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PARSHAPREVIEW

BELOW IS AN ENGLISH ADAPTATION OF THIS WEEKS' PARSHA PREVIEW WHICH CAN BE HEARD LIVE EVERY WEDNESDAY AT 2:15 PM

Stand Before Hashem, Not Before Your Self-Pity

The Midrash teaches that when the Torah uses the
word O°2X]J, or similar leshonos, it is referring to
Rosh Hashanah: Oi"n 0'2XJ OnX means that on Rosh
Hashanah you’re standing in front of the Ribbono
Shel Olam.

What does it mean to “stand” in front of the Ribbono
Shel Olam, and what does that have to do with Rosh
Hashanah? Perhaps we can also take a step back and
ask, what can we do to prepare for Rosh Hashanah,
the Yom HaDin? And what is the right frame of mind
to have when davening on Rosh Hashanah?

I'd like to give a mashal that will help us glean the
proper perspective. Imagine that a very gifted fellow
is working for a large international firm, managing
a small branch of the business. It’s hard to stay
motivated when working at an under-stimulating job,
especially for a gifted person, and so he submits a
request: he'd like to meet with the company’s CEO.
He plans to ask him for a promotion; maybe he could
work in a different department? Of course, it takes
a long time until he finally has an audience with
the CEO. In the meantime, he's making all sort of
cheshbonos and planning how he'’s going to express
everything he wants to say. When the long-awaited
day of the meeting arrives, he sits in the CEQ’s office
and launches into his speech.

“You know,” he says, “you made this big change in
the company, after you hired a think tank that spent
a lot of time analyzing the issues involved. But one
day, as | was walking to shul, | thought to myself
that if you just fix this one little detail, everything
could be so much better.”

This comment does not exactly meet with the boss's
favor. But then the employee launches into a list of
complaints about how the boss is not treating his
workers the way they deserve, how the working
conditions need to be improved. And he sees that this
doesn’t go over too well either. Finally, he discloses
his real reason for requesting the meeting: he would
like a promotion.
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“Hmm,” says the boss. “Let me see — do you really
come on time each day? How many hours do you
clock?” He types something into the computer, and
sees right away that a lot is lacking in this fellow’s
performance. Finally, he looks at him and says,
“Listen. You're giving me suggestions as to how
the business can be run better, knowing that we
expended a lot of effort trying to improve, because
as you were walking one day you figured out a better
way to do things. | think you’re just too overqualified
for us. You know better. | don't see you as a worker.

“Plus,” he continues, “you’re giving off all this
negativity, with your slew of complaints — and no
one, but no one, wants a worker who gives off bad
vibes. It's not good for the company to have an
employee — no matter how gifted he is — creating
a negative aura in the workplace. And now you're
asking for a promotion when you don’'t even come
on time? No.”

Rosh Hashanah is the Yom HaDin, and we've heard
so many schmuessen from our rebbeim about the
pachad of the Yom HaDin. But how, indeed, are
we supposed to come to the Eibishter on this Yom
HaDin? We have a list of things that didn’t go well;
boy, was it a rough year. And we come in with all
sorts of eitzos how things should be better for us.
It's as if we're coming to the Ribbono Shel Olam
and saying, “You know, if You would do this, things
would be so much different. And only if You could
have done that....”

We have questions, it's true. Maybe we're not
supposed to have questions, but we do. Yet we're
supposed to realize that the Eibishter knows better
than we do, not that we know better than the Eibishter.

Although we know that everything is from the
Ribbono Shel Olam, we come in with complains, with
negativity. Returning to our mashal, the Eibishter is
the Boss, and when we come in seeking a promotion,
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He responds, “Do you deserve it?”

Now, imagine that this worker would have come to
the boss and said: “You have a great business. | feel
I'm just not challenged enough in my position, and
I think that perhaps for that reason I’'m not working
as | could. | want to give to the business.” Then, the
boss looks at him and says, “You know, we're on
the same team. I'll worry about you.”

When you come with grievances, when you think that
you're smarter, or when you don’'t produce — you
don't have a chance. But how are we coming to the
Eibishter? Are we coming to Him with complaints,
chas v'shalom? Are we coming with the attitude
that we know better? Are we coming to Him feeling
entitled?

We preface the Yom HaDin with Selichos, in which
we say, J'N7T1IP9T O'W1J1 0773 — we're coming
to the Eibishter knowing that we’re not deserving.
We try to serve the Eibishter, and baruch Hashem
we have the zechus to do so. But we know that we
are paupers, and we need Your chessed, Hashem.

The Chazaras HaShatz of Rosh Hashanah is full of
piyutim extoling the gadlus of Hakadosh Baruch Hu.
For instance, in O'1'nXnN 731, we say that He is 2iv
73'7 — good to all. We say that He is our Creator:
1022 OXi' XKInWw. We say that He is All-Powerful:
Tn? |:|7'7131 7131 730,

In other piyutim, we express other praises of Hashem:
TU'7 1210 171X 1317 ,AJ1INK 1NXY W1 17N0.

What are we trying to accomplish with all these
praises?

Chazal say that a chassan is like a king: nniT 10N
17n7. We hear this at every sheva brachos. Why
is a chassan like a king? The answer is: 7170 nn
inix1'07pn NN qX iNiX 1'07p0. Just as a we praise
a melech, we also extol the ma’alos of a chassan.

What is the purpose of giving praise to a melech?
Hakadosh Baruch Hu obviously doesn’t need our
praises. Yet in the piyut of n'7'nn Nn"x1, we see that
He does want our praises. Why?

The answer is that praising the melech is all part
of accepting the melech as a king.
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When we talk about being mamlich the Ribbono
Shel Olam on Rosh Hashanah, it means that we
acknowledge that the Ribbono Shel Olam is the
melech and He knows what He'’s doing. He has all
the cheshbonos. And if that’s the case, then even
though | may be very intelligent, it's not my place to
tell the Eibishter, “It might be better if You would just
do this, or change that.” If | walk around thinking,
why didn’t the Eibishter do this, that’s the opposite
of being mamlich Him.

This is our avodah coming into Rosh Hashanah. For
sure, we have to do teshuvah. But we also have to
learn the machzor, to learn the shevachim that we're
giving the Eibishter, and realize that the Eibishter
is tov. He knows who | am: He’s n1'73 1n12, and the
cheshbonos that He makes are yashar. Before we
come with our list of requests, first let's be mamlich
the Ribbono Shel Olam.

One we're mamlich the Ribbono Shel Olam, then
it's a whole different story. Then, we can come and
say, “Eibishter, | know You’re the Melech. Help me
to be a better servant to You. Help me to fulfill the
tafkid that You gave me.” That'’s a different Rosh
Hashanah than coming with lists and suggestions.

Why is it that we get stuck always looking at what
we're missing, at our tzaros? Because you know
what you're standing — 0'2x3 — in front of? You're
standing in front of what you think you’re supposed
to be getting. You're standing in front of all that you
lack, and thinking, “If only | had this, if only | had
that.” You’re too preoccupied with what’s missing.

The Eibishter gives us a special day when we're 0723,
we stand in front of the Eibishter. It's an opportunity
for us to gain clarity. All of our small-mindedness,
our pursuit of narishkeiten — perhaps even our self-
pity —is supposed to be moved to the side when
we're n 1197 0'2XJ'. We get up to tekias shofar and
suddenly we realize, what are we here for? We're
here not to serve ourselves, but to be mamlich the
Ribbono Shel Olam. Oi*n O'2XJ OAK.

Kesivah v’chasimah tovah, and a gut gebentcht yahr.
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