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Minneapolis, MN - 5:20
Miami, FL - 5:54

Monsey, NY -5:10
Montreal, Quebec -5:00
Passaic, NJ - 5:10
Toronto, Ontario - 5:27
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Los Angeles, CA -5:17
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Every Yid Counts

This week, besides the kriah of Parshas Mishpatim, we
also read Parshas Shekalim. During the time of the Beis
Hamikdash, on Rosh Chodesh Adar an announcement would
be made to donate the shekalim for the terumas halishkah,
which funded the korbanos. Nowadays, as the Mishnah
says in Maseches Megillah, we read Parshas Shekalim on
the Shabbos before, or coinciding with, Rosh Chodesh Adar.

What is the purpose of this kriah? If the purpose of announcing
that people should bring shekalim was so that Klal Yisrael
should donate toward the korbanos for the next year, what
do we accomplish by reading about it?

The Sefer Hachinuch says that the reading is only a zecher.
The Mishnah Berurah, citing the Levush, explains that the
ideais11'NYW 09 NN7WN — just as someone who says the
parshah of the korban chatas is considered to have brought
a chatas, the same is true of Parshas Shekalim. We can
understand, perhaps, how this relates to Parshas Zachor.
Parshas Parah brings taharah, and Parshas Hachodesh,
maybe his'chadshus. But how does 13'n9Ww 09 NN7WN
relate to Parshas Shekalim? The shekalim were not a korban.
Furthermore, we don't have korbanos today, but reading about
the shekalim would not exempt anyone from giving money; if
the requirement to give shekalim were reinstated, of course
he would have to donate. We also have to understand why
the Torah emphasizes the concept of a machatzis hashekel
— no more and no less.

The Midrash Tanchuma says:

XK NN TINWA 071V 7W 131270 X0 712 WITPA 97 NWN INK
NI TWIY TNV ANXKW OW3I 77N KN 7112 WITEN 17 10K 13T
I'XIPW NIWTNIW 73273 J WK DX PITANKT O'7W NWIg any
1IN WK DX PITT NUW NNIKA OW TRV K173 1397 DNIK
NW — WXINX XWN1JINX7 NWN 7K N 12T IV IKPW Nnn
NWN 'J X7XINKI K7 WK DX

Moshe Rabbeinu said to Hashem that when he would die,
there would be no remembrance of him. Hashem responded,
“Just as now you stand and give them Parshas Shekalim,
and through it you raise their heads, so too every single
year, when they read this parshah, it is as though you are
standing there at that very moment and raising their heads.”
The Midrash notes that we see proof for this in the word
NWN written in future tense, connoting that Moshe would
forever uplift Klal Yisrael.

Similarly, the Gemara (Bava Basra 10b) teaches that Moshe
asked Hashem how Klal Yisrael would be uplifted — o1nn nna
7AW Np? — and He answered, “Through xwn 13.”

What does it mean to uplift the keren of Klal Yisrael?

To explain this, let’s first examine another topic in this week’s
parshah: the bris that Hakadosh Baruch Hu made with Klal
Yisrael, which, according to Rashi, occurred before Mattan
Torah. The pesukim state:

.09 'N7 070 O'NATINATI N7V 17Y71 7KW 1A MY NK N7W1
NP .NATAN 7Y PIT 070 'XN1 NIIKA OW 070 XN NWn Nl
ADWITNWYI N IATIWK 730K 0YN TKA K)P1 020 190
NI WK NMAD OT 23D IRKT OVUA 7V AT OT0 DK nwn Nt
N7XN 0M270 73 7Y 0JRY N,

This type of bris is between two parties who love each other,
and enter a covenant to demonstrate their love and concern
for each other, as the Sefer Ha'ikarim teaches (4:45):

MIIT W A NWYIN O7P 12T VAW IN O UK 70 1K N2
L0037 NANKA PAT71 MWE7 7T . ONIW A NANKN 1WP7 Na
172N NN 0NN TAK 73 1INW™T TNK 911 00 1783 0NIW 1w Tu
1NXU NX INNWI.

The bris shows that the two parties are really one unit, and
they'll do anything for each other. This, says the Ikarim, is
why ahavah and echad have the same gematria.

As part of this bris between the Ribbono Shel Olam and Klal
Yisrael, the Torah relates what Moshe did with the blood,
which had been divided into two halves. Rashi asks, who split
the blood? And he answers that this was done by a malach.

