Hakadosh Baruch Hu knew
that Haman would offer 10,000 kikar kesef to
annihilate Klal Yisrael, He ensured that this would
be preceded by the shekalim of Klal Yisrael, about
which an announcement was made already on
Rosh Chodesh Adar.

But which shekalim are we talking about? The
shekalim of the Mishkan were not collected
beginning on Rosh Chodesh Adar; this Rosh
Chodesh Adar announcement was made only
after Klal Yisrael were in Eretz Yisrael, with the
Beis Hamikdash. If we're talking about the time
of Haman, the Purim story happened during the
period of Galus Bavel, when there was no Beis
Hamikdash, so no announcement about shekalim
was made.

The Chasam Sofer explains that the Gemara’s
mention of the shekalim that preceded Haman'’s
gezeirah refers to the shekalim we read about
during the Krias HaTorah of Parshas Shekalim,
which represents Klal Yisrael’s yearning to have
the zechus to bring these shekalim. That’s
what is supposed to be our kavanah when we
hear Parshas Shekalim: “Oy, if we only had the
Beis Hamikdash! If we only had the zechus to
participate in the korbanos tzibbur!”

So now we understand that Parshas Shekalim
is a chizuk for us, as it highlights what we are
missing and arouses our yearning for the geulah.

After that comes Parshas Zachor, about which we
have a drashah that there’s a chiyuv of zechirah
b’peh. There’s a machlokes whether this has to
be done specifically from the sefer Torah and
specifically b’tzibbur, but the sequence is very
understandable: Parshas Zachor is read right
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before Purim.

Chazal instituted that this is followed by Parshas
Parah. The Gemara teaches, at the end of
Menachos, regarding the words n'7ui n1in Nk{,
that a person who learns about the korban olah
is considered to have brought the korban olah,
and the same with regard to the other korbanos
as well. R' Yosef Chaim Sonnenfeld noted that
this applies to learning about the korbanos
that are offered on the mizbeiach — an olah,
a chatas, a shelamim; through our yegiah and
our yearning, we can connect as if we brought a
korban. This doesn’t apply to the parah adumabh,
however, because even if we learn about it and
it's considered as though we offered it, we still
don't have the taharah that it confers. We don’t
have its ashes, and we're still tamei meis. If
so, when we hear Parshas Parah, we should
contemplate that while the Eibishter gave us a
substitute for all the korbanos, we still want the
taharah of the parah adumah.

What are we meant to think about when we read
Parshas Hachodesh? For that matter, why do
we need Parshas Hachodesh at all, considering
that we still have Rosh Chodesh Nissan? True,
nowadays we are mekadesh the chodesh through
calculations, not through witnesses, but what
are we missing today that Parshas Hachodesh
comes to represent?

The Baalei Mussar and the Sifrei Chassidus note
that the phrase O03J7 n¥n WTNn seems like an
odd way to introduce the mitzvah of kiddush
hachodesh. Shouldn’t this mitzvah have been
presented as acommandment — WTINN NX WTPN
1INnT], for instance? What is meant by ntn wTnn
03J'7? They answer is that with this wording, the
Torah is conveying to us that we have the koach
of his’chadshus. We have the power to break out
of what was yesterday, change the old routine,
and experience a new beginning.

The Sfas Emes sees a beautiful allusion to the
progression from Parshas Parah to Parshas
Hachodesh in the passuk 0'p7x 7 X712 11NV 17
1712 WTN 1133 nint: First comes taharah, and
afterwards comes the his’chadshus.
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PARSHAPREVIEW

BELOW IS AN ENGLISH ADAPTATION OF THIS WEEKS' PARSHA PREVIEW WHICH CAN BE HEARD LIVE EVERY WEDNESDAY AT 2:15 PM

Parshas Hachodesh begins as follows:

WTNN .ANK7 O0XN YIXA DX 7K W 7K N InKtl
MWD WTN7 077 NN JIWXY O'WTH WK OJ7 N,

The Torah is telling us that it's not enough to
remember Yetzias Mitzrayim in Shacharis and
Maariv; when you refer to the months of the year,
Nissan — the month when we left Mitzrayim — is
always the first. The Torah continues:

NP1 N WTN7 YWY NK7 7KW NTY 73 71127
Nn"A7 N naxX N7 nw WK On7.

The primary point of Parshas Hachodesh has
really ended, but within this same passage, the
Torah commands us about bringing the korban
Pesach. Why does the korban Pesach come
together with Parshas Hachodesh? Shouldn't it
be its own parshah?

In Michtav Mei’Eliyahu, Rav Dessler offers a
beautiful insight. The Midrash relates that Hashem
declared to Moshe Rabbeinu, 1'&X1" 78w 'K 77N
ON''UY7 O0"MXN "N7X NIXK 10NW'w TV [x3n — | will
not take Klal Yisrael out of Mitzrayim until they
slaughter the Egyptian avodah zarah before their
eyes. That will make them worthy of the geulah.

Rav Dessler observes that we, too, want the
geulah — and wanting it is also a madreigah
— but before we can be zocheh to cheirus and
his’chadshus, you have to figuratively slaughter
the avodah zarah of the nations, and not in an
apologetic way; it has to be done in front of their
eyes. The avodah zarah in those days was a
sheep — the mazel taleh. If we want to experience
his’chadshus today, the only way we can achieve
that is by first eliminating the avodah zarah of
the outside influences that have turned us into a
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product of our society. Only when those external
value systems have been taken away can we be
zocheh to Parshas Hachodesh, and that is why
this topic finishes not with 0J7 n¥a WTNN, but
with the slaughtering of avodah zarah and the
yetzer hara.

As Pesach approaches, let us think to ourselves:
What is our Pesach supposed to look like?
What did it look like at the time when the Beis
Hamikdash was standing and all of Klal Yisrael
came to Yerushalayim?

| can guarantee you that as beautiful as
Yerushalayim was, the standards back then were
not those of the Waldorf. Still, you had a million
people coming, and they all had to eat the korban
Pesach within the walls of Yerushalayim. Chazal
tell us that no one ever complained about lack of
place to sleep in Yerushalayim, which indicates
that there could have been such a possibility; in
physical terms, | don’t know how easy it was to find
place in Yerushalayim. In terms of the closeness
we achieved to the Eibishter, though, we were
zocheh to eat a k'zayis of korban Pesach and to
eat a korech with matzah and maror, fulfilling the
ratzon of Hakadosh Baruch Hu with kedushah
and taharah, and that feeling of elevation was
worth more than all the gashmiyus that we can
think of. This is the real korban Pesach, the real
mitzvas hayom.

So Parshas Hachodesh is not about astronomy,
or about the calendar. Rather, it tells us that we
are the baalei batim on zman, and we have the
power of his’chadshus. If we want his’chadshus,
though, we have to slaughter the avodah zarah of
all the outside influences, and not in a concealed
way.

We should be zocheh to be makriv the korban
Pesach 137n'2 nnnnal
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