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PARSHAPREVIEW

BELOW IS AN ENGLISH ADAPTATION OF THIS WEEKS' PARSHA PREVIEW WHICH CAN BE HEARD LIVE EVERY WEDNESDAY AT 2:15 PM

A Prerequisite to Kabbalas HaTorah

The Gemara (Yevamos 62) tells us that the talmidim
of R' Akiva passed away during this period between
Pesach and Shavuos because they were not noheg
kavod zeh lazeh. Why did they pass away specifically
at this time? The sefarim explain that this is the time
when we are supposed to prepare to be mekabel the
Torah, which is given every year on Shavuos with a new
light — and honoring one another is a very significant
part of being mekabel the Torah.

The Ramban writes, in his famous Iggeres Haramban,
that anavah involves seeing everyone else as greater
than you: 7"3'ya ;A0 7iT3 n'n* OTK 731. Part of Torah
is to know that everyone has a maalah over you, and
you need to look at each person’s maalah.

The Rosh writes in Orchos Chaim that human nature is
to look at people’s flaws. We tend to focus on people’s
chesronos and see them as not so great. But we have
to overcome that tendency and see their maalos; we
have to be noheg kavod zeh lazeh.

R’ Akiva’s talmidim were great Tannaim, and their failure
to honor one another was very subtle. R’ Aharon Kotler,
in Mishnas Rav Aharon, notes that the Torah is acquired
through 48 kinyanim, many of which — surprisingly — are
in the area of bein adam lachaveiro, and related to how
to treat others and honor them. What do those kinyanim
have to do with learning Torah? What connection is
there between how you treat other people and learning
Gemara, Rashi, and Tosafos?

R’ Aharon explains that if you want to learn Torah, it
has to be b'taharah; you can't approach Torah learning
the way you would study an academic subject. Torah
is Hashem'’s wisdom, and to understand it you need to
be tahor, which means honoring everyone else, such
as by listening to them and hearing another person’s
vort. R" Aharon adds that if a person is lacking some
of the 48 kinyanei Torah, his Torah is not worthy.

Why did the talmidim of R’ Akiva deserve to die for
failing to honor one another? That is not an aveirah
that makes a person chayav misah! R Aharon answers
that they died because they were supposed to be the
transmitters of the Torah to the next generation, and
their failure to accord honor to one another disqualified
them from this responsibility, so they could not be in
this world anymore.

My dear rebbi, R® Nochum Partzovitz zt"l, was a very
big anav; he listened to everyone’s vertlach whenever
they came to speak to him, and he was mechabed
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every person’s vort. A boy once came to him during
Elul zman and told him a kasha, and five years later,
R’ Nachum told him, “You asked me a big kasha five
years ago.” R” Nochum was mechabed everyone.

R’ Nosson Tzvi, too, was mechabed everyone; he lived
with the Ramban'’s principle that every person is greater
than you in some way. R’ Elya Baruch also became a
gadol baTorah because he was mechabed everyone.
He asked shailos to everyone, he learned with everyone,
he listened to everyone. This is the way to grow in
Torah and mitzvos, and this is what limud Torah really
involves.

Our avodah, leading up to Shavuos, is to look for every
person’s maalah, and not follow the natural tendency
to look at people’s failings.

R’ Yisrael Glustein told me that when R” Elya Lopian
came to Eretz Yisrael, he was already an older man
in his sixties, and he wanted to learn Kodshim from
the Brisker Rav. Rav Elya was already a gadol baTorah
— he had seen Eliyahu Hanavi — and the Brisker Rav
did not allow him to learn under him, as he felt that
he wouldn’t be able to be mechabed R’ Elya properly.

When R’ Shach learned in Kletzk, a certain iluy learned
there for three months and asked him kashas. Forty
years later, R Shach met up with this iluy, and he told
him all the kashas he had asked him back in Kletzk.

This ability to honor others is a very important part of
Torah. We have to be mechabed everyone around us,
including our friends and teachers, even our talmidim,
if we have. We need to contemplate where each person
came from, understand who they are, and see their
maalos. We're surrounded by people with great maalos
—all the avreichim and the bachurim. If we look for
those maalos, there will be a new world, a world filled
with baalei maalah.

This is the avodah of Sefiras Ha'omer — being mechabed
everyone, looking up to everyone, praising everyone,
listening well to everyone’s verter . R Nochum knew
what everyone said, as did R’ Elya Baruch; they achieved
greatness through this maalah of listening to everyone,
asking everyone questions, and being mechabed
everyone.

Hashem should help us be mekabel Torah during this
time of Sefiras Ha'omer, and we should become gedolei
Torah and have hatzlachah in all of our endeavors.
Those of us who are working should be matzliach in
their work and be able to work only an hour or two a
day and learn the rest of the day, becoming gedolei
Torah, and we should be zocheh to all the yeshuos.
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