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BELOW IS AN ENGLISH ADAPTATION OF THIS WEEKS' PARSHA PREVIEW WHICH CAN BE HEARD LIVE EVERY WEDNESDAY AT 2:15 PM

The Small Things Count!

The Midrash teaches that the nes of Chanukah, in
which the pach of pure oil was found, is connected
to the pachim ketanim that Yaakov Avinu went
back to retrieve, at the time when he was alone:
iT27 2pyr a1l In the zechus that he returned for
the pachim ketanim, Klal Yisrael was zocheh to
the pach shemen of the menorah. Some explain,
al pi sod, that inside these pachim ketanim was
oil. This shemen was originally inside Yaakov's
makel — N0 171’0 NX "A12Y '7pna '3 — and he
had used it to learn Torah during his fourteen
years in Yeshivas Shem v’Eiver.

This shemen that was in the pachim ketanim
represents the shemen of the menorah, and also
the shemen of the oro shel Mashiach.

But perhaps we can offer an additional explanation
for how the pachim ketanim connect to Chanukah.

Where did Chazal see that Yaakov Avinu went
back for pachim ketanim? Because on one hand
the Torah says, i'7 "W NnX 12y — he transferred
everything over. But if so, why was he left alone
— he should have been on the side with all the
people and things he transferred! It must be that
he was left with these pachim ketanim — small,
minute, seemingly insignificant items. In truth,
however, they were very significant, as we will
explain.

After fourteen years in the yeshivah of Shem
v'Eiver, Yaakov Avinu saw malachim in a dream.
That represented a lofty level, but still, it was only
a dream. After spending twenty years with Lavan,
however, he saw actual malachim: malachim
mamash. We know that he spent those twenty
years working with the sheep, which involved a
high level of avodas Hashem; the Arizal discusses
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the deep significance of the akudim, nekudim,
and verudim. Working with the sheep was the
avodah of Yaakov Avinu.

Now, when a person is in middle of his avodas
Hashem, the Saro shel Eisav can’t start up with
him. (Similarly, when the Malach HaMaves wanted
to take Dovid HaMelech's neshamah, he couldn't,
because Dovid was learning Torah. Only when he
distracted him momentarily did he succeed in
ending his life.) The Saro shel Eisav wasn’t able
to start up with Yaakov all those years because
he was involved in an important avodah with the
sheep. But now, the Saro shel Eisav saw that
Yaakov was alone, and had nothing with him:
17 WX 73 nX 12y Ah, he thought. Yaakov is
not performing his avodah now. Now is the time
to get him.

He was almost correct — except that he made the
mistake of overlooking the pachim ketanim. In
avodas Hashem, even pachim ketanim — small
things that seem insignificant — are part of our
avodah. Avodas Hashem doesn't encompass
only big things like Torah and tefillah; it includes
even minute matters. Hashem is in those small
places, too.

So Yaakov Avinu was not really iT17. He was still
in the middle of his avodah, but the Saro shel
Eisav didn't understand that, because he sees
only the big things.

This idea is reflected in the story of Chanukah
as well.

The Yevanim entered the Beis HaMikdash and

began smashing it up and defiling all the keilim.
Imagine that there were two Yevanim there, and
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one says to the other, “Oh, there’s a little pach
shemen over there.” The other one responds,
“Eh, what do you care? We're already finished.
The place is in shambles!” They didn’t attribute
any significance to the pach shemen that they
knew was there. But out of that one small jug,
the nes of Chanukah happened. From there came
so much light, and from there comes the light of
Moshiach.

We see, then, that a small thing can make all the
difference. Perhaps this concept is reflected in
the parallel drawn by the Midrash between the
pesukim 1727 2py* 1171 and XN 01721727 ' 23w
At first glance this seems to be a simple play on
words; another dimension to the play on words
might be that the word 1727 contains the word
T3, which means an oil press. We can suggest a
deeper meaning of this parallel, however. When a
person’'s avodah is focused only on the big things,
he is doing his avodah only for himself. But when
he's worried even about the pachim ketanim, and
knows that every little detail counts, that shows
that he is totally misbatel to Hashem, and that
he is doing his avodah for Hashem'’s sake. Then,
it's iT27 'n 2awnn.

Through the ner of Chanukah, we can indeed
connect to Hakadosh Baruch Hu. We will now
explore a different dimension of that.

The Gemara teaches, in Shabbos, that Chazal
instituted Chanukah 77271 niTin?, and the
meforshim wonder why the Gemara doesn’t even
mention the neiros.

The Bnei Yissaschar gives the following
explanation. The gematria of the word 11 is 250,
which, as we will see, encompasses many of the
Names of Hashem.

The gematria of the Shem Havayah is 26, but this

Name expresses itself in various other Names. At
times, it is “clothed” in the Name of n-'"nX, whose
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gematria is 21. So we have 26 plus 21, which is
47. At times, the Shem Havayah is “clothed” in
the Name '-1TX, whose gematria is 65. So we
have 26 plus 65, which is 91. And at times the
Shem Havayah is “clothed” in the Name 0-'"n'7x,
whose gematria is 86 (which is also the value of
1-JTX and n-'nX combined). So we have 26 plus
86, which is 112.

