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PARSHAPREVIEW

BELOW IS AN ENGLISH ADAPTATION OF THIS WEEKS' PARSHA PREVIEW WHICH CAN BE HEARD LIVE EVERY WEDNESDAY AT 2:15 PM

Tapping into the Power of Pesach

Leil Haseder is an awesome night. The Zohar Hakadosh
tells us that Hakadosh Baruch Hu and all the malachim
are listening to Klal Yisrael as they recite the Haggadah
and retell all the nissim v’'niflaos that happened at the
time of Yetzias Mitzrayim. Actually, the awesomeness
of the night didn’t begin with Yetzias Mitzrayim; the
Targum Yonasan relates that when Yitzchak Avinu
wanted to give Eisav the berachos, he summoned him
on the fourteenth of Nissan and 'X'7'V 1"T X'7'7 X M2
N2 1'NNYNN 1770 XX KN'7Y 11xn'7 ]1n3un — "My
son, all the malachim are praising Hakadosh Baruch
Hu, and the treasure houses of shefa are opened up
on this night.”

The awesomeness of this night wasn’t lost on Pharaoh.
As the Haggadah states, n1'Jw "7 11 7172 X11n2 —
Hakadosh Baruch Hu revealed Himself at that time in
a unique way, to the point that even Pharaoh realized
that 11270 Tiv 1'% 0750 X0 'n. From the sixth makkah,
Hakadosh Baruch Hu had hardened Pharaoh’s heart,
but for the tenth makkah, it seems, He didn’t harden
his heart, so he was willing to let Klal Yisrael out.

Rav Wolbe explains this based on the following insight
of the Ramban. At the time of the sixth makkah, Pharaoh
was ready to free Klal Yisrael ee because he was
suffering from the makkos — not because Hakadosh
Baruch Hu had told him that he should let them go.
Hakadosh Baruch Hu therefore hardened his heart so
he could bear the punishment. At the time of the tenth
makkah, however, even Pharaoh, stubborn as we was,
recognized that there’s nothing besides Hakadosh
Baruch Hu, and he was willing to let Klal Yisrael go
free because Hakadosh Baruch Hu said so.

We know from the Ramchal that any time in history
that there was a Divine revelation that involved the
opening of spiritual treasure houses, when we revisit
that day of the year Klal Yisrael is able to access and
experience that shefa. In this vein, the Ohr Hachaim
observes that the passuk O0"1xnn OX'Xin 7y is worded
in the present tense, |nd|cat|ng that Hakadosh Baruch
Hu takes us out of Mitzrayim on an ongoing basis.
Yetzias Mitzrayim was not just a one-time event that
occurred 3337 years ago. Rather, every year there’s a
bit of Yetzias Mitzrayim that’s occurring; we are being
freed, to some extent, from the bondage of the umos
ha'olam, from the Satan, from the yetzer hara.

Based on this idea, the Chasam Sofer answers the
question of why we say the berachah of 137x1 WK
01IXAN 1'NiaX NX 7&31 — which, the Rishonim say, is
the bircas hamitzvah of sippur Yetzias Mitzrayim —
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only after performing the mitzvah of sippur Yetzias
Mitzrayim, instead of before. We are reliving the Exodus,
reexperiencing N1 NTIAV T21V N'7'NNN and 130 07TV,
When we are still ovdei avodah zarah and avadim,
we're not able to make a berachah, since it’s as if we're
non-Jews. Just as a ger can't make a berachah before
his tevilah, but must wait to recite the berachah until
after he is toivel and becomes a Yid, so too we say
the berachah only after we recite the Haggadah and
become free from bondage.

What does this mean for us practically? How do we tap
into the shefa that descends on the night of the Seder?

In a general sense, it means that Hakadosh Baruch
Hu gives us an added dose of siyatta d'Shmaya to
be able to access the spiritual gifts that are available
to us on this night. These gifts are numerous, but
specifically, we can access emunabh, for at the time of
Yetzias Mitzrayim we saw that Hakadosh Baruch Hu
alone is O"wynn 737 nwWy" nwWIY nwy. Furthermore,
we became avadim to Hakadosh Baruch Hu at the
time of Yetzias Mitzrayim.

The way that we're able to transmit these fundamental
concepts is by reliving and retelling the story of Yetzias
Mitzrayim. As | heard from my rosh yeshiva, R' Yitzchak
Feigelstock zt"l, the words Nnx'X'2 1907 nann 731
N11Wn Nt "IN O0"Xn mean that the person himself
becomes praiseworthy and is transformed into a better
person when he speaks about Yetzias Mitzrayim. The
more that a person delves into the details of Yetzias
Mitzrayim and relives it, the more meshubach he
is, as per the principle of 121X '3 "ninxn — | have
emunah because | speak about it. When a person
speaks about matters of emunah and relives Yetzias
Mitzrayim, that becomes part and parcel of who he is
and permeates every fiber of his being. When people
retell a harrowing experience that they lived through
and were saved from, when they relate it with all the
details, they relive the experience, and the more detail
they go into, the more they reconnect to it. So the way
to connect to Yetzias Mitzrayim and to access this
tremendous siyatta d’Shmaya is by living it, as Chazal
tell us, O"IXNN XX X1N 17'XJ 1NXVU NIX'7 OTX 27N,

How do we accomplish this?
The basic way is by simply saying the Haggadah.
There were gedolim who didn’'t add anything to the

Haggadah, as Chazal tell us that the words of the
Haggadah constitute sippur Yetzias Mitzrayim. But
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many of us don't feel that we're gaining as much as
we should just by reading the Haggadah, and we want
to add to it. What can we add so that we should be
able to feel as if we're coming out of Mitzrayim? The
more passionate we are about this, the more we’ll be
able to give over to the next generation, but how can
we connect to the experience of Yetzias Mitzrayim
and give over its yesodos?

