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Avdus as a Path to Royalty

Parshas Bo depicts the geulah of Yetzias Mitzrayim with all
the open nissim, the mora gadol, and the gilui Shechinah.
Yet there is an often-overlooked detail that was part of this
process: Hakadosh Baruch Hu's instructing Moshe Rabbeinu
that Klal Yisrael should borrow silver and gold vessels from
the Mitzrim, as the passuk says: 17xW" OV T2 K] 12T
2ANT 7731 90 173 ANV NKA NWXT DY XD WIK.

The passuk then states: O0'1Xn "J1'ya Ovn 1N DX N AL It
seems that Hakadosh Baruch Hu implanted a supernatural
chein for Klal Yisrael in the eyes of the Mitzrim to ensure
that they would actually be willing to lend them the silver
and gold vessels, so that this plan would come to fruition.
We need to understand why it was imperative that the
Yidden borrow these vessels, especially since we see that
Hakadosh Baruch Hu had to grant them miraculous chein in
the eyes of the contemptuous Mitzrim — and we know that
Hakadosh Baruch Hu does not perform nissim unnecessarily.

It must be that this was truly a prerequisite to the ultimate
geulas Mitzrayim. Why?

The Gemara in Berachos notes that when Hakadosh Baruch
Hu gave Moshe Rabbeinu this command, He used the wording
~J 127. The Gemara emphasizes: nWpa [1W7 K7 KI 'K, It
would seem that this was an opportunity Bnei Yisrael would
jump on — to become instantly wealthy by borrowing the
valuables of the Mitzrim. Yet Hakadosh Baruch Hu implies
that this is something they might not want to do, so He has
to beg them, as if to say: “Do it for Me, as a personal favor.”

The Gemara explains that Hakadosh Baruch Hu did not want
Avraham Avinu to complain that He had fulfilled only the
first part of His promise at Bris Bein Habesarim — 01712y1
ONX 13Y1 — but not the second part, 7173 WJN21KX? 17 "INK1.
It seems that Hakadosh Baruch Hu wanted the Yidden to
get these riches only to satisfy Avraham Avinu.

This Gemara is baffling, says the Kli Yakar. Hakadosh Baruch
Hu was concerned only that Avraham would claim that He
did not keep His promise? Was Hakadosh Baruch Hu not
planning to keep His word otherwise?

Another question relates to the wording of this potential
complaint — that Avraham would claim that Hakadosh
Baruch Hu did fulfill onx 13y1 0112V1, but not 1xX? 17 "INXI
7172 WJMA. If the point is that He did not fulfill the second
part of the promise, why preface by mentioning that He did
keep the first part?

The answer appears to be that Hakadosh Baruch Hu knew
that Klal Yisrael had been so terribly oppressed by the Mitzrim
that the moment they had the opportunity to escape, nothing
else mattered to them — including the promised riches.
They could not imagine remaining enslaved in Mitzrayim
for one unnecessary minute, regardless of the cost, and
they were one hundred percent mochel the entire rechush
gadol. Since Klal Yisrael didn't expect the rechush gadol He
had promised them, He had to beg them to take it.

If so, however, why was Hakadosh Baruch Hu worried
about Avraham Avinu’'s complaint? Was Avraham Avinu so

enamored with the prospect of instant riches that he could
not appreciate that monetary wealth was nothing compared
to the cheirus olam of leaving Mitzrayim? Avraham Avinu
himself was willing to forfeit the opportunity to become
wealthy, as he told the king of Sedom, JinWw Tyl VINND OX
002K NXCAWYD X IDKN K71 77 TWK 730 NPX OKT 7V,
Why, then, would he demand that Klal Yisrael be granted
rechush gadol?

To answer these questions, let us analyze the significance
of the promise of rechush gadol as part of the Bris Bein
Habesarim. Did Avraham Avinu need assurance that his
einiklach would eventually be gifted with fabulous wealth?
Why was this at all part of the package? Furthermore, the
Bris Bein Habesarim was essentially a covenant in which
Hakadosh Baruch Hu vowed to Avraham Avinu that his
descendants would ultimately inherit Eretz Yisrael. If so, why
was it necessary to describe how they would be enslaved and
afflicted in a foreign land? Was it part of the positive promise
to Avraham Avinu that his einiklach will be persecuted for
four hundred (or two hundred and ten) years? Why was that
included in the krisas bris?

The answer is that the krisas bris was about Klal Yisrael
becoming the am segulah, the goy kadosh that would accept
the Torah, and the process of Onx 13y1 01721 was necessary
so that Klal Yisrael would become mekablei haTorah.

To be capable of receiving the Torah, we had to become
avdei Hashem. But being an eved is no easy task; it runs
counter to the entire concept of self. An eved is someone
who is able to completely nullify himself to his master. He
has no zich, no independent retzonos. This goes against the
natural state of a human being, and therefore, Klal Yisrael
had to go through the kur habarzel of Mitzrayim — not merely
to build resilience to adversity, but to experience a hazing
period in which they learned to become avdei Pharaoh, which
enabled them to then segue into becoming avdei Hashem.