The Bnei Yissaschar notes that the gematria of
NXTIN is 21, like n-'nX, and that of 770 is 65, like
1-1TX, for a total of 86, like O-'n7X. The word 13,
whose gematria is 250, comprises all the various
combinations of the above Names: 47 + 91 +
112 = 250. So it’s literally 1727 'n 22w — we
connect to Hakadosh Baruch Hu through the ner,
which represents Havayah with Eh-yeh (hodaah),
Havayah with Adnus (hallel), and Havayah with
Elokim (hodaah and hallel together).

We're learning now in yeshivah Maseches Bava
Metzia. Two of the sugyos we are learning are
that of modeh b’'miktzas — which is hodaah, 21
— and heilach (65 ,(717'n.

So when we're learning the ohr of Torah, every
single cheilek in Torah connects to Hashem.

Taking this even further, we see another facet
where the depth of Chanukah and the ner of
Chanukah connect to the sugyos we're learning.
In the piyut of Ma'oz Tzur we say, 0212 WNiIM
OvWiw'7 03 nwYl. The sefarim explain that each
night of Chanukah corresponds to one of the yud
gimmel middos, until we get to Zos Chanukabh,
when we're mashlim all the yud gimmel middos.

And the yud gimmel middos end with X7 npn
npP1. If you look at the words np31 and np3* and
you take out the yud, hei, vav, hei (Havayah) from
these words, you are left with the letters that spell
1232. So 01IPIP MiINt — what's left over from the
word |21 — a nes happened (0'JWiwi'7 01 nWYI).
That'’s because 12172 has the gematria of 300, and
the concept of a kankan indicates that Havayah
(which we removed from the words n{31 and
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N1 is inside a kankan. In the system of At-bash,
yud-hei-vav-hei turns into mem-tzadi-pei-tzadi
(Matzpatz), which also adds up to 300. Similarly,
when the letters of the Name Elokim are spelled
out fully they equal 300. This means that 300
represents a certain hidden manifestation of the
Shem Havayah. That's when it's Matzpatz, when
it's Elokim b’'milu’oc — the ultimate din — and that'’s
also the kankan: not the real thing, the kankan.

Chazal say, 12 W'W nna X7X 12322 7IN0N 7X. You
have to see the Havayah alone, and not from the
nosar of the kankan — np1* X7 nP11. From when
you take away the kankan, you're left with the
Shem Havayah.

That'’s taught in a lot of sefarim.

But again, b’derech remez, we can tie this back
to the sugyos in Bava Metzia that we're learning.
The Gemara says that the din in the scenario of
N'701 1'TNIX OYJW is yachloku — they split the
tallis in half.

Rav Hutner used to say that in this discussion
about a tallis, it means a regular garment; it could
even be the garment of a non-Jew, because had
it belonged to a Yid, it would require hashavas
aveidah. But let's assume that a tallis here is
referring to a tallis with tzitzis. So if you split
the tallis, each person gets half a tallis with two
tzitzis, not all four. Rav Hutner used to say that
you get a “Baruch She’amar tallis,” because in
Baruch She’amar the minhag is to hold only the
front two tzitzis. Those two sets of eight strings
add up to 16, plus the five knots on each, for ten
altogether, bringing us to a total of 26. The two
sets of strings are the Shem Havayah.

What do you do when you have n*70a |'Tnix Ow?
Yachloku. When you do the yachloku on a tallis,
you get the ultimate Shem Havayah — 'n 2awn
iT27. Now, the Gemara asks, why, regarding maneh
shlishi, if one person gave 100 and another person
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gave 200, is the halachah 1n"7x Xi2'W TV NIN X
and not yachloku?

Without delving into the depth of the sugya, if
we would do yachloku by maneh shlishi, how
much would each person get? They would each
get 150, for a total of 300: kankan, the pachim
ketanim, which is the ultimate Xi2'W TV nin X?
1N17X, when we will witnessxinn 0i"21727 'n 22wI1.

The ner of Chanukabh is really the ohr of Mashiach.
When the world will come to its tikkun, then all
the expressions of Havayah will be with shleimus.

We need to direct our eyes only at what we should
be seeing, and focus on Torah and avodah and
yiras Shamayim — not only the big things, but
also the small details, without saying, “Oh, now
it's just bein hasedarim or bein hazmanim or bein
ha-this.” No, no, no — we need to devote ourselves
to avodas Hashem entirely, with shleimus, even
in the little things, to totally connect ourselves to
iT27 2py* 1171, so that even when we're alone,
we're still with Kudsha Brich Hu. We then reach
the level of 1727 'n 22w1, when we'll be able to
see the ner — OTX NNWJ 'n 1) — and the upward
ohr of ninn NX IN7yn3, to connect to Kudsha
Brich Hu.

A lichtigen Chanukah.

DYWIP N NW HY NWIN YDAV - WITH V2