A Midrash in Vayikra presents several opinions of how the
blood was split precisely into two. But what is the significance
of the splitting of the blood into two halves? The Midrash
there goes on to relate that Moshe said to Hakadosh Baruch
Hu, “What should | do with Your portion?” He responded,
“Sprinkle it on the people.” Moshe continued, “And what
should | do with Klal Yisrael’s portion?” Hashem instructed
him to place it on the mizbei'ach. Evidently, half the blood
was Hakadosh Baruch Hu's “portion,” and half the blood
was Klal Yisrael's “portion.”

What was the significance of all this?

R'Zalman Sorotzkin, in Oznayim LaTorah, and the Kozhnitzer
Maggid, in Avodas Yisrael, give almost identical explanations.
As R' Zalman Sorotzkin expresses, if it were up to us to divide
the blood between the Ribbono Shel Olam and Klal Yisrael,
we would put aside one drop for the whole Klal Yisrael, and
the rest would be for the Ribbono Shel Olam.

Yet the Ribbono Shel Olam wanted to show us here that,
kivyachol, He and Klal Yisrael have a fifty-fifty split. Indeed,
Rashi says in Parshas Yisro that Hashem came out toward

DVOWN MWD | 5 DS P N Y oo awa - v n°a



I ~ AN ENGLISH ADAPTATION OF THIS WEEK'S PARSHA PREVIEW
P R E V I E W WHICH CAN BE HEARD LIVE EVERY WEDNESDAY AT 2:15 PM

DOwEWI e L

Klal Yisrael like a chassan coming toward his kallah. Just
as a chassan and kallah are each a half, Klal Yisrael is the
Ribbono Shel Olam’s other half.

This was the message of the bris that Hashem made with Klal
Yisrael right before Mattan Torah, and this was the reason
the blood had to be split in two by a malach specifically — to
show that the two parties in the bris were absolutely equal.

There can be nothing more elevating for Klal Yisrael than
the knowledge that every single member of Klal Yisrael is,
kivyachol, the Ribbono Shel Olam’s other half.

In a similar vein, R' Tzadok teaches, in Pri Tzaddik, that the
concept of counting Klal Yisrael is to show that every Jew
is important in Hashem'’s eyes.

The whole idea of the machatzis hashekel is to demonstrate
that every single member of Klal Yisrael has chashivus.

Moshe Rabbeinu had a hard time figuring out how the
machatzis hashekel should be given, and the Ohr Hachaim
explains that he couldn't fathom how, after the cheit ha'eigel,
Klal Yisrael's portion could be restored so that they could
continue to connect with the Ribbono Shel Olam. To address
Moshe's difficulty, Hashem showed him a fiery coin from
under the Kisei Hakavod, which is the place where all the
neshamos are stored, conveying to him that Klal Yisrael
always has the ability to be exactly chatzi in their relationship
with the Ribbono Shel Olam, while He is the other chatzi.

The Ramban expresses a similar idea at the beginning of
Sefer Bamidbar, regarding the passuk that says Onx1Tp9n,

where he addresses the concepts of pekidah, zikaron, and
hashgachah. As Rav Yerucham explains, the Ramban is
saying that every Yid has unique capabilities and a unique
tafkid, and that’s what it means to “count” every single one.

Although we no longer have korbanos, nor can we donate
money for the korbanos, every year, when we read Parshas
Shekalim, every single person is counted once again. Just as
the power of each Yom Tov recurs annually, we reexperience
the uplifting power of Parshas Shekalim each year anew,
as if Moshe Rabbeinu himself is standing there and raising
the head of each individual.

By entering a bris with Klal Yisrael in which the bond was
precisely fifty-fifty, the Ribbono Shel Olam was showing
how He is connected to each one of us. This is the concept
of Parshas Shekalim, whose reading “lifts up our heads”
every year anew.

A crucial part of our avodah is realizing that every Yid counts
and is counted; every Yid is important for Klal Yisrael and
has his own particular tafkid. That's why we find that the
shekalim represented such a tremendous zechus, to the
extent that Haman could not triumph over us, at the time
of Purim, because of the shekalim that Klal Yisrael donated
and were counted by, symbolizing the chashivus of each
and every Yid.

We should be zocheh to the fulfillment of the passuk in
Tehillim: "Wix1 001 77123 " T2 120 ' AKX

Gut Shabbos.
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