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PARSHAPREVIEW
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BELOW IS AN ENGLISH ADAPTATION OF THIS WEEKS' PARSHA PREVIEW WHICH CAN BE HEARD LIVE EVERY WEDNESDAY AT 2:15 PM

Seeing Past the Giftwrap

At the end of this week’s parshah we have the mitzvah of
tzitzis, and right in the middle of that parshah of tzitzis
the Torah instructs us: 037"y "INX1 072127 "INX 1NN X71
— we should not wander after our heart and our eyes. The
obvious question is: Why is this passuk placed specifically
in the middle of the parshah of tzitzis?

The pshat is like this. Regarding the mitzvah of tzitzis,
the Gemara says (Sotah 17a):

Tia3n X©J7 ANIT Y'PI1,uPA7 nniT 011,077 AniT N7In.
What's the significance of that? What does that mean?

Tzitzis are attached to a beged. Conceptually, as the
sefarim teach, a beged symbolizes the relationship between
the guf and the neshamah. When Adam HaRishon was
created, he was primarily a neshamah, and his guf was
just a beged for that neshamah. Due to his cheit, however,
he experienced a deterioration, and his guf became the
ikar. That's why, after his cheit, he is described as unclad.
Before the cheit, he wasn't unclad; he was dressed. The
guf was literally a beged for the neshamah.

The purpose of placing tzitzis on a garment is to remind
a person that the beged is only the chitzoniyus. Indeed,
Rashi says that the word tzitzis comes from the lashon
of Y'Xxn — to gaze, to look inside, to look deeper.

Now, Olam Hazeh is referred to in the sefarim as a levush:
a garment, a wrapping. And the purpose of placing tzitzis
on the beged — the external wrapping — is to urge us to
look deeper inside, past the chitzoniyus. The beged is a
metaphor, a mashal, for the guf, which is really a wrapping
for the neshamah, and a person is meant to look deeper
and see what'’s inside.

That is the concept of tzitzis. When Chazal say that
techeiles resembles the sea, which resembles the sky,
which resembles the kisei hakavod, they are conveying
that a person’s tafkid in this world is to take a deeper look
at what's going on in the briyah. When a person sees the
techeiles, he is supposed to say, “No, I'm not stopping
at the techeiles. There's something deeper behind that.
Techeiles, yam. No, not that. Rakia. No. Kisei hakavod.
The kisei hakavod is what's really going on in the briyah.”

Just as the techeiles on the beged indicates that a person
shouldn’t look at the garment but should look at what's
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deeper inside, the mitzvah of tzitzis trains a person to
see the pnimiyus of the briyah and recognize that the
guf is a beged for the neshamah, which is the ikar of the
person’s existence. In the briyah in general, a person can
see the techeiles, the yam, the rakia — and look past teva
to perceive the kisei hakavod.

The ability to look deeper (Y'Xn) applies both on a personal
level — seeing the neshamah inside the levush of the guf
— as well as on a general level, recognizing that everything
in the briyah is a reflection of the kisei hakavod, for behind
everything is the Eibishter.

Spies at Both Ends of the Parshah

The Sfas Emes notes that at the beginning of the parshah,
the meraglim are described as traveling to Eretz Yisrael
YIXD NX MNY7, and at the end of the parshah we are
commanded, 171NN X71, using the same verb. He explains
that the term 11Nn‘7 connotes seeing only the chitzoniyus.
When the meraglim returned from Eretz Yisrael, they
reported on what they had seen there. One report was
N'Wi' N'7JX YK, which, Chazal explain, meant that they
had seen numerous levayos, which prompted them to
conclude that the land devours its inhabitants. But that
was really a superficial view. A pnimiyus look would have
revealed that these deaths were occurring so that people
of the land would be distracted and wouldn’t bother the
meraglim. That'’s a classic example of how the meraglim
were unable to see past the chitzoniyus and recognize
what was really going on.

In this vein, the mitzvah of "1Nx1 07227 "INX 17NN K71
OJ'3'y cautions us not to look at the briyah superficially,
but to see its pnimiyus.

So O3J7'y "INXI1 0J217 "INX 171NN X71 means, don't get
caught up with outer trappings, or with the glitter of the
outside wrapping, but rather take a deeper look: be Y'xn.

We can now understand why this passuk appears
specifically in the parshah of tzitzis. Indeed, Rashi on
this passuk explains that the eyes and the heart spy for
a person. What does it mean that they are “spying”? It
means they are taking a chitzoniyus’dik look.

Tzitzis reflects pnimiyus — to be Y'Xn, to see past the
techeiles, to the rakia, yam, and kisei hakavod.
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Rashi comments, on the words 03217 "1nX 1NN X71,
that the heart and the eyes act like spies, who broker
aveiros for a person.

17 O"M010NI 9117 07100 ON O''UN1 270 .YIXD 1NN 1nJ
N1"aVN NX.

But the deeper pshat is that Rashi is comparing the heart
and the eyes to the meraglim, who looked only at the
chitzoniyus. And looking only at the chitzoniyus is the
antithesis of the parshah of tzitzis.

By way of analogy, imagine that a person receives a present
that comes gift-wrapped, with a nice bow, and he says,
“Why should | open the package and see what'’s inside?
The gift wrapping is so nice, and the bow is so beautiful!”
And the person just sits with the box closed and never
sees the contents of the package.

Seeing the Eibishter Behind the Outer Trappings

Regarding the words inx On'x, Chazal teach that anyone
who fulfills the mitzvah of tzitzis is zocheh to see the
Shechinah. What does that mean? Based on the above,
we can explain that the Shechinah is the pnimiyus of
the briyah, and when a person trains himself to see the
pnimiyus of what is really going on, and not get caught
up with the outer trappings, he is zocheh to perceive the
Shechinah.

This gives rise to a completely different understanding
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of the concept of shemiras einayim. Shemiras einayim
is really about this point: Is a person focused on the
wrapping of the briyah, on the exterior of the world, or is
he focused on the pnimiyus?

The passuk of 033"y "INX1 03227 "INX 171NN X'71 — which
in modern terms means guard your eyes, guard your
heart — conveys that when a person is looking at things
he shouldn’t be looking at, it means he’s not looking at
what he should be looking at. He's missing the pnimiyus.
He's busy looking at the wrapping, and at the nice bow,
but he doesn’t see the pnimiyus and he loses the ability
to ever appreciate it — because he never opened the box.

The mitzvah of 0J"J'y "INX1 072127 "INX 17NN X71 appears in
this parshah in order to remind a person to be a pnimiyus’dik
mentsch, so that instead of being a meragel, he is zocheh
to perceive the Shechinah.

This concept is not limited to the realm of shemiras
einayim, but is a general blueprint for how a person should
live. That's why we find that tzitzis is n1ixnn 73 1113 71pw,
and also explains why Chazal attach enormous significance
to this mitzvah.

The core message is that the purpose of living in Olam
Hazeh— olam, from the root of o0'7un, meaning “hidden”
—is to find the Eibishter in this world.

Kol tuv and besuros tovos, yeshuos and nechamos to all
of Klal Yisrael.

Gut Shabbos.
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