In truth, there are two basic yesodos of Yetzias
Mitzrayim that we want to give over. The first is the
idea of emunah — not just that Hakadosh Baruch Hu
is the Melech and the Borei, but also that He is nwy
Oo'wynn 737 nwyu' nwivi. Anything that happened,
happens, or will happen, on a day-to-day basis, is only
because Hakadosh Baruch Hu is pulling the strings,
and it's He Who is behind all current events. Whether
on a national scale or in the personal realm, it's all
Hakadosh Baruch Hu. No one can do anything without
Him, and only if He wills it can anyone do anything.

The second fundamental aspect of Yetzias Mitzrayim we
are trying to connect to is the idea of avdus. Hakadosh
Baruch Hu did so many good things for us, and that
means that we are indebted to Him, as the Chovos
Halevavos teaches that our whole avodah is based
on the principle that we are obligated to Hakadosh
Baruch Hu because of all the tovos that He has done
for us. Because He has done so much for us, we have to
thank Him and do His will, and we want to reciprocate.

We express this sentiment twice daily in Shema when
we say, 01X YIXNR OINXK NKXIN WX 0IP7X N 1IK
077 037 Ni'n'7. With these words, in WhICh we fulfill
the mitzvah of zechiras Yetzias Mitzrayim, we are
declaring, first of all, that Hakadosh Baruch Hu took
us out of Mitzrayim — and, as the Ramban says at
the end of Parshas Bo, He showed that He is the sole
Creator and Orchestrater of the world at all times. We
are also declaring that the purpose of Yetzias Mitzrayim
was O0'g'7K7 0J7 ni'n7 — that we should become His
avadlm and do His will.

These are the ideas that we want to give over, but how
do we connect to them in a real way, so that we can
give them over?

Perhaps one way is to connect the experience of Yetzias
Mitzrayim to current events, so that it is not just a one-
time incident that transpired in the year 2448, when
Hakadosh Baruch Hu showed, in a dazzling display of
miracles, that He is the O0'&112n '73'7 17n1n1 X112, Take
a moment to think about all the nissim v’'nifla’os that
we experienced just in this past year, especially for the
Yidden in Eretz Yisrael. Hundreds of missiles were fired
from Iran, in addition to the thousands of other missiles
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shot from Gaza and elsewhere, and Hakadosh Baruch
Hu saved us time and time again. He also saved the
US president twice from assassination, and now he
is able to help Klal Yisrael.

This is on a national level, and every person can see this
on a personal level as well. If you make it personal, that
goes a long way in connecting you to the experience
of Yetzias Mitzrayim.

This might be the meaning of the words of NTRUW X'N1
1171 13'Niax’7. What, ask the mefarshim, stood for us
and our forefathers? Perhaps the answer can be found
in the concept, taught by the Ramban at the end of
Parshas Bo, that at the time of Yetzias Mitzrayim
Hakadosh Baruch Hu showed, once and for all, that
He's the King, and then He gave us numerous mitzvos
that commemorate Yetzias Mitzrayim. Each time we
perform these mitzvos, we are supposed to remember
the demonstration of Hashem's power in Mitzrayim.

We might think that this is unfair. That demonstration
occurred way back, 150 generations ago! Had we lived
through Yetzias Mitzrayim, we would be different people,
but all we can do now is retell the stories that we heard
from our parents and grandparents, so we're not living
it the same way!

The Yaavetz tells us, however, that there is a nes that
is even greater than Yetzias Mitzrayim, and that’s Klal
Yisrael's survival throughout the generations. The
farther we get away from Mitzrayim, the bigger the
nes is, because they're trying to annihilate yet another
generation and we are being saved again.

When we say 1171 13'niax7 nTnyw x'n1, | think we are
saying that what remains for us and our parents from
Yetzias Mitzrayim is 1J01737 1377y 0" TRV ITIIT 7J2W

OT'N 137'XN XN 02 WiTpal. This nes is even greater
than Yetzias Mitzrayim, "and with every generation
that passes the nes becomes magnified, because we
see more and more how throughout all the generation
Hakadosh Baruch Hu saved us from all the plots to
destroy us and thwarted all the schemes of the nations.
If we can tap into that idea and connect the principles
of emunah to our own lives, then we can see how
Hakadosh Baruch Hu is involved in our day-to-day
existence. It's worth taking a few minutes before Pesach
to connect to the different parts of the Haggadah,
so that we can give over these ideas — or, if we're at
someone else’s Seder, to at least remember these
ideas for ourselves. And, with the tremendous siyatta
d’Shmaya of this night, as the Ramchal says, we can
tap into the treasure houses of emunah, and im yirtzeh
Hashem we’ll come out of Leil Haseder different from
how we went into it.
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