Clearly, then, onx 13y1 017241 was not a punishment, but
a crucial aspect of the promise that Klal Yisrael would
become the nation that would merit to receive the Torah.
The mefarshim point out that the passuk that describes
the ultimate purpose of Yetzias Mitzrayim states: Jx'Xina
N¥0 100 7Y O'P7X0D DX ATAVR 01IXAN OYn NX. The Torah is
informing us that the entire goal of Yetzias Mitzrayim is
for Klal Yisrael to be mekabel the Torah at Har Sinai, and
it emphasizes the word 1172Un, conveying that kabbalas
haTorah is about being an eved.

This strongly supports the concept that the shibud in
Mitzrayim was not merely a form of yissurim that we had
to endure, but a tailor-made training process that turned
Klal Yisrael into avadim capable of becoming avdei Hashem
and receiving the Torah.

That is the avodah of leil haSeder. On one hand, we view
matzah and maror as polar opposites: maror represents the
bitterness of the shibud, while matzah signifies the geulah,
when they left Mitzrayim so hastily that their dough had
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no time to rise. Yet we find contradictions to both of these
symbols. Matzah also represents the poor man’s bread —
“ha lachma anya” — that our ancestors ate in Mitzrayim, like
avadim. And the Gemara refers to maror as chasa, explaining
that it symbolizes that Hakadosh Baruch Hu took pity — chas
— on Klal Yisrael. If so, does maror represent suffering or
geulah? How are we to understand the paradoxical nature
of both matzah and maror?

The ultimate tachlis of Yetzias Mitzrayim was to bring us to
Mattan Torah, to become avdei Hashem. When we celebrate
the transition from being avdei Pharaoh to becoming avdei
Hashem, we realize that our suffering through the shibud
Mitzrayim in order to become avdei Pharaoh was not an
unfortunate calamity that we're looking to forget, but a
Divine prescription that conditioned us to become avadim
of Hashem.

That is precisely the avodah of the Seder — to be mas’chil
b'gnus u’'mesayem b’shevach. We need to re-experience the
terrible shibud Mitzrayim, in order to arrive at the ultimate
recognition that the difficulty of the shibud was actually
the greatest berachah, since it created the geulah. That is
the 1'x* Oi"3 N'7'7 we experience on the night of the Seder
— the illumination that matzah and maror should be eaten
together in one sandwich, celebrating the entire havtachah
of the Bris Bein Habesarim, which laid the groundwork for
our geulah.

We still need to understand, however: If avdus was a gift
that conditioned us to become avdei Hashem, why did we
need the rechush gadol?

The answer is that avdus is a necessary process, but it
cannot end there. An eved Hashem is not meant to walk
around with an eved's feeling of shiflus and oppression. On
the contrary, Klal Yisrael are bnei melachim, and therefore
Hakadosh Baruch Hu's plan was that the exercise of D112V1
Onx 13Y1 would culminate with 7173 WJ12 1KY 17710K], SO
the Yidden would feel like bnei melachim.

This reflects the unique blend achieved by a true eved
Hashem. On one hand, he is able to utterly nullify himself

Shalom Stein
E DINNER CHAIRMAN

RALPH HERZKA | SHLOMO YEHUDA RECHNITZ
LEGACY CHAIRMEN

to the Eibishter, like an eved, while on the other hand he
carries himself with the confidence of a ben melech. What
is the secret of attaining this synthesis?

Chazal tell us that the servant of a king is himself a king:
eved melech melech. Yes, avdus is about bittul gamur, but
when the bittul is to a melech, that very bittul and deveikus
to that melech turns you into royalty yourself; you are a
ben melech.

That was Avraham Avinu’s argument. Of course Klal Yisrael
were mochel the rechush gadol, but if they didn’t receive it,
the whole plan would fizzle out. The purpose of the 0112V1
OnX 13Y1 was not to beat them down or break them, but to
condition them to be avdei Hashem who could experience
the rechush gadol of being a ben melech. Avraham Avinu
would essentially be telling Hashem, “You stopped smack
in the middle of the process, so the onx 13y1 01T2V1 itself
will never come to its proper fruition.”

Even if Hakadosh Baruch Hu wasn’t obligated to keep
His promise, since Klal Yisrael was begging to be mochel
the rechush gadol, Avraham Avinu, who was the intended
beneficiary of Hakadosh Baruch Hu's promise, would complain
that this process had been halted midway. And that’s the
emphasis in his words to the Eibishter: “You fulfilled 171231
Onx 13y1, but that without the rechush gadol is pointless.”

| think there’s a very clear message in this Chazal. Hakadosh
Baruch Hu, kivyachol, wants us to condition ourselves to
be avdei Hashem who are batel u'mevutal to Him, but at
the same time, He begs, xJ 127, urging that it come along
with the realization that avodas Hashem is the greatest
rechush gadol.

As we constantly strive to improve our avodas Hashem and
become true avdei Hashem, we need to realize that this
must come along with an appreciation of the beauty and
nechbadus of being an eved Hashem and the hecherkeit of
being batel u'mevutal to Hakadosh Baruch Hu's will. Then,
we can achieve the gadlus ha’adam that comes along with
this recognition that eved melech melech.

Gut Shabbos.
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