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PARSHAPREVIEW

ONI9 NYI9

BELOW IS AN ENGLISH ADAPTATION OF THIS WEEKS' PARSHA PREVIEW WHICH CAN BE HEARD LIVE EVERY WEDNESDAY AT 2:15 PM

Every Idea is a Letter From Hashem

In Parshas Pinchas, Rashi teaches an incredible
idea: Pinchas remembered the halachah that '7u1an
12 O0'Wa19 O'XIP N'Nax and told it to Moshe, who
answered with a fascinating response: x31"J
XpPI1N9 11N17 10K XNA'KT — the one who reads
the letter should be the one to implement it.

Perhaps this principle contains a major lesson
for us. The Eibishter sends everyone good ideas
all the time — do this mitzvah, learn this, go there,
review that Gemara.

Pinchas had an idea: Zimri deserves to be killed.
He asked Moshe Rabbeinu what to do, and Moshe
responded, “You be the one to do it.” Similarly,
every idea Hashem sends you is like a letter — an
igeres — and you’re the one reading the letter. If
Hashem sent the letter to you, He wants you to
carry it out.

There’'s a famous Ramban in Sefer Emunah
U’'bitachon that explains the passuk OX117"un OX
YONNW TY N2NXN NX 1111YN to mean that if you
have a good idea, make it a cheifetz. Do something
with it. Don’t just waste it.

Hashem is leading us in life, telling us what to do.
Everyone has different ideas, a different neshamah.
The Chofetz Chaim had an idea: to write the Mishnah
Berurah. That was an idea Hashem sent him. He
asked the gedolim and they said, “Yes, do it”. You
got the igeres, you do it.

Rav Chaim Volozhiner also had an idea: to open
a yeshiva in Volozhin. He asked the Gra, and the
Gra said, “No, not yet. Wait.” A few years later, the
Gra told him to open the yeshiva. So if you have an
idea, ask your rebbi: is the idea good, when should
I doit, how should | do it? But don't waste the idea.

Hashem’s Advice for Your Life

Everyone wants to know how to live life: What’s
my tafkid? You have an idea — Hashem sent you
instructions. Hashem is leading you all the time.
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The Chazon Ish used to send letters to people to
give them chizuk. These letters were gold, silver,
diamonds. His sefer is not so easy to learn, but his
letters are easier. They're moradik letters, because
they were the ideas of the Chazon Ish for how to
give chizuk to people.

Once, as a bachur learning in Mir, | had an idea:
I must see Rav Chatzkel Levenstein. If | don't, I'll
regret it all my life. So | traveled to Bnei Brak to
see him. The trip took all day, but | saw him. |
still see him now. It was unbelievable. He was a
malach Elokim.

I had another idea: | must see Rav Moshe Feinstein.
So | went to see him in downtown New York, and |
spoke to him and shook his hand. Moradik. All my
life | remember — | spoke to malachei hashareis.

Rav Boruch Ber heard that there was an old rav,
far away, who saw Rav Akiva Eiger. He traveled a
long time to see him.

The Chida writes in Shem HaGedolim that he saw
the Pnei Yehoshua, and he saw the Shechinah on
his face.

We, too, have to see gedolim. Speaking to them
is better, but even just seeing them is worthwhile.

You have to use your ideas. Don’'t waste them.

Hashem is sending you an igeres, a letter. Reuven —
do this, go here. Go make a chizuk in Torah, mitzvos,
tefillah. Go see gedolim, go learn, go review.

Hashem should help us take the mussar of x31"p
XPI11N9 1077 10K XNAKT. We should all follow our
ideas, and Hashem should grant us all the yeshuos,
and help us become gedolei Torah.